
Anne Linington’s reflection shared in All Saints Church on Sunday August 23rd 2020 
 

Gifts of the Spirit (Ephesians 4, Corinthians 12, Romans 12) 
 

Two weeks ago, we reminded ourselves, that the church is the people that belong to it and not the building 
in which we gather to worship. 
 
Today, the Romans 12  reading speaks of some of the gifts needed within the church. It's not an exhaustive 
list and there is another one in 1 Corinthians. 
 
Like our physical bodies, the church has many members, but it is one body, the head of which is Jesus Christ. 
 
Every member has a gift/ or gifts given by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Some of these are existing natural talents that are used “supernaturally” within the church and out into the 
community.  
 
So if a person is an administrator or a teacher, God may well take that gift and use it in His kingdom; but 
there are many exceptions when gifts are given beyond these natural talents.  
 
The role of leaders in part is to discover these hidden gifts and find a place in which they can be exercised, 
given encouragement and sometimes training, so that the church can be built up in strength and diversity. 
 
This is particularly important with declining clergy numbers and the need for lay leaders to enable us to 
continue our pattern of services. We have always been blessed with people willing to read and to lead 
prayers, but so many others contribute to worship taking place here: 
 
Cleaners and gardeners 
Bell ringers and musicians/ singers 
Welcomers and coffee makers 
Chatterers and listeners 
 
1 Corinthians mentions different kinds of a) Gifts b) service c) work - but emphasises that they are given by 
the same Spirit, the same Lord, the same God, distributing them for the common good. 
 
Whatever gift or gifts you have were given by God and are to be used for the benefit of others within the 
Church; If we hold back on exercising these gifts, then the Church/ the body of Christ is impoverished.  
 
We know with our physical bodies if a hand or leg is out of action because of injury, how hard it makes things 
for the rest of the body. I had a broken ankle some years ago, and everything is difficult - walking, standing, 
carrying things. And you can become inventive - like using an apron with a pocket, a back-pack, a typist's 
chair with wheels - but that should only ever be temporary, until the body heals, because it puts additional 
pressure and strain elsewhere.  
 
I was a receptionist at an Orthopaedic Hospital in Exeter before moving to the Isle of Wight. A consultant 
Orthopaedic surgeon used to say that he wasn't like the “glamour boys” who replaced hips and knees, 
because he specialised in fingers and toes. He'd say that if you have a toe that hurts, you know about it - and 
incidentally would sometimes measure a lady's foot and the shoes she was wearing, to explain why the foot/ 
toes were being damaged. I also learned about buying the best bed and the best shoes you can afford - 
because if you're not in one, you'll be in the other.  
 

 

 



Romans 12 1 Corinthians 12 Ephesians 4 Characteristic 
 

Apostles Apostles 
 

Prophecy Prophecy Prophets Faith  

Teacher Teachers Teachers Teaching 

Ministry 
  

Ministering 

Exhorter 
  

Exhorting 

Giver 
  

Generosity 

Leader Leadership 
 

Diligence 

Compassionate 
  

Cheerfulness 
 

Wisdom 
  

 
Knowledge 

  

 
Faith  

  

 
Gifts of healing 

  

 
Miraculous powers 

  

 
Discernment of spirits 

  

 
Speaking in tongues 

  

 
Interpretation of tongues 

  

 
Administration 

  

  
Evangelists 

 

  
Pastors 

 

 
Love 

  

 

Some gifts have a corresponding characteristic: Givers are to be generous (that could be time as well as 
money); Leaders are to be diligent; compassion should be accompanied by cheerfulness. Time doesn't 
permit us to look in detail at the gifts or characteristics . 
 
Only two gifts are found in all three lists: Romans, Corinthians and Ephesians. These are prophecy and 
teaching. These were foundational in the 1st Century Church and are essential today. Prophecy isn't so much 
the fore-telling of the future as it was in the OT and some NT situations; it is more about a forth telling, 
speaking out into a situation in the power of the Spirit; teaching too is important because it is the food 
through which we grow as Christians, ward off disease and stay healthy, and able to exercise our gifts.  
 
At the end of 1 Corinthians 12, Paul says that he will show them a more excellent way, and so begins the 
wonderful chapter 13 on Love.  
 
If we are to practice the gifts the Spirit gives, under the headship of Christ who makes us one body, then the 
gift we need over and above everything is love.  
 

Love will stop us making comparisons; Love will  make us gentle with people no longer able to do things and 

find alternative ways of keeping in touch and using their time and gifts. Love will give us the humility we 

need to exercise our gifts and to encourage others in the use of theirs and rejoice when in the power of the 

Spirit and the name of God, they go above and beyond all expectations. 
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