
Welcome to the FYT PARISHES CHURCH 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN for the  

12th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 

 
 
 

“One more step along the world I go, 
One more step along the world I go; 

From the old things to the new 
Keep me travelling along with you. 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
Keep me travelling along with you”. 

 

First – I do apologise to all those who now find that 
tune stuck in their heads for the rest of the day!! 
 

“From the old things to the new” - it does feel, at 
this moment in time, as if we are travelling from 
the old to the new.  
 

For all the reasons highlighted over recent weeks, 
our once familiar church routines and rhythms are 
having to change. Is that a bad thing? Not 
necessarily. It is, of course, disappointing to find 
that opportunities for traditional Sunday Worship 
are not as we might wish them to be and there is 
still uncertainty over the how future service 
provision might look - (although it’s still summer,  
planning for Christmas is now on the horizon – 
think Holy Communion services in 3 churches at 
midnight – with one Vicar - how is that going to 
work?)  
 

So,  we know that leaving behind the ‘old’ can be 
challenging, but it can be made a whole lot easier 
by embracing the ‘new’. And there are some really 
positive aspects to the ‘new’ thanks to a good deal 
of effort, positivity, pragmatism and optimism, on 
the part of so many folks, over recent months and 
even recent years, in our Parishes.  
 

Like it or not, our 4 churches and 3 Parishes were 
set on a path of collaboration and change quite a 
while ago now. It’s a process that is happening 
with churches up and down the country. And 
successful collaboration across churches is 
important both from an economic perspective and 
a practical  perspective but it also gives us the 
chance to reflect on, evaluate and challenge what 
we have done in the past, are doing now and might 

do in the future - by seeing things from the 
perspective of others. 
 

So for now, as we move towards the Autumn (of 
what has been a somewhat bonkers year) let’s 
consider what new things we have managed to put 
in place, in the FYT Parishes, both before and 
during lockdown, that might help us to embrace 
the new? 
 

Well… 
 

• we now have an established bi-monthly 
Magazine 

• our Churchwardens have been meeting 
collaboratively, on a regular basis 

• we have shared and are sharing worship 
resources and ideas across our churches 

• we have developed a cross parish online 
worship community 

• we have improved channels of 
communication between the churches 
through the FYT Parishes Bulletin and email 
circulation list 

• there is a FYT Parishes Facebook page 

• administrative systems are beginning to be 
centralised and streamlined to try and help 
with workloads 

• Life Events administration and Diocese 
interaction is benefitting from a more 
centralised approach 

• prior to lockdown we were establishing a 
regular whole Benefice approach in terms 
of 5th Sunday worship 

 

So, we’ve come a long way in a short time. And 
what of the future? Well, referring back to the 
hymn (with the insidious ‘earworm’ tune) let’s 
thank God that: 
 

“Round the corners of the world I turn, 
More and more about the world I learn; 

And the new things that I see 
You’ll be looking at along with me”. 

 

SERVICES IN CHURCHES THIS SUNDAY 
 

ALL SAINTS  Morning Worship 09.30 
ST JAMES  Morning Worship 10.00 
CHRIST CHURCH Morning Worship 11.00 

 

Face coverings are required to be worn in church. 
Please be guided by the meet and greet teams 

who will help to ensure social distancing. 



ZOOM SERVICES 
 

PLEASE NOTE! The scheduled ‘final’ Sunday 
morning 11.00 lockdown Zoom Room service will 
NOT now take place on Sunday.  
 

With Leisa away and with services being held in St 
James and All Saints this week, it had been 
suggested that Geoff and Peter might trial a live 
broadcast of their Christ Church Morning Prayer 
service. However, it has been decided that the first 
live service broadcast, in the FYT Parishes, should 
perhaps be of a service led by Leisa as the 
Incumbent. Happily, planning is now underway for 
the possibility of live streaming the Christ Church 
Communion Service  on the 20th September. 
Certainly, the planning teams are keen to build on 
the firm foundation of ‘online worship’ that has 
been established over the recent months of 
lockdown and will be exploring ways of reaching 
out to all those who would like to worship from 
home. 
 

In the meantime – remember you can find other 
services being broadcast online – for example by 
Newport Minster, Portsmouth Cathedral and the 
Church of England along with many other 
churches locally and nationally.  
 

BACK IN ST AGNES 
 

About 15 of us gathered 
in St Agnes on Sunday 
evening (suitably socially 
distanced and sanitized) 
for a simple service of 
Evening Prayer lead by Jill 
Reynolds. It was lovely to 
be together in the quiet 
of the evening. We look 

forward, of course, to a return to Evensong with 
the choir but for now, just to be back in the warm 
glow of St Agnes was a delight. (JB) 
 

Gifts and Talents 
 

Our churches are dependent on the time and good 
will of many volunteers – from Churchwardens to 
Treasurers, Coffee makers to Secretaries; Building 
Management Teams to Lay Leaders and Readers.  
It will soon be time for our Annual Parochial 
Church Council meetings (postponed from the 
Spring) when PCC positions must be filled and 
church members can reflect on the year just gone 
by and think about what’s ahead. A number of key 

positions need filling across the churches and 
offers of help are always welcome. This is 
particularly so if you have accounting and 
secretarial skills. So perhaps if you feel that you 
have particular gifts to offer, then do have a chat 
to Leisa or Julia or one of the Church Wardens.  
 

REMEMBERING STAN AT CHRIST CHURCH ….. 
 

A new glazed oak door has 
been installed and 
dedicated at Christ Church 
in memory of Stanley 
Anderton Fothergill and his 
late wife, Mary Elaine 
Fothergill. Stan was born in 
Liverpool in 1913 and came 
to the island aged 99 yrs.  

He stemmed from a 
Congregational and URC 
tradition in Oakvale, 
Liverpool and Moels in 
the Wirral. He remained 
a regular worshipper at 
Christ Church. He was a 
familiar character in the 
West Wight driving 
himself around the village in his mobility scooter 
to attend social events in Freshwater at The 
Gouldings, Oasis, the Foodbank Café and Our 
Place. Stan passed away in 2017 just before his 
104th birthday. 

Shared by Christ Church 
 

And finally - a word from the Editor…  
If someone, 6 months ago, had suggested that I 
would be given the chance of a weekly editorial 
role, with a wonderful established readership, I 
may have laughed. But we are all called in different 
ways, at different times, to do different things and 
I do thank God for this amazing opportunity. My 
weekly sharing of words and wisdom from across 
the FYT Parishes draws to an end this week but the 
Bulletin be back, I hope, for the weekend of 20th 
September & then for the 1st and 3rd Sundays each 
month up to Christmas to keep everyone in the 
loop and up to speed in the FYT Parishes. God Bless 
for now. JB 

 
Bulletin Contacts: 

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com 
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


