Sunday 13th September 2020

14th Sunday after Trinity

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
Forgiveness
21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell
you, seventy-seven times.
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by
the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him,
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 34 And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’

Other Readings:

Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:1-13; Romans 14:1-12

Homily
Choices, choices. Should I wear the red jumper or the blue one? Should I buy the nice -looking pink
apple which came from New Zealand, or the less interesting green one from England? Should I
follow all the COVID restrictions? From the moment Adam and Eve chose to eat the fruit in the
garden of Eden, human beings have been defined by the fact that they are creatures who can
choose.
Every day we make choices, and sometimes, when we look back, we realise that the choices we
made were not the best, or were even entirely wrong. Sometimes, we took the best decision we
could at the time, without realising that it would cause harm. Sometimes, we knew that it was
wrong, but we chose it anyway. It’s hard to cope with knowing that what we have done has hurt
someone. It is in the human condition to regret, because we are free creatures of a loving God who

allows us to make free choices. But what do we do when that regret becomes a burden? Like a
massive unpaid debt that hangs over us and puts a knot in our stomachs?
That was the kind of situation that Jesus was addressing when we told the parable we heard in
today’s gospel reading. He compares the human being weighed down with a burden of regret to a
servant who owed a huge, completely unpayable debt to his master. The natural consequences of
this would be the ruin of the servant – just like those with big burdens of regret, pain and hurt from
the past are sometimes brought down under the weight of it. Sometimes, that is the natural
consequences of choices. It may be our own choices, or the choices of others which cause us hurt,
sometimes a bit of both. But we know that people hurt one another, and sometimes that hurt is
unbearable.
But we do not live in a world in which God, like a cosmic watch-maker, creates us all with free will,
sets us running and lets us get on with it. We live in a world in which its Creator continues to love, to
embrace, to hold and to heal his creatures as they go about their lives. We are powerless to undo
the wrongs we have done, to take back the harsh word, the thoughtless action, the selfish choice.
But God, as a great Creator, can restore and heal us. The wrong is still there, but we do not have to
bear the burden of it, because we can know that we are beloved of God. The debt can be forgiven,
and we can walk free.
And Jesus’ free gift compels us to be givers, too. He calls us to be people who know that we are
forgiven, that we have made wrong choices and yet do not bear the burden of it. The God who has
had compassion on us, also expects us to have compassion on others. Not to be so quick to spot
their wrong choices, or to criticise what they have chosen because it is not what we would have
chosen. We live in an era which is quick to make judgements of others, to write them off because
they think differently to us, or act in a way we do not understand. There are always people who
make choices which we see as totally wrong - who perhaps take a different approach to questions of
social distancing, mask wearing or going abroad on holiday than we would have - and we can so
quickly get angry towards them, before we even understand or know them. God calls us to be
people who know we are forgiven, and to extend that same generosity to others.
As Joseph, in our Old Testament reading today, realised, what was intended for harm can be used
for good by our loving, ever creating and restoring, God. This week, perhaps we can be people who
look for opportunities to see the good, where we may have been tempted to judge and criticise. And
also, people who receive and understand the ever-abundant love and forgiveness of God towards us
as well, and can accept the free gift of being relieved of our burdens, and forgive ourselves. Amen.

Conversation Questions
1. Do you think that our culture is more or less judgemental than in the past?
2. How can we avoid judging others, when we see them doing or saying something we really
disagree with?

3. How easy do you think we find it to forgive ourselves for our wrong choices?
4. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
5. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you
have heard today? #everydayfaith

Prayer
Spend some time in silence, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God
might be saying to you.
Collect of the day
Merciful God,
your Son came to save us
and bore our sins on the cross:
may we trust in your mercy
and know your love,
rejoicing in the righteousness
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is
incorporated in this service paper, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, 2000. Scripture passage
from the New Revised Standard Version (Anglicised) copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

