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“STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS, SAVE LIVES” 

 

                        
 

Last Sunday a new slogan was unveiled, along with the 
beginnings of a ‘roadmap’ - both designed to help ease 
us into ‘Phase two’ of our Covid 19 journey, towards …? 
Well, certainly a different future from the one we 
might have imagined, at the start of the year. 
 

However, even with a roadmap, I think we can all agree 
that the journey through Covid 19 and out of lockdown, 
will be a challenge. We are uneasy and probably still 
feel somewhat in the dark about how we might 
reasonably see our friends and family; how we might 
return safely to work; when we might be allowed back 
to our churches or when our children might go back to 
school? How do we navigate the practicalities of 
moving forward? 
 

Will we need to turn left or turn right? Carry straight on 
or even turn back for a while? Whichever direction our 
roadmap takes us, we can perhaps be thankful that, 
with God at our side:   
 

“Whether you turn to the left or to the right your ears 
will hear a voice saying: “This is the way, walk in it”. 
Isaiah Ch 30, v21 
 

And if the way seems a dark, we know, Lord, that: 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path”. Psalm 119:105 
 

Now - a top tip from Tom (Jackson)  
BBC Radio 4  Thursday 21st May 8pm   

‘A celebration for Ascension Day’  
 

“I heard yesterday that this service will include the 
Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah, which is 
much loved by many people who would not normally 
choose to listen to classical or cathedral-style music. 
We have performed it two or three times at Christ 
Church, and many members of the congregation have 
joined in. There is even an opportunity to send in your 
own recording as part of the virtual choir!” For more 
info:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000j8rt 

Uncharted Territory 
 

This new voyage on which you have begun 

Is taking you into, as yet uncharted 

territory. 

It is a journey not ’cross distant seas, 

nor to foreign lands, but to deep within 

yourself. 

It is a time, during which you will discover 

hidden depths, 

And strength you could never believe you 

possessed 

On it you will make new friendships and 

deepen old. 

You will discover new loves, new joys and 

new life 

Things you may once have taken for 

granted 

Will become so very precious 

Like jewels mined from deep within earth’s 

darkness. 

Supported by loved ones near and far 

You are strong enough for this your own 

odyssey 

So go with fortitude to reach your 

appointed destination that is you. 
 

(by Anne Linington 2005) 

 

An update  
from the Coronavirus Support Hub 

 

It has been another productive week at the hub. 
Thanks to everyone who continues to support 
others in the community with practical support, 
making scrubs for our care homes, delivering 
prescriptions, hot food and those offering phone 
contact. The hub has now expanded its service to 
include Shalfleet. As of the 6th May, these are the 
figures: 
  

• 475 people have asked for help or support  

• 427 people have volunteered their 
support with tasks including shopping, 
phone contact and prescription delivery 

• 396 people have been assisted with 
prescription collection and delivery  

• 30 have registered to receive hot food 
deliveries  

• 200 sets of scrubs, face masks plus 160 
wash bags made for local care homes. 
Cowes 

• Enterprise College have made 300 face 
shields to date and Rapanui have donated 
t-shirts. 
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IS THIS A FERTILE VOID? 
 
Like many of you I have been enjoying the beauty 
of creation, especially during walks in Mill Copse. 
It is like a green cathedral, with the sun shining 
through the branches of the freshly green trees; 
wildflowers scattering the floor and the birds 
singing a chorus. It seems a world away from the 
sadness and difficulties that can be in everyday life 
now 
 

Last week I read an article by Beth McLaughlin 
Booram entitled "Is this the fertile void?" She 
refers to a void as being bereft of the ability to 
make meaning of something. Then there are 4 
statements that describe the current crisis as a 
void. 
 

We are powerless in many ways against the virus. 
We are uncertain about the future 
We are isolated from each other 
We might have "lost" the meaning to our days 
 

But while this describes the void, the fertile hope 
of our experience is how this time can transform 
us. A fertile void is where meaning making ceases 
and being begins. 
 

To ‘be’ is to live fully in the present moment. 
To ‘be’ is to cease striving and know that God is 
God. 
To ‘be’ is to possess peace from accepting what we 
can't change and changing what we can. 
To ‘be’ is to accept our humanness, finiteness and 
mortality. 
 

Somehow, in experiencing and accepting the 
difficult emotions of the void, the Holy Spirit can 
come to us and enable us to ‘be’ with God. This is 
definitely an ongoing journey. I am doing more 
gardening now. Some plants grow fast, like runner 
beans, but other grow almost imperceptibly. We 
are all different. Perhaps it is only the growing that 
is important and not the speed. 
 

This gives me great hope. Like many of the 
psalmists who struggled with difficult times, but 
trusted God would deliver them. For example - 
Psalm 42 – “May God give us the grace to live with 
both the joy and pain of our experience and so be 
changed by Him”.   
 

April Mansbridge    (St. James’ church)  May 2020 
 

 
‘THIS CHURCH IS STILL CLOSED TEMPORARILY’ 

 

At the time of writing this – it is 7 weeks since we closed 
our churches, even for private prayer and reflection. 
The Government Roadmap gives hope that as time 
goes on, churches will, once again open their doors. For 
now, though there are no significant changes to date. 
Any easing of lockdown in terms of our church 
buildings will need careful consideration and planning. 
Updates will be sent out as we receive them and as we 
are advised by Bishop Christopher. 

 

A Psalm for Today from Bunty (St James) 
 

The Lord is my friend,  
he has known me all my life. 

From him I hide nothing. 
He accepts me as I am  

and shows me what I should become. 
In the darkness of my sin, 

and in the folly of my ways, 
he comforts and forgives me. 

Lord your love dispels, 
and fills my life with peace. 

You open my eyes to see your creation, 
And fill my heart with a new love 

And my mind with fresh understanding. 
Your gift of new life is my greatest joy. 

I know that your love is with me forever. Amen 
 

A prayer of approach  
 

Gracious God, we come before you, 

drawn by the power of your welcoming 

love. We come with our sorrows and 

joys. We come with our expectations 

and apprehensions. We come with 

what we have done. We come as who 

we are. In your love we find peace and 

hope. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

If you have a prayer or reflection that you would like 
included in our ebulletin or you need help or 

information,  then contact Leisa or Julia: 
 

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com 
Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


