
Welcome to the FYT PARISHES CHURCH 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN for  

 

7th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 
 

 
 

 

Put on your God Glasses 
 

“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 

the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 
 

I thought, this week, I would briefly return to the 
subject of glasses.  

When considering life as 
viewed through broken 
glasses last week, I Googled 
(other search engines are 
available) Glasses and God. 

There isn’t a treasure trove of writing and 
reflection on the two together, but I did come 
across the rather interesting idea of looking at life 
with your ‘God Glasses’ on.  
 

It’s very easy for us to be limited by our physical 
sight and blinded by our emotions and personal 
experiences. We look on life with our own 
opinions, our own challenges, our own 
preconceived ideas. If we rely only on our physical 
sight, life can sometimes seem scary, mundane, 
grey perhaps, or limiting, a bit uninteresting or 
unimpressive or worse – our physical sight can 
make us hyper critical as we see only the veneer – 
the outside appearances of everything around us.   
 

Thankfully, as Samuel points out (above) 
“the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.”  Praise the Lord for that, for he sees 
beyond our imperfections, taking “pleasure in his 
people” (Psalm 149:4).  
 
Psalm 139:14 is great as it helps us to know that 
God sees us in a fantastic way “God I will praise 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well”. The Lord sees the colour in us, 
the beauty in us, the uniqueness of each of us - the 
good in us in a way that we fail to see, as we look 

at the world around us, using only our physical 
sight. Maybe what we need is a pair of glasses to 
help us to “look on the heart” of others, as God 
does. Not a rose-tinted pair - for whilst the world 
might look quite attractive with a rosy glow – they 
simply give a false warmth to what we’d normally 
see. No, I suggest what we need are glasses which 
enable us not to “see as man sees” but to see all 
the colour and joy and love that God sees. Glasses 
which show us life from God’s wonderful 
perspective. So that we can: 

o Understand the truth in what we see 

o See ourselves as God Sees us 
o See others as God sees them 
o See a situation as God sees It 
o See our ‘enemies’ as God sees them and 
o “Look on the heart” of others 

 

I need a pair of God Glasses! Now, when does the 

optician open? 
 

A message from Margaret Burland  
– Kestrels in the tower. 

 
As a follow up to John’s super photo of the 
kestrels in the tower, last Friday (17th) Clive 
and I walked down to the Causeway late in the 
afternoon and as we passed the church we 
heard a noise we did not recognise – very fast 
screaming and a louder calling and up in the 
sky were three kestrels – the young had 
obviously fledged and mother was trying to 
keep them under control!  It was exciting to 
see them flying around, and a beautiful sight. 
  

Change is sure to come … 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Grace Hopper, pioneering 
computer scientist,  once 
said “The most dangerous 
phrase a manager can use is 
‘we’ve always done it that 

way’”. Hopper was working in a fast-moving 
technological domain where repeating previously 
successful strategies often ended disastrously and 
she understood that when we “brush off new 
ideas, we end up falling down the same old holes”. 
 



Whilst, here in West Wight, we are not concerned 
with fast moving technology, Coronavirus, 
changing demographics and a shortage of 
ordained ministers has brought us to the point 
where things will have to change, in ways that 
seemed inconceivable a few years back. We have 
come to a point where we cannot hang on to the 
status quo just because “we’ve always done it that 
way”.  
 

It’s probably safe to say that most of us are wary 
of change. Change is challenging and can leave us 
insecure and afraid. It can disturb our routines and 
our perceptions of the world around us. But, 
thankfully, whilst we might encounter change in 
our everyday lives, what doesn’t change is God.  
God is good. He loves us. He takes care of us. Even 
when we feel overwhelmed by all of life’s changes, 
God is constant. “I am the Lᴏʀᴅ, and I do not 
change”. Malachi 3:6 
 

Over recent weeks our Church Wardens and Leisa 
have been considering, not only how we get 
services safely back into church buildings, against 
a background of Covid 19, but also how we might 
manage future services. So, in the short term, 
plans have been put together for the 
reintroduction of some services, in all 4 of our 
churches, during August and September. Having 
come up with a plan designed to get people safely 
back into Church, against the background of Covid 
19, there is additional ongoing consideration of 
how we then progress through the Autumn and 
the run up to Christmas against a background of, 
not only Covid 19, but also with only one available 
ordained minister across the whole of the West 
Wight Mission Community. We are blest in the FYT 
Parishes to benefit from Leisa’s reliable presence 
along with a dedicated team of Lay Leaders. Many 
church communities are facing a future without an 
ordained minister at all. With all these challenges, 
in planning for the future, it seems we must all 
accept that the worship patterns of the past are no 
longer sustainable and difficult decisions are 
having to be made. But, be reassured - just as we 
are facing change now, which we might feel is 
negative, further change could always be just 
around the corner and good things can come from 
bad situations. New doors open as others close.  
 

So, for now, along with this Bulletin, you will find a 
schedule of services across the FYT Parishes for 
August and September. There is also a summary of 

the constraints/limitations/considerations that 
the Church Wardens have had to acknowledge, to 
help everyone to understand some of the thinking 
behind all the planning.  In addition, you will find 
practical information relating to service 
attendance in church, within the context of 
Government Covid secure guidelines. Future 
service patterns will be circulated in due course. 

 
“To everything (turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 
And a time for every purpose, 
under heaven” 

(The Byrds 1965) 
 

‘Referencing: Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 

 
Dear Lord,  

Your Word says that there is a time for 

everything, and a season for every 

activity under the heavens:  

a time to be born, a time to die,  

a time to kill and a time to heal, 

a time to tear down and a time to 

build.  

This Word shows me that there is a 

time for change, it is natural for every 

activity to have its allotted time. Lord 

help me to be comfortable with this 

time of change, Amen. 

 
A personal prayer 

  

Lord, I pause before you 

to contemplate the 

things I see as valuable 

in my life.  

Help me to hold them 

lightly and to be ready 

to give them up at the 

sound of your call. 

Amen 
 
 
 

If you have a prayer or reflection that you would like 
included in The Bulletin or you need help or 
information,  then contact Leisa or Julia: 

 
Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com 

The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Road,  
Totland Bay PO39 0ES 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


