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INTERCESSIONS  - Christ Church, Totland Bay - 13 Sep 2020  

In the verse immediately before this morning’s gospel reading (Matt 18 v 20) 

Jesus said, “Truly, I tell you that if two of you agree on earth about any request 

you have to make, that request will be granted by my heavenly Father. For 

where two or three meet together in my name, I am among them.”  

With that assurance, let us pray. 

First, let us pause for a moment of personal reflection as we prepare ourselves 

to speak with our Heavenly Father, clearing our minds for the moment of cares 

and anxieties and then, together as one family in Christ, boldly approach the 

Throne of Grace. (PAUSE)  

Eternal God, Lord of all Being, whose kingdom has no end and yet who has 

given each of us grace through your Son, Our Saviour Jesus Christ, we come 

before you in this moment of collective prayer. 

Loving Lord, you know the pain and anxiety caused by the current pandemic. 

We pray that you will continue to inspire the minds of researchers who strive 

to find an effective vaccine. We bring before you the plight of millions, 

particularly in countries like India and Brazil and all places where this virus has 

taken hold and appears likely to overwhelm the capacity to cope. Be with 

medical care professionals and keep your loving hands on their shoulders. We 

pray for all those infected with COVID-19 and may your peace and presence be 

felt by all who suffer in body, mind or spirit at this time.  We bring to you all 

those whose livelihoods are threatened by the current situation.  Heavenly 

Father, we pray for our own country, as the restrictions on meeting friends and 

families are tightened once again. We think especially of those young people 

and students who have or are about to return to school and university, as well 

as their teachers. Within our communities, bring patience to both young and 

old, that all may play their part responsibly to nullify this virus and bring 

comfort and hope.  Grant us time to reflect on the most important things in life 

and to re-order our lives in line with your eternal truths. 

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

Let us pray for the world. Lord, we hang our heads in shame as we recognise 

the mess we have made of caring for this beautiful world you created.  We 

acknowledge that without you, we spin out of harmony with everything you 

provide for life on Earth. We pray that you will guide all the critical decisions 
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that must soon be made to protect this beautiful planet. God of peace and 

love, we think particularly of those who yearn for peace in Yemen, Afghanistan 

and Syria. We pray for the peace of Jerusalem and for lasting peace across the 

Middle East. We pray for refugees everywhere but especially on the island of 

Lesbos where the vast shanty town which was called a safe home by so many 

people fleeing from violence and fear, has been utterly destroyed by fire. We 

pray for the residents of that Greek island, that they may show compassion 

rather than fear and anger. We pray for those who struggle against the ravages 

of wildfires sweeping the west of the USA. We pray for all who suffer for their 

faith. We pray for the people of Hong Kong and Belarus as they seek a 

democratic solution to future governance. We pray for our own government 

that its ministers may always know that integrity is far more valuable than 

scoring political points. We pray for all victims of violence, abuse, corruption 

and all those who feel consumed by mankind’s insane lust for power. God 

forgive us all and give us the courage to speak truth unto power when faced 

with things we know to be unacceptable in your sight.  

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We pray for your church, that it may be a place of tolerance, healing, sanctuary 

and prayer. We pray for church leaders that they may proclaim your gift of 

salvation freely given to all who truly believe. We pray for our Christ Church 

family as we take tentative steps to resume corporate worship. We give thanks 

for the music ministry here of Neil and Richard. We delight that so many 

friends are now with us this morning and we pray especially that any visitors 

will feel the warmth of fellowship here. We pray for those who cannot 

physically be with us in church today and for the many dear friends who will be 

praying with us at this time in the quietness of their homes. We pray for all 

those from this church who work overseas delivering the good news of your 

gospel and for the many mission partners supported by Christ Church.  May 

they, each one, know that they are always in the minds and prayers of this 

congregation. 

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

Loving Lord, we pray for all those known and unknown to us who are sick, 

suffering or bereaved. In the silence of our hearts we commit to God’s loving 

care the names of those who are especially on our mind this day.   (PAUSE) 

Merciful Father, we pray in sure and certain hope that you will continue to 
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draw near to those who most need your loving kindness at this time and may 

they, in whatever their need, feel your everlasting arms around them.  

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We pray for ourselves. Loving Lord, we, your frail children of dust and feeble as 

frail, are now finding ourselves in uncertain times; we nevertheless rejoice that 

your eternal truths are new every day and your love remains unconditional. 

Help us always to be aware that, by your grace, we are children of the 

resurrection and inspire us to live up to that great calling in our daily actions. 

Lord, thank you for always listening to us, for knowing our needs even before 

we ask and, most of all, for enabling us to speak with you not just in formal 

worship but at any time, in any place and about anything that is on our mind.  

LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

We draw our prayers together with this great acclamation of faith from one of  

many hymns we would love to be able to sing again. Until that time, may this 

acclamation be our watchword, now and always:  

 

This, this is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable friend, 

Whose love is as great as his power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 

 

‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last, 

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home; 

We’ll praise him for all that is past, 

And trust him for all that’s to come.      (Joseph Hart 1712-68) 

 

We ask these and all our prayers, through your son, our saviour, Jesus Christ. 

AMEN.    


