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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY - WHY GO TO CHURCH? 
 

There’s an old story about a mother who went to 
wake up her son one Sunday morning. “Come on” 
she said, “time to get up and go to church.” The 
son moaned. “I don’t want to go to church.” 
“Come on,” she coaxed “you know we go to church 
on Sunday morning”. “Why should I?” he said. 
“They don’t like me and I don’t like them.” “Well – 
two reasons” said his mother, “first, you’re 42 
years old and second, you’re the vicar!”  
This is the opening paragraph in a little book by 
John Pritchard’s titled - Why go to Church? 
 

Well, it made me smile and then it got me thinking 
– why do we go to church? There are, of course, a 
myriad of reasons. John Pritchard goes on to 
explore the reasons we might have for going to 
church under the headings: 
 

• Because we are on a journey 

• Because we are looking for a framework to 
live in 

• Because it is a place of moral seriousness in a 
trivialized culture 

• Because churches make an honest attempt at 
community in a culture that has forgotten 
how to do it 

• Because I’m a learner; and church seems to be 
a community of learners 

• Because the building talks a different 
language and it’s fascinating 

• Because I might strike lucky 

• Because I want to get in touch with God 

• Because when times are hard there are 
resources there 

• Because there’s a saint or two to be found 
there and saints are exciting 

 

If you were asked – ‘why do you go to church?’ – 
what would you say?  
 

Last weekend Germany announced that Churches 
would re-open with appropriate social distancing 
… and no singing!! It seems clear that life, as it was 
at the start of this year, is a long way off returning. 

What will our Churches look like in the Summer? 
At Christmas? This time next year? Before Covid 
19, we were already looking at how our 4 churches 
could move forward with only one full time vicar 
and considering how to manage the tradition of 
Sunday services.  
 

During lockdown we have managed to come 
together in other ways but is that the same? When 
they finally ease the restrictions, we must consider 
what will Church look like in the future? We know, 
of course, that Church is more than just a Sunday 
service. God’s Church – our Church – is about the 
people, actions in community, living our lives day 
in day out, with God … BUT … Church itself is a very 
special part of our conversation with God. To look 
into the future, to shape the future - we must ask 
ourselves, as John Pritchard did in his ‘little book 
of guidance’ – Why go to Church? 
 

 
 

A Prayer  
 

Gracious God our path in life does not always 
lead us into quiet, calm places of caring and 

compassion for others. Our journey often takes us 
off the beaten track and into the difficult terrain of 

selfishness and anger. 
Our progress is often slowed by fear and anxiety. 

 
Yet You remain at our side, Lord, 

to comfort and provide, reminding us of 
Your promise that all is forgiven for all time. 

So, we turn to you, again. 
We praise You, Lord, that you bless us anew 

each day with Your grace and goodness. 
That You open doors to fresh opportunities and 
that You lead us by the hand to a place we can 

call home. 
 

Take us from here, refreshed in our journey with 
You and with one another, that we might love You 

more and follow You more closely. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen 

 
A Blessing 

 

You are sought, seek peace. 

You are loved, love justice. 

You are protected, protect the weak. 

You are safe, save the lost. 



You are chosen, choose life for all! 

Amen. 

 
 

Like many people as we went into lockdown, I saw it as 
an opportunity to have a clear out and a sort out of my 
entire house! I am glad to say that the novelty soon 
wore out as I found more interesting things to do, like 
reading and jigsaws and gardening. I come from a 
family of hoarders; my father rarely threw anything out 
because “it might come in useful”. At times however 
this serves us well. 
 

We had been planning celebrations for VE day, a 
church service and a street party. Sadly, both activities 
are no longer possible. This leads nicely onto things 
that might come in useful some time. 
Whilst sorting through a box of papers I brought home 
from church, I found a copy of the Service of 
Thanksgiving for the victory in Europe, as you can see 
it is the vicars copy and is annotated throughout. 
 

We had hoped to use extracts from this service for our 
church service, having read through it there are certain 
parts that I feel are relevant today in the current 
situation. 
 

Minister: For the devotion of doctors, nurses, and 
chaplains, for the protectors of our homes, for all who 
have laboured to provide food and the tools of war 
People: We thank the, O Lord. 
Minister: For thy sustaining power through toil and 
fear, agonies and most instant perils, for the issue upon 
thy eternal judgement, for the promise of peace 
People: We thank thee, O Lord. 
Minister: For these and all other blessings from the 
hand of God, let us give thanks. 
 

The war that we are fighting at the moment is a very 
different war to that fought 1939-1945, and in many 
ways, we are fighting an invisible enemy, which makes 
it at times more frightening, but as in 1945 there are 
positive signs. The blessing given at the end of the 
service is also relevant to us all today and in the days to 
come. 
 

Let each one go forth from this thanksgiving to 
practise his dedication, advancing in the service of 

God, and making by his daily work and life an 
offering to the creator for the new creation: to the 

praise of his Holy Name and the good of all.   
 

So next time you decide to declutter be careful - it 
could be very useful in 75 years’ time! 

Christian Aid Week … 
begins on Sunday 10th May. This year all our plans 
(with everyone else’s) have had to cancelled. But 
due to the worldwide Pandemic, our overseas 
brothers and sisters need even more help 
 

The launch of Christian Aid Week service will be 
live streamed at 1pm on Sunday 10th May - 
preacher is Rev Dr Rowan Williams. There will also 
be daily reflections available during Christian Aid 
Week. This will replace our annual CTWW 
Christian Aid service at 5pm, planned for this year 
at FMC. 
 

During the week there are quizzes each day which 
you can sign up to - which look fun! 
 

We wondered too if anyone has any spare extra 
plants eg vegetables, they would be able to put 
outside their home and suggest a donation to 
Christian Aid. Obviously, Janet Harding cannot 
hold her usual extremely successful fund-raising 
plant sale in Yarmouth this year but if you can help 
in this way please send any donations to 
her.  However, it is essential not to attract a crowd 
- somehow you must ensure that you keep to the 
social distancing rules!!! 
 

The Big Brekkie which was planned for Saturday 
morning on 9th May cannot happen but we will 
hold one once the restrictions are lifted. We are 
certain it will be as popular as ever whenever we 
can organise it! 
 

Online? Please  look at: info@e-mail.christian-
aid.org  There is an e donation envelope this year 
instead of the usual red Christian Aid envelope, so 
please do let people know about this way of giving. 
Any cash donations can be sent to Janet Harding. 
 

Finally, several of our congregations took copies of 
"Count your Blessings" for Lent. Janet has received 
4 donations from this project. Any more donations 
-  please send cheque (written out to Christian Aid) 
to Janet Harding so that we can see how much was 
raised over Lent. Janet’s address is: 7 West View 
Victoria Rd. Yarmouth  PO410QW  

 

If you have a prayer or reflection that you would like 
included in our ebulletin or you need help or 

information,  then contact Leisa or Julia: 
 

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com 

Victory in Europe 
 

By Jill Reynolds 
All Saints and St Agnes 



Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 

 


