
  

The Churchyard,  

Christ Church, Totland -  

A Wildlife Reserve 

In summer on the front lawn (A), I found two very small species of fungi 

with caps less than 3cm across. The caps had a waxy feel and for this       

reason they are known as wax caps. One of these had a white cap and gills, 

and is known as the Snowy Wax Cap Hygrocybe nivea (i). The cap, gills and 

stem of the other ranged in colour from orange to green. Fungi are not able 

to use photosynthesis to produce chlorophyll and so this green pigment 

must be produced in some other way. This species is known as the Parrot 

Wax Cap Hygrocybe psittacina (ii) - presumably because it was thought to 

be coloured like a parrot. 

If you walk round the churchyard one 

day, you could be in for a big surprise - 

no, not a teddy bear’s picnic but an 

interesting assortment of fungi.  

Come and join me in a ‘virtual reality’ 

walk around the churchyard - starting 

at the front door of the church and 

moving in a clockwise direction round 

all the sites marked A-F on the       

drawing. And I’ll show you some of the 

interesting fungi that I found last year.  

Ai Aii Aii 



2 

B 

In rough grass near the disabled car 

park (B), I chanced upon a much bigger 

fungus. It had a conical and shaggy cap, 

and is known as the Shaggy Ink Cap or 

Lawyer’s Wig Coprinus comatus.      

Species in this family are known as ink 

caps because, as they age, they          

autodigest and start to drip a black inky 

liquid from the cap and gills. I am told that if the caps are boiled in a little 

water, with a few cloves to preserve the mixture, the resulting liquid can be 

used as a reasonable drawing ink. This species is also edible with a light       

subtle flavour but it needs to be picked when the gills are still light grey; and 

then cooked right away.  

Down by the badger sett in the north-east corner of the churchyard (C) I 

found two very different fungi. In late summer, there was one which was 

whitish in colour with brown scales on the cap and a marked ring on the 

stem - looking very like a parasol in shape. It was a member of the Lepiota 

family, possibly a small form of one with the scientific name Lepiota konra-

dii. Then, in December, in this same location, I found a fungus forming a 

compact, pale yellowish tuft of strongly branched spikes, up to 5 cm tall. It 

was a species of club fungi not previously known to me but, after consulting 

my reference books and looking at its spores under a microscope, I think it 

may have one with the scientific name Ramaria ochraceo-virens. 
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Earlier, in autumn, under the trees in the south-east corner of the church-
yard (D), I spied another species of fungus, this time growing in a partial 
ring. However, by the time I got round to identifying them, these               
mushrooms were past there best and their identification will have to await 
their re-appearance another year. Incidentally, I refer to them as          
mushrooms not because I believe them to be edible but because the words 
mushroom and toadstool are interchangeable. The French have it right and 
refer to all fungi as Champignons.  
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Continuing round the churchyard, is the stump of a Holm Oak (E), which was 

cut down recently to allow more light into the memorial garden. Growing on 

the stump was a fungus, which formed small tiered brackets running down 

the sides of the stump, and a colourful crust over the stump’s cut surface. 

The upper surface of the brackets was zoned and finely downy, but did not 

turn red where cut or scored. Accordingly, it may well have been the species 

with the scientific name Stereum subtomentosum. This fungus is said to  

occur infrequently in the southernmost counties of England, but may be 

seen all year round. 

Then, just before Christmas, I was interested to find another fungus growing 

on open ground not far from the Bell Tower (F). Although previously            

unknown to me, this proved to be a fairly common puffball with the          

scientific name Geastrum triplex. It is called a puffball because, on maturity, 
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a small aperture appears on the top of the 

‘fruit body’ and, when a drop of rain, or an 

inquisitive finger, touches the fungus, a puff 

of spores is released into the air from the 

aperture. 

The churchyard is an interesting wildlife reserve and if you were to wander 

round it or sit patiently on one of the benches there you may be rewarded 

by a glimpse of a badger, squirrel or fox - one year I witnessed three fox 

cubs playing there. A number of different species of bird have been sighted 

in the trees and in summer butterflies and bees are attracted to the wild 

flowers. 

Post lockdown, why don’t you wander round one of our churchyards or sit 

for a time on one of the benches in summer or autumn when the weather is 

fine and report any interesting plants, animals or fungi that you see or find? 

Good hunting and recording! 

Tom Eggeling 
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