
BAPTISM

Several of this 
week’s readings 

come from 1 John. 
Despite its name, 
the letter does not 
reveal who wrote 
it and there are 
differing views 
about its authorship. 
However, it has 
clear similarities with the fourth Gospel and has traditionally been 
considered the work of the apostle John.

Our readings teach that real faith is shown in practical love for one 
another. We are encouraged to “love, not in word or speech, but in 
truth and action”, and that this should be our response to the great 
love God has shown in sending us his Son.

Some verses, however, are not as straightforward, such as: “Those 
who have been born of God do not sin.” Does this mean that the 
writer expects us to never do anything wrong? Fortunately, the rest of 
the letter shows this is not the case, for there are other verses which 
encourage Christians to confess their sins and teach that we deceive 
ourselves if we think we are without sin. The difficult verses in our 
readings, then, are probably best understood as exhortations to take 
sin seriously and as a further call to ensure our faith is reflected in 
how we live.

Second week  
of Christmas  

Epiphany

Monday 4 January to 
Saturday 9 January 

2021

PART I – HISTORY  
AND SACRAMENT

REFLECTION

Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
and 
Heather Smith
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SUSTAINING YOU 

THROUGH THE WEEK

Help us, Lord, to appreciate the great love you have for us,
which you demonstrated by sending your Son as a 
 sacrifice for our sins.
May this love you have shown us, 
flow out from us to others,
and inspire and enable us to lead a godly life.

In more recent times, the number of adults being baptised has greatly 
increased, and perhaps it is this trend that has led to a renewed 
interest in thinking about both the meaning and practice of baptism.

Christians have been baptised since the very beginning 
of the Christian faith, but ceremonial washing with water 
is mentioned in Jewish tradition long before Christ. In 
Exodus (29:4), as part of the ordination of priests, Aaron 
and his sons were brought to the entrance of the Tent 
of the Meeting (or tabernacle) and washed with water. 
They were then required to wash in water contained in a 
special bronze basin whenever they entered the tent or 
approached the altar. In the New Testament, the story of 
baptism begins with John the Baptist’s ministry, including 
the baptism of Christ himself.

After the resurrection, Christ commissions his disciples 
to make disciples and to baptise them with the Trinitarian 
formula: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19), 
while in John’s Gospel the disciples baptise during Christ’s 
ministry on earth (John 4:2).

Once we reach the Acts of the Apostles, the familiar pattern 
is established, of coming to Christ followed by baptism. Paul 
was baptised (Acts 9:18) as was the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:38). 
Baptism soon settled into a set liturgy and today Common Worship 
provides forms of baptism, both within and outside a Eucharist.

Live the Word. Written by Heather Smith and Caroline Fletcher. Copyright © 
Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ, A registered charity 
limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk.
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MONDAY 
4 JANUARY
1 John 3:7-10
Psalm 98:1. 8-end
John 1:35-42

TUESDAY 
5  JANUARY
1 John 3:11-21
Psalm 100
John 1:43-end

WEDNESDAY 
6  JANUARY
Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:[1-9] 
10-15
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

THURSDAY
7 JANUARY
1 John 3:22 – 4:6
Psalm 2:7-end
Matthew 4:12-17. 
23-end

FRIDAY 
8  JANUARY
1 John 4:7-10
Psalm 72:1-8
Mark 6:34-44

SATURDAY 
9  JANUARY
1 John 4:11-18
Psalm 72:1. 10-13
Mark 6:45-52

The Baptism of Christ, by Piero della Francesca

An initiation to the Christian faith, baptism is a profound sign of 
change. As a sacrament, “a visible sign of an inward grace”, it 

marks the entrance to the community of God’s faithful people who 
are called to live in a radically different way. Until recently, baptism in 
the UK and other “Christian” countries was something that happened 
to a large proportion of babies as a matter of course. One priest is on 
record as saying that the only time his training for ordination touched 
on baptism was when he was given instruction on how to hold a baby!



Most people 
would 

agree that 
Jesus was a 
good man and 
a great teacher 
even if they are 
not Christians 
themselves. 
Surely, then, 
he was well liked by those who were lucky enough to meet him? 
However, this week’s readings from Mark show that, while he was 
popular with many, not everyone was a fan.

At first, Jesus’ ministry gets off to a great start. He is treated like a 
modern-day pop star with adoring crowds following him wherever 
he goes. The first disciples clearly find him very charismatic, for 
they drop everything to follow him. People are blown away by his 
teaching in the synagogue and his miraculous healings send the 
crowds so wild that some even break through a roof to reach him.

However, Jesus’ healing of the paralysed man marks the point 
where his universal popularity begins to fracture. Some take offence 
when Jesus says he, like God, can forgive sins, and object to him 
socialising with the undesirables of society who, they believe, a 
godly man should avoid. These passages, then, remind us how 
sharply Jesus divided opinion and that he was far more than the 
nice, inoffensive teacher many see him as today.

Lord Jesus, you came to this earth
 knowing you would not be universally adored,
but would experience criticism and rejection as well.
Thank you, that you were prepared to endure so much
 because of your great love for us.

Baptism of Christ

Monday 11 January to 
Saturday 16 January 

2021

MONDAY 
11 JANUARY
Hebrews 1:1-6
Psalm 97:1-2. 6-10
Mark 1:14-20

TUESDAY 
12 JANUARY
Hebrews 2:5-12
Psalm 8
Mark 1:21-28

WEDNESDAY 
13 JANUARY
Hebrews 2:14-end
Psalm 105:1-9
Mark 1:29-39

THURSDAY 
14 JANUARY
Hebrews 3:7-14
Psalm 95:1. 8-end
Mark 1:40-end

FRIDAY 
15 JANUARY
Hebrews 4:1-5. 11
Psalm 78:3-8
Mark 2:1-12

SATURDAY 
16 JANUARY
Hebrews 4:12-end
Psalm 19:7-end
Mark 2:13-17

PART II – BAPTISM IN 
A SECULAR WORLD

REFLECTION

Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
and 
Heather Smith
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Baptism symbolises someone’s separation from the world and 

their union with Christ. In “Christian” countries, in the days when 
almost everyone was a member of the Church, this perhaps had 
less resonance than it does today. If everyone has entered into that 
separation, the challenge centres on the need to resist temptation 
rather than to see oneself as radically different from those around. 
Today, the Church of England emphasises baptism as pointing 
Christians to their true identity, character and calling within the body 
of Christ.

Many parents bring their children for baptism without themselves 
having much of a church connection. They come with excitement and 
joy as they formally welcome their child into the world and into their 
own family, and it may come as a surprise to find that their child is 
also welcomed into a church community which is keen to help him or 
her discover their true identity within Christ. Finding the language to 
convey this exciting prospect is a challenge that local churches need 
to grasp.

As well as separation from the world, baptism is about being received 
into a worldwide community that has God 
at its centre. Here, people can grow into the 
fullness of Christ. They belong to a community 
whose reason for existing, according to the 
Church of England’s Liturgical Commission, is 
to “serve God’s Spirit in redeeming the world” 
(www.churchofengland.org). So baptism is 
certainly a grace to be received with joy, but it 
brings with it responsibilities.

Baptism is about being part of a community, a 
family. Acts 16:33 describes the baptism of the 
whole family of the Philippian jailer. It is unusual to 
see infants and adults baptised at the same service, but when it does 
happen it is a powerful occasion that brings together God’s work in 
different situations, enriching everyone’s experience. 

BAPTISM

Live the Word. Written by Heather Smith and Caroline Fletcher. Copyright © 
Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ, A registered charity 
limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk.

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

LIVE 
 WORDthe

  
01

4
2

0
 8

8
2

2
2

  
 w

w
w

.r
p

b
o

o
k

s
.c

o
.u

k
  

 r
p

@
rp

b
o

o
k

s
.c

o
.u

k
  

  
  

  
@

re
d

e
m

p
to

ri
s

t

FSC
logo

Font, Salisbury Cathedral

Tibidabo Cathedral, Barcelona



Baptism is part of each person’s story. For infants it coincides with 
the very beginning of life, but no matter what age the candidate, 

it represents the beginning of a different story from the one that 
starts with physical birth. For older baptismal candidates it takes 
place at a different point, but for everyone it marks a point on a 
human journey and the beginning of a journey within God’s family.

Journey is an important image in scripture, and for many biblical 
characters a physical journey is preceded by God’s call. Moses is 
called to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, while Abraham responds 
to God’s call to leave his home. The Church of England Liturgical 
Commission’s (www.churchofengland.org) reflection on baptism 
points out that Paul is travelling when he meets Christ and that 
Christ’s ministry is played out in the context of constant journeying.

Although baptism can take place at any time, the Liturgical 
Commission, setting it in the context of the biblical story, suggests 
particular times. Baptism in the early Church took place on Easter 
Sunday with all its imagery of rising to new life. Other suggestions 
are Epiphany/Baptism of Christ and at All Saints’ tide.

Physical journeys generally require preparation and the Liturgical 
Commission sees the Christian journey as no different. To help 
create a supportive and more rounded preparation, it suggests 
a set of activities that could take place within services in the run 
up to and after the baptism itself. These could begin with a formal 
welcome several months before baptism while, in the weeks 
immediately preceding, candidates or their parents or sponsors 
could be given Jesus’ Summary of the Law, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Beatitudes. Thanksgiving and sending out 
might take place some time after the baptism itself.

These additional steps bring a new emphasis to the importance of 
baptism, to the welcome into the community of Christ’s disciples, 
and to the beliefs, responsibilities and support that will form part of 
the journey.

In this week’s 
Gospel readings 

opposition to Jesus 
increases and it 
becomes clear why 
one religious group, 
the Pharisees, had 
issues with him. They 
were so dedicated 
to following the Ten 
Commandments 
and the other laws of the first five books of the Bible that they had 
created hundreds of additional regulations prescribing exactly how 
they thought this should be done. Unfortunately, many of their extra 
rules were onerous and misguided. For instance, absentmindedly 
plucking the ears off grain, as the disciples had done, was believed to 
break the commandment not to work on the sabbath, as was Jesus’ 
healing in the synagogue.

The Pharisees criticised Jesus for being lax in his law-keeping, but he 
knew that they had forgotten the heart of the Law, a love for God and 
neighbour. He was angry that, rather than rejoicing when he healed a 
man, they objected and complained.

There was a basic incompatibility between Jesus’ ways and the 
Pharisees’, and we are given the first ominous hints that such clashes 
of viewpoint would ultimately lead to his death, as the Pharisees and 
Herodians join forces “to destroy him”, and we are reminded that 
among his disciples was Judas, the one “who betrayed him”.

Enable us, Lord Jesus, to follow in your example of love,
so we are driven by your compassion in all we do.
Help us to recognise and deal with any attitudes 
 and ways of thinking
 that make it difficult for us to show such love to others.

Second week of Epiphany

Monday 18 January to 
Saturday 23 January 

2021

MONDAY 
18 JANUARY
Hebrews 5:1-10
Psalm 110:1-4
Mark 2:18-22

TUESDAY 
19 JANUARY
Hebrews 6:10-end
Psalm 111
Mark 2:23-end

WEDNESDAY 
20 JANUARY
Hebrews 7:1-3. 15-17
Psalm 110:1-4
Mark 3:1-6

THURSDAY 
21 JANUARY
Hebrews 7:25 – 8:6
Psalm 40:7-10. 17-
end
Mark 3:7-12

FRIDAY 
22 JANUARY
Hebrews 8:6-end
Psalm 85:7-end
Mark 3:13-19

SATURDAY 
23 JANUARY
Hebrews 9:2-3. 11-14
Psalm 47:1-8
Mark 3:20-21

PART III – BEGINNING A 
JOURNEY

Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
and 
Heather Smith
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REFLECTION



BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

result not in reform but utter despair for everyone. While the book 
concludes with a final speech addressed to Judah, reinforcing God’s 
judgement and holding out the hope of eventual restoration through 
repentance, Amos’ message is clear: justice and righteousness 
are at the heart of God’s plan for creation; whenever a nation or 
generation ignores them, they will be judged and chastised.

Wednesday’s Gospel 
reading – the parable 

of the sower – tells us to be 
like “good soil”, providing 
a blueprint for reading 
the Gospel for the rest of 
the week and, indeed, for 
studying scripture at all 
times and in all contexts. 

The sower features again in Friday’s reading. This time the seed 
sprouts and grows until it’s ripe for harvest. The farmer doesn’t know 
how it happens that “the earth produces of itself, first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full grain in the head”, nor does he need to 
know. All he needs to know is that his job is to create the optimum 
conditions for this to happen. 

These are very earthy images, which remind us that it’s important to 
be present, not only spiritually and emotionally, but also physically 
embodied, in order to absorb the word of God deep in our being and 
enable it to take root there. 

As we read scripture this week let’s practise not only understanding it 
intellectually, but really absorbing it into our physical selves, inhaling 
and ingesting it, allowing it to take root in the very fibre of our being.

Lord, in our study of scripture this week,
teach us how to be present to your word,
in mind, body and spirit.
Thank you for the great example of St Paul,
whose transformation gives us hope
 that no matter how helpless or hopeless we feel,
we have within us the seeds of transformation
 to fulfil our God-given potential.
We ask these things in Jesus’ name.

Third week of Epiphany

Monday 25 January 
to Saturday 30 January 

2021

Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
and 
Heather Smith
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Live the Word. Written by Richard Greatrex and Caroline Hodgson. Copyright © 
Redemptorist Publications, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HQ, A registered charity limited 
by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk.
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Richard Greatrex continues our book-by-book series about the 
Bible.
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MONDAY 
25 JANUARY
Conversion of Paul
Jeremiah 1:4-10 or 
Acts 9:1-22
Psalm 67 
Acts 9:1-22 or 
Galatians 1:11-16a
Matthew 19:27-end

TUESDAY 
26 JANUARY
Hebrews 10:1-10
Psalm 40:1-4. 7-10
Mark 3:31-end

WEDNESDAY 
27 JANUARY
Hebrews 10:11-18
Psalm 110:1-4
Mark 4:1-20

THURSDAY 
28 JANUARY
Hebrews 10:19-25
Psalm 24:1-6
Mark 4:21-25

FRIDAY 
29 JANUARY
Hebrews 10:32-end
Psalm 37:3-6. 40-end
Mark 4:26-34

SATURDAY 
30 JANUARY
Hebrews 
11:1-2. 8-19
Canticle: 
Luke 1:69-73
Mark 4:35-end

PART XXX – AMOS – EARLIEST 
OF THE PROPHETIC BOOKS

REFLECTION
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The opening lines of Amos locate the prophet’s activity in the peaceful, 
prosperous reign in Israel of Jeroboam II (788-747 BC), which identifies 
this as the earliest of the prophetic books. Certainly, Amos does contain 
an early collection of sayings, but it is possible that this was shaped into 
its final literary form during the post-exilic period from the sixth to the 
fourth centuries BC.

Amos describes himself as a farmer, herder and tender of fruit trees 

from the Judean village of  Tekoa. In the first two chapters he describes 

God touring the region, judging the surrounding nations for their ethical 

misdemeanours. The focus then shifts onto Judah before climaxing with 

profound accusations targeting the self-indulgent elites of the Northern 

Kingdom.

Chapters three to six further indict Israel. The success of Jeroboam’s 
reign hasn’t brought about a harmonious, integrated nation; rather, 
gross inequalities abound, with powerful urban elites trampling upon 
the rural poor. The wealth gap is huge, debts are used to leverage small 
farmers out of their inherited lands, the ruling hierarchy has become 
over-confident, morally lax and self-reliant. They will be toppled unless 
they return to God’s plans of justice and righteousness for everyone. The 
Assyrian army will be agent for God’s judgement, crushing the spirit of 
their enemies through exile, the loss of the nation’s homeland.

Such powerful preaching provokes the wrath of Amaziah, priest of the 
Northern Kingdom’s Bethel sanctuary, who, in chapter seven, sends 
Amos packing back to Judah. There the prophet continues to castigate 
Israel’s rulers for its oppression of poor people, warning them that 
such behaviour provokes God’s decisive action against them. This will 




