
ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Take up your cross – a call to reorder your priorities (Matthew 16.21-28). 
 

The following is taken from Roots on the Web and forms part of this week’s Postscript: Words of Life 
Reflection written by Diane Craven who is a freelance writer and spirituality consultant and Reader in the 
Church of England.  
 

“Let’s be honest, the invitation to take up our cross does not sound great. As marketing goes, it is lacking in 
appeal. As a recruitment drive it fails to reach the parts that more glamorous ‘management opportunities’ 
target. As a lifetime ambition, it offers little in the way of success. What’s more, we know where the story 
line is going. 
 

Taking up our cross is perhaps not made of the showstopper, the headline grabber or the soundbite. It is not 
in the snappy slogan of sunlit uplands, the latest management technique or even in our mission-focused 
straplines. No. Living into the calling of a cross-marked life requires us to reorder our priorities so that our 
lives match the message and to keep the discipline of turning aside to the burning bush so that we can hear 
again the message in the wind of change and be faithful in speaking it. 
 

Prayer 
Lord of all, 
may we be faithful in ordinary things; 
may our priorities be reshaped; 
may our hearts remain open. 
Though other voices sound compelling, 
other messages more appealing 
and other lifestyles less demanding, 
may we hear again your word of life 
and the message we should live by. 
Knowing the cost, 
in spite of the pain of it, 
may we hear again your call to us 
and choose to mould our lives to yours. 
Amen. 
 

           

A prayer for others 

 

Lord God, you reproached Peter because he had only 

human concerns; but Peter just wanted to protect 

the one he loved. 
 

We pray for people the world over who find 

themselves in difficult situations. 
 

We pray that they would all have someone to care 

for them and lift them before you. 
 

We pray for all who are persecuted for their faith: 

for all who are misunderstood, for asylum seekers 

who flee real danger in their homeland. 
 

We pray for those who work tirelessly to address 

wrongs. 
  

We pray for people whose lives don’t always work 

out right, through their fault, or through no fault 

of their own. 
 

We pray for the people in our lives who need your 

protection, Lord, that we will always be faithful in 

prayer for them. Amen. 
 

A personal prayer 
 

Lord, when we are faced with bad news, or a tricky 

situation, it is human nature to make snap 

judgements, to do the first thing that comes into 

our head. 

Lord, help us to lay aside our own judgements, and 

always be willing to seek your wisdom. Amen. 

 
Shared with permission by Roots on the Web 

Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: may we discern you in all that we see,  

and serve you in all that we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 


