
Welcome to the FYT PARISHES CHURCH 
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3rd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Change is on the horizon, but … 
proceed with caution! 

 

So, here we go - another week and another 
Government announcement, easing more of the 
Lockdown restrictions, including permission for 
Places of Worship to re-open for services.  This is, 
of course, welcome news but we must remember 
that it does come against the backdrop of concern 
that Coronavirus is still with us and that any easing 
of Lockdown must go ahead with utmost caution. 
We must take time and take care to ensure the 
safety of our clergy, our congregations, our visitors 
and our volunteers. 
 

We were given the green light two weeks ago to 
open our churches for personal prayer, as and 
when it was deemed safe to do so and our Church 
Wardens have been working hard to ensure that 
this might happen. Events might seem to be 
overtaking those plans but for the time being, until 
the Diocese have provided clear guidance, 
opening for private prayer is still the next aim for 
the FYT Parishes.  
 

The Church Wardens have gathered together a 
team of volunteer stewards who will be present in 
our churches when they are open, to ensure that 
those wishing to visit and sit a while can do so in 
safety. Christ Church, All Saints and St Agnes 
churches are aiming to be open from next week – 
most likely on Monday mornings and Thursday 
afternoons. St James are looking to a later start 
date of Monday 6th July.  
 

In terms of services – these are still a long way off. 
There are lots of challenges ahead of us  but we 
can take heart that, with God to guide us, we will 
get back to happy times in our much-loved church 
buildings. 
 
 

As we venture back into our churches for 
personal prayer, let us pause and think on this …  

 

Please stay awhile…. 
 

May the peace of this place bring you 

an inner peace.   

Bring to this place any anxieties, 

burdens or troubled thoughts and sit 

quietly in the knowledge that in God’s 

sight you are special and He 

cares about you very much. 
 

“Lord, help me to trust your love, to 

accept your strength, and to stay close 

to you in the days ahead”. Amen. 
 

Creative Christianity 
 

I signed up recently to an online ‘Summit’  – 
Creative Christianity – run by Cheerfully Given – an 
online marketplace website made up of a 
community of 130 “Christian designers who have 
a desire to share the Lord Jesus through great 
design and contemporary craft”.  
 

The Summit of 30 webinars of up to an hour long, 
included workshops, interviews, talks and 
presentations. From “Cultivating Wonder” (a mini 
photography workshop) to a “Creative Sermon 
Notes” demonstration via a session “Exploring 
Identity & Creativity with artist Thea Muir” and 
multiple presentations from Church Planter Paul 
Blackham, the Summit provided an opportunity to 
look at Creativity from a Christian perspective.  
 

Thankfully, I have ongoing access to the online 
units as it was too much to complete all sessions 
as they were released. I’m looking forward to 
further exploration of the relationship between 
Creativity and Christianity. A number of the 
speakers reflected on the fact that so many people 
feel that they lack creativity. Is it perhaps, that we 
confuse being creative with being artistic? From a 
Christian viewpoint, if God is the ultimate creator 
and we are made in his image then surely, we all 
have capacity for creativity?  
 

Whether you cook, you write, you talk with 
people, you draw, you look at life from both sides, 
you give your time and your efforts, you can 
explain something clearly, you garden, you plan, 
you pray, you worship – you are creative – we are 
all creative. (JB) (Look out for Anne Linington’s 
poem on the back of the Readings Sheet) 



Talking of creativity … 
“Well - we may have 
spent over 13 weeks in 
lockdown, but some 
people have been very 
busy! The picture shows 
some of the toys that 
Sylvia has been busy 

making, and I’m sure that other crafters have also been 
busy crafting. When we are allowed to have our next 
craft fare it will prove to be a bumper one!  
 

It’s just as well that the crafters are crafting at home 
because, I’m sure, that when we are able to meet again 
- there will be far more chatting than crafting!” 

 

So, the message from Jill at All Saints is -   
“carry on crafting!” 

 

(Normally, the All Saints Crafters meet on Monday 
afternoons in the church for tea and chat and craft -  Let Jill 
know if you would like to join - when it eventually restarts!!). 

 

Good news, good news!! 
 

After a herculean effort put in by Jill Reynolds 
(Church Warden) and the All Saints and St Agnes 
Standing Committee and many others, it seems, 
finally, that agreement has been reached on the 
way forward with St Agnes Church Floor, which 
has fallen into a state of disrepair. A price has been 
agreed with Banks; the Archdeacon has agreed 
that the work can be authorised by the provision 
of an Archdeacon’s certificate and a date will be 
set for the church to be cleared and the work 
undertaken. The work should take around 8 weeks 
and whilst Banks have suggested it might be done 
in the Autumn, there is a hope that the start date  
can be brought forward.   

 

The Sunday Zoom Room and Home 
Worship 

 

In Leisa and Colin’s absence last week – as they took a 
well-deserved break – Geoff Kirk and Peter Byatt from 
Christ Church stepped in to fill the technical and 
pastoral void and we are grateful for their time and 
effort, which enabled us to gather again for another 
Sunday morning Zoom service. We have been so 
fortunate over recent weeks, to benefit from the 
knowledge and skills and dedication and creativity of 
many people, who have contributed in so many ways 
to keeping us afloat in troubled waters. Staying with 
the boat analogy – we are still being tossed around in a 
stormy sea but with land in sight we should perhaps be 
thinking about what is to come.  

As mentioned earlier, it will be a while before we return 
to business as usual so over the next few weeks, we 
would ask you all to reflect on the last 3 months and 
consider, both on a personal basis and in terms of 
Zoom services and shared home worship materials:  
  

• what has helped you?  

• what you have particularly enjoyed? 

• what would you like to see more of? 

• are there things you would like to see 
continue? 

• would you like to see other services via Zoom? 

• would a midweek evening prayer service be 
helpful? 

• has the Bulletin been of value? 
 

It’s tempting to do draw up a questionnaire but I think 
it might be nice if people do have thoughts, ideas, and 
feedback on the past 13 weeks, that they jot them 
down and send to me or Leisa by email or letter or 
maybe pick up the phone or have a chat with a Church 
Warden or PCC member. 
 

The future belongs to all of us and if nothing else, the 
impact of Covid 19 and the way we have progressed 
over recent months, gives us now, both a need and an 
opportunity, to reflect on the past, think about the 
present and plan for the future, as one community of 3 
parishes and 4 churches.  
 

A personal prayer … 
 

My Lord God … 
 

I bring before you my hopes and my 

despairs and ask that I might be guided 

by your wisdom, your grace and your 

mercy. 
 

Be with me so that I may be confident 

in my hopes and reflective in my 

despair. 
 

Be at my side in all my decisions and in 

all my actions, that I might live my life 

in accordance with your expectations, 

this day and forever. Amen 

 

 

If you have a prayer or reflection that you would like 
included in our ebulletin or you need help or 
information,  then contact Leisa or Julia: 

 
Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com 

The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Road,  
Totland Bay PO39 0ES 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


