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So – that was 2020! What a year! Before Christmas, it 
was tempting to think that the major challenges we 
faced in 2020 were behind us, but I think we must 
acknowledge that we still have some huge challenges 
ahead. As far as Covid is concerned, vaccines bring 
hope that we might, by the summer, feel a lightening 
of the Covid load – but, as I am writing this, increased 
restrictions have been announced by the Government 
and it is clear that we still have some way to go before 
we return to something akin to ‘normal’. As far as our 
churches are concerned – it was lovely to be able to 
worship in our buildings over the Christmas period 
however, as you will see below, the Churchwardens 
have now taken the difficult decision to suspend 
services in church through January and when we do 
emerge from the Covid restrictions we will find 
ourselves, once again, looking to secure the future  
prosperity of our churches. Thankfully, we are a 
community with many gifted and dedicated people in 
our teams and I believe that 2021 will be a year when,  
with prayer and hard work, cooperation and vision we 
will be well placed to plan a bright for future for all our 
churches and church communities. JB 
 

FROM LEISA – IT’S A NEW YEAR 
 

2020 has been a strange and difficult year, and yet it 
has also been a year when the promises of God have 
remained true and God has remained, as always, 
present amongst the chaos. As we move into 2021 let 
me share these words -   
 

Holy and ever-present God 
 2020 is a year that we are pleased to say farewell to. 
Yet even this year, You have been present and active. 
Help us to remember the moments of peace and joy, 

and to leave at your feet  
the moments of fear and grief.  

 

As we look to 2021, 
We pray for more glimpses of your kingdom, 

We pray that we will start this year with hope, 
And with an expectation that you will work out your 

purposes, in our lives. 
And we pray that we will continue to seek your 

presence, your comfort and joy, as we long for the day 
we can all be together, again. Amen LCP 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICES FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS 
 

ST JAMES  “This is to inform you that Peter Hellyar and 
Janet Harding (Churchwardens), have decided to keep 

the church closed and cancel planned services in 
January, with a further review for February. This was a 
difficult decision, but one backed by our concern to 
keep Leisa, our Vicar, our parishioners & visitors safe. 
We pledge to continue to support and care for the 
many vulnerable people in our Parish”. JH/PH 
 

ALL SAINTS AND ST AGNES “In light of new restrictions 
announced by the Government (which sees the Island 
moving into tier 4 with a ‘stay at home’ order) the 
Churchwardens have taken the decision to suspend all 
January services. All Saints will be open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays for private prayer. St Agnes will 
hopefully be open each day for private prayer”. JR/PK 
 

CHRIST CHURCH “At a Christ Church Lay Worship Team 
meeting on Wednesday, it was decided that Christ 
Church will NOT open for Sunday worship during 
January. Christ Church will Zoom a service of Worship 
this Sunday, 3rd January on the theme of Epiphany. All 
welcome. See below for info regarding future Zoom 
services. The Church will be open for personal prayer 
on Mondays and Thursdays”. GK/PB 
 

BACK TO THE ZOOM ROOM 
In light of the decision to suspend services at all 
Churches in the FYT Parishes, throughout January,  we 
will return to Zoom. Christ Church will host Zoom 
services on the 3rd and the 24th. Leisa and Colin will host 
Zoom services on the 10th, 17th and 31st January. Links 
will be circulated by email. JB 
 

St Agnes at Christmas 2020 
 

Having been closed for many 
months, initially due to the 
“Lockdown” regulations and then 
for the major repairs to the floor 
by GJ Banks (builders) it was 
wonderful to be able to open the 
Church again in time for 
Christmas services 
This was only possible thanks to 

hard work, not only of the 
craftsman who carried out the 
repair but by so many others – 
those who returned the chairs; the 
carpet layer from Colemans who 
fitted the new  carpet and those 
who cleaned the builders dust and 
returned it to its pristine state and 
then decorated it ready for 
Christmas. The repair of the floor has been a very long 
time in the preparation but it is now completed and 
should be good for a very long time. This would not 
have been possible without the hard work and financial 
generosity of a good number of so many people and 
also the time and determination of Jill Reynolds. 
THANK YOU one all. PK 



“TEENAGERS TURN TO GOD DURING PANDEMIC”  
The Times – Sunday 27th December 2020 

 

“Members of Generation Z in 
their late teens and early 
twenties are more likely to 
believe in God than millennials in 
their late twenties and thirties, 

according to polling that suggests the trend for younger 
people being less religious is changing. 
 

It has been suggested that the ease with which young 
people can access information about faith and find like-
minded people online may have helped to build and 
bolster their faith. Experts said they faced less “stigma” 
from their peers for being open about their religious 
beliefs and may have been driven to think more about 
them during the pandemic”. 
 

I spotted this article on Sunday and felt somewhat 
encouraged. Quite a contrast to the usual headlines 
regarding young people and religion and quite a 
contrast, perhaps, to our own preconceptions about 
young people and God. How often do we despair at the 
lack of young people in church?  
 

But it, would appear from the Times’ article, that there 
are young people ‘out there’ searching for their own 
path to God – we just don’t see them. If  our destination 
is ultimately the same, to live a life with faith in God, 
why don’t we see them? I suspect the reason is that our 
means of travel is different and the roads along which 
we journey, are not the same.  
 

Over the past year, we have acknowledged that many 
churches (our churches in the FYT Parishes included) 
now stand at a crossroads. With fewer clergy; smaller 
(older) congregations; less money; greater competition 
for people’s time and a busy, fast paced world which 
we might struggle to keep up with, this year, like no 
other, is one where we are going to have to take a long 
hard look at: where we are; where we want to go and 
how we want to get there!  
 

Now is perhaps the time, as we go into the New Year, 
to start asking some difficult questions: How do we see 
our Churches looking this year,  next year, in 5 years? 
Who will be in our churches in 10 years’ time? How can 
we make church relevant to more people? Will our 
churches be relevant at all in 25 years’ time? And 
perhaps, most importantly, how do we harness the 
curiosity of the young, as identified in the Times’ 
article? 
 

There are, of course, no easy answers. But we must still 
ask the questions. If technology is a dynamic platform 
for people to explore Faith then how can we access 
that platform? If a formal Sunday service is not for 
young people – can we create opportunities in church 
for other activities? Can our church spaces be used for 

a youth choir? Can an environmental/conservation 
project be run in the church yard? How might we 
engage more with the local Church Youth Project 
Leader? How could we, as older people,  have a 
conversation with younger adults, about our faith? 
How might we share our wisdom? And as we stand at 
that crossroads, is there a path we might take, which 
will take us to the paths of others, so that we might 
journey together with God? JB  

 
THE WEST WIGHT MISSION COMMUNITY 

- AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW 
 

The FYT Parishes form part of the West Wight Mission 
Community. As each of our Parishes looks to review and 
renew, so the Diocese also looks to review …   
 

“You may be interested to know, that an independent 
review of the mission and ministry of West Wight 
Mission Community is being conducted by the 
Reverend Dr Glynn Jones, who has been seconded to 
the Isle of Wight from the Diocese of Carlisle until the 
end of January 2021. He is based at the Vicarage in 
Shalfleet. 
 

In keeping with Church of England Diocesan 
Reviews, the research will endeavour to be affirming 
and objective; constructive and challenging. The final 
report will be submitted to the Bishop of Portsmouth 
via the Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight. 
 

Of particular interest are your views of the 
development of mission and ministry since the 
reorganisation into a 'Mission Community'. What helps 
or hinders growth from your particular perspective?  
 

The broadest range of contribution is sought - from lay 
and ordained; parishioners and those not associated 
with the church; from inside and outside of West 
Wight; from non-Anglican churches and traditions; 
from schools and local community groups.  There is a 
place for your voice in the final report - and you can 
rest assured that all contributions and comments will 
remain anonymous.  
 

Do take this opportunity to express what is good about 
the church in West Wight - as well as what could be 
better. If you do wish to have your say, simply email 
Reverend Dr Jones on glynnandlizjones@aol.com and 
you will be sent an 'easy to complete' SmartSurvey 
document by return email. Alternatively, those 
choosing not to use the email facility can telephone or 
text on 07813 514431”. 
 

NEXT BULLETIN – Out for Sunday 17th January 2021 
 

Cut-off date for next Bulletin Notices: Tues 12th Jan 
for circulation prior to  Sun 17th Jan 

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com,  
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


