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After the starkness of Lent, our churches blossomed 
into new life at Easter in the gifted hands of our  

flower arrangers.                                                                      
The floral displays declared the beauty of the  

Risen Lord! 
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Welcome to our first ever Benefice magazine. We hope that you 

will find it an interesting read, as well as a means of getting to 

know more about each other’s parishes. The combined             

population of the three parishes in the 2011 census was 9161, so 

even taking into account our sister churches in CTWW, there is 

still a huge percentage of  people who never set foot inside a 

church.   

We would love the combined magazine to become a real focus 

for life on the West Wight, a bringing together of Christian and  

secular and an affirmation that we are all God’s people. 

If you feel that you could make a contribution – or if you can see 

any major omissions – do please  contact anyone on the editorial 

team.  We value your feedback.  

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 

work over many years of those producing the individual church        

magazines: Linda Muttett and Angela Bamsey for Freshwater 

and Yarmouth; Jane Walton and Hazel Britton (and their       

predecessors Roz Whistance and John Honeychurch) at       

Totland. This new magazine brings the current editors together 

‘under one roof’ as part of the emerging mission community. 

The benefice magazine team: 

Hazel Britton and Jane Walton:  
magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

David Griffith:   molsat@aol.com  

Linda Muttett:   linda.muttett@gmail.com 

Items for the next 

issue by 

15th June please 

mailto:magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk
mailto:molsat@aol.com
mailto:linda.muttett@gmail.com
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At this time of year (after Easter), the stories we read about Jesus 

after his death and rising from the grave, point us to the gathering of 

his disciples; bringing them together and empowering them with 

the gift of His Holy Spirit; sending them out to preach the gospel and 

make disciples of all the nations. They were a community of believers 

with a message of God’s love which spread all over the Roman empire 

and beyond. 

In Freshwater, Totland and Yarmouth, we too have been gathering – 

uniting as four churches under one Team Vicar in our part of the big-

ger vision of the ‘West Wight Mission Community’. A community, we 

pray, that will emerge over time as a wider expression of Christian life 

in the Church of England today across the West Wight where we will 

be invited to share and explore common ground in following Jesus  

together - working with Team Rector Clive Todd and all those called to 

serve as priests, lay ministers and volunteers, across our wider         

network of churches and communities. 

All Saints & St. Agnes, Christ Church and St James began their part of 

this new journey in April 2017 as they prepared to welcome a new  

vicar to their group of churches and began to consider how, together, 

they could share the Good News of Jesus Christ and also retain the 

distinctive flavour of their churches and worship as they share God’s 

love in our towns, villages and bays. 

‘Loving God and Loving our communities’ has emerged as a common 

theme for our four churches. With this in mind, we have been working 

on a new magazine to share together a bit more about the life of our 

TOGETHER AT PENTECOST -  

PEOPLE, PURPOSE AND PRAYERS. 
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churches, our communities and how the love of God is expressed in 

our part of the West Wight. I write this letter on Easter Day 2019 and 

like you, I am looking forward to reading the first May / June edition 

of our new bi-monthly magazine. 

When we do new things together, we do not forget all those who 

have, over the years been involved in reaching out to our               

communities through individual church magazines and newsletters. 

Their articles, time and talents have provided opportunities for       

people to be in touch with their local churches, with community 

events and other vital local services.  They have also brought many a 

smile and a thoughtful reflection to our day. Thanks and appreciation 

is sent out to all who have contributed in this way. We will need your 

continued contributions to the new style magazine. I look forward to 

us all sharing our joys and challenges; sharing our gifts, experience 

and knowledge across all four churches and our three parishes, as we 

witness to our common theme of: 

I pray as your Team Vicar that this new adventure 

together will help us all to spread further the love 

of God in fresh and familiar ways -  in times of joy, 

sadness, celebration, change and transition and 

that we become known as a community of         

prayerful people, sharing a common purpose to 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ across the 

West Wight as we head towards Pentecost and beyond.  

Rev Leisa 

‘Loving God, Loving our Communities 

 and of  

Helping and Honouring each other’.   
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The Four Churches 

The Priest in Charge of the four churches is  
Reverend Leisa Potter. 

Leisa can be contacted in the following ways: 
Tel: 01983 753078 
Church Mobile: 07732 120233 
Email: revleisa@btinternet.com 

 http://www.allsaintsandstagnes.org.uk/  

All Saints Freshwater with St Agnes Freshwater Bay 

Contact: Jill Reynolds 

Tel: 756308 

jillreynolds3010@gmail.com 

 
Christ Church Totland Bay 

http://christchurchtotland.org.uk/ 

Contact: Denis Gosden 

Email: admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Church mobile: 07582 861966 

Contact: Richard and Janet Harding 

Email: rmjmiow@btinternet.com 

Tel: 761260 

St James’ Yarmouth  

Website coming soon! 

http://www.allsaintsandstagnes.org.uk/
http://christchurchtotland.org.uk/
http://christchurchtotland.org.uk/
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It is very difficult, in a short piece of writing, to explain adequately the 
impact and contribution that Peter has had on the Church of All Saints’. 
He has been involved in the church from childhood, and in all that time 
he has only ever had a positive impact on the church and the changing 
church family over the years. He has spent 30 years of that time as 
Churchwarden, retiring this April. 

Before I became his fellow Churchwarden, I was aware of the amount of 
time and effort Peter put into the role and I also knew that he was the 
Bell Tower Captain. When I became Churchwarden, I obviously got to 
know Peter much better and I must say what an eye-opener that was!  
He has quite a wicked sense of humour and a great collection of witty 
stories.  Our regular invitations to Mothers’ Union lunches and teas 
were due to his witty stories.  

But there are so many other sides to Peter. The sermon on the morning 
of our APCM spoke about gifts, that we all have gifts and that some 
chose to use theirs for the benefit of others. Peter has done this for 
many years but quietly, with humility and with reverence.   

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with Peter over the past five or 
so years. He has taught me much in the Anglican way of doing things 
as opposed to the Welsh way. Also, much in his way of responding to 
people and issues within the church in his usual quiet, thoughtful and 
methodical way.  

One of his many talents is his willingness to not only accept change but 
embrace it, which is a positive message to us all. He has an innate abil-
ity to see the bigger picture and our role within it. I shall miss our road 
trips together, but I feel so privileged to have worked 
with him. We are so glad that Peter is staying as a 
member of the PCC, we need his wisdom. 

These words are inadequate in describing all 
that Peter has done for us over the years and 
will undoubtedly do in the years to come. 

Peter, we give you our thanks (with bells on!) 
and Mary, we thank you and all the family for 
sharing him with us!   Jill Reynolds 
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Some 4000 years ago, a building 

boom started in Mesopotamia. Rival 

communities rushed to create ever 

bigger temples in brick. At the heart 

of these temples were the massive, 

stepped towers we 

know as  ziggurats 

(from the Akkadian 

word for ‘high’), each 

topped off with a 

shrine. The ambition 

and vanity of the build-

ers is reflected in the 

names given to the 

towers: in Babylon      

itself, the tallest of all 

was called ‘the  foundation of heav-

en and earth’.   Today, men still vie 

with one another to build the       

biggest and the highest structures in 

the world. 

In Genesis 11: 4 we read that the 

Babylonians said “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, with a tower that 

reaches to the heavens, so that we 

may make a name for ourselves and 

not be scattered over the face of 

the earth.” But their pride seems to 

have got in the way of what must 

have been a large and complicated 

exercise, involving skilled workers 

from different regions 

and speaking different 

languages.                    

The following verses 

show God’s response 

to that pride: “Let us go 

down and confuse their 

language so that they 

will not understand 

each other.” We are 

told that the Lord 

scattered them all over the earth 

and that they stopped building the 

city. The name Babel came to be 

synonymous with confusion 

(Hebrew bahal) and has given us 

our word ‘babble’. 

Today there are over 6,500 record-

ed languages spoken on earth, and 

most are mutually unintelligible. At 

various stages, a particular common 

Pentecost: a new language for all the 

world (Acts 2) 
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language has helped different      

peoples to communicate: Sanskrit, 

Greek, Latin, Arabic, Mandarin, 

French, Pidgin and, latterly English 

are all examples. But, however well 

we know it, a foreign language  

remains just that: we cannot       

communicate quite as  easily or as 

precisely as when we are speaking 

with someone who shares our 

‘mother tongue’. There have been 

many failed attempts to create a 

new common language, Esperanto  

being the best-known. It would 

seem that perfect communication 

with others is not something we 

can achieve at the level of            

language alone. 

But Pentecost shows how God has 

given us another sort of  language, 

another way of communicating 

with all our brothers and sisters 

throughout the earth. That other 

language is the language of the  

Holy Spirit, the language of God’s 

love for each one of his children, 

the language of Jesus in his        

ministry on earth.  On that day of 

Pentecost, the Spirit of God was 

poured out in the wind and the 

fire. The crowd knew His presence. 

The crowd realised that they all 

stood in the same relationship to 

Him.  And the crowd, gathered 

from every corner of the Near East,  

understood one another: “…we 

hear them declaring the wonders 

of God in our own tongues!”  

(Acts 2:11). 

Today and every day, we too can 

know that presence of God in our 

lives. Our confusion can be swept 

away if we open ourselves to the 

language of the Spirit and the  

power of the Word. As Peter said 

to the crowd that first Pentecost: 

“Repent and be baptised, every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins. And you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. The promise is for 

you and your children and for all 

who are far off – for all whom the 

Lord our God will call.”  

(Acts 2: 38-39) 

 

David Griffith,   

St James’ Yarmouth 
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O fOr a thOusand tOngues tO sing…. 

This hymn of Charles Wesley became a favourite of mine for its      

upbeat expression of the joy of praising our God. I always loved the 

very first line for its enthusiastic longing for a THOUSAND tongues to 

sing this praise. What a marvellous sound that would make!  

Then I thought what if 'tongues' actually mean 'languages'? There are 

at least 6,500 languages still spoken in the world today. What if       

Wesley had known that and written 'SIX thousand' in that first line!               

I pondered over how many of these languages are used in Christian 

worship each Sunday… 

Then I fell for Wesley's exuberant list of challenges to us, in the final 

verses, to rise above our limitations and just get up, leap up, sing up 

to spread the Gospel message. 

Moreover, should I sing the hymn to the robust tune of Lyngham, it 

makes for a very good gallop on my training runs over the Downs! 

Megan Eggeling, Christ Church. 
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MILESTONES 

Albert and Grace Purnell celebrated 

their Diamond Wedding in March 

and were delighted to receive this 

special card from HM The Queen. 

Congratulations Grace and Albert! 

Barry Williams has been entertaining residents of 

local care homes with his musical skills for many 

years, often accompanied by his wife Maureen. 

Residents of Ancona, Kinloch Tae, Little Hayes 

and The Gouldings were delighted to listen 

and join in with well known and well loved 

songs. At The Gouldings, Barry would often take 

a specific theme and give an insight into the writers 

and their compositions during the sessions.  

Barry also led and helped at monthly services 

in some of the homes as part of the CTWW 

Care Homes Ministry.  

Barry has recently retired from all these        

activities and The Gouldings expressed their 

appreciation with the card pictured here. Well 

done Barry and Maureen - and thank you. 

Please send us  details of Milestones reached by members of your 

church  community for future issues. It is good to celebrate together! 
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ALL SAINTS 

Thank you to those who contributed a Lily at Easter in memory of a 
loved one no longer with us: 

†  Sylvia Russell in memory of  Bert Russell 

† Anne Hayes in memory of Maurice 
Hayes and Wendy Saunders 

† Jackie Kohler-Burton in memory of Roy 
Burton 

† Vida Yalden in memory of Alan Gray 

† Pauline Clayden in memory of Carole 
Walker 

† Julia Sheard in memory of Rupert 
Sheard and Verrall Dunlop  

† Eric Muttett in memory of Charles and 
Winifred Muttett    
   

And thank you to Grace Drudge for her donation  towards  the Church 
Flowers at Easter . 

Jackie Kohler-Burton 

NOTICEBOARD 

CHRIST CHURCH  
 

Coffee and Catch Up (with cake!)    
Friday 31st May and Friday 28th June, 10.30—12 noon 
at The Cottage, Church Hill, Totland Bay.  
Jonny and Lorraine Lord Tel 756398.   
All welcome! 
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ST AGNES 

Could you help to keep St Agnes’ Church looking nice for worshippers 
and visitors? 

The church is need of more people to help with the cleaning, which 
takes about two hours, once a fortnight. Ideally two teams of people 
would be great as this would mean each team only having to work         
every four weeks. Cleaning materials are provided. 

If cleaning is not your ‘thing’, would you be willing to provide two vases 
of or arrangements of flowers, one for the porch windowsill and one for 
the table inside the church? It would be really lovely to re-start the 
flower rota on a fortnightly basis. 

If you would like to help, please contact Sheila or Roger Spivey on 
756577 and come to have a look around the church. 

ST JAMES 

House Group at 7 West View, Victoria Rd. Yarmouth. 761260                         
13th & 27th May and 10th June  

“Holy Dusters” – cleaning the church 9.45am on  14th May and 11th June 

Flower Festival – preparation on Thursday 30th May. Lists to sign for 
stewards and serving refreshments. 
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Youth and Children 

The JAM Club at All Saints, Freshwater 

The All Saints JAM Club meets in the JAM Jar (Bier 
House) during the 9.30am Sunday service on the second 
and third Sundays in the month. (JAM = Jesus And Me) 

 

 
 

 

Contact penny.tilt@btinternet.com to find out more.  

Junior Church at Christ Church Totland Bay 

Children, come and listen to Bible stories, sing songs and 
enjoy crafts at 11am every second and fourth Sunday. 

 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

Call Lorraine on 756398 to find out more. 

Children are warmly welcome in 

all our churches - toys, books and 

colouring activities are            

available even if groups aren’t       

running. 

12th May 26th May 

9th June 23rd June 

12th May 19th May 

9th June 16th June 

mailto:penny.tilt@btinternet.com
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Holiday Bible Club 2019 —a sneak preview 
and a plea! 
This year Holiday Bible Club is called "The Greatest Show" and is 

circus themed! We will be looking at different characters from the 

bible who might have fitted in well in a circus, such as Samson the 

Strong Man and Daniel the Lion Tamer.  

If you any circus related paraphernalia we could borrow for                

decoration/illustration purposes please get in touch.                        

westwightyouth@gmail.com 

The dates are 22-26th July (TBC) 10am-12:30pm each day. More        

details to come. 

Dan Wells, Youth Worker, West Wight Churches Youth Project 

West Wight Churches Youth Project 

CTWW ROCK SOLID CLUB 

Tuesdays 6.30pm - 8pm at West Wight Youth Centre. For school 

years 5 - 8.  Games, competitions, discussions and fun!   

CTWW ROCK SOLID 2 

Wednesdays 7 – 8.30pm at West Wight Youth Centre.  For school 

years 8+.  Drop-in Youth Club – FREE!   

CTWW YOUTH PROJECT ‘THE PACK’  

Thursdays 5.30 – 7pm at Freshwater Methodist Church.  A young 

leadership group. 

For more info on any of these groups, contact Dan Wells on        

westwightyouth@gmail.com or mobile  07584 676687 or visit the 

Youth Project website  https://www.wwcyp.com/  

mailto:westwightyouth@gmail.com
mailto:dan.youthworker@outlook.com
https://www.wwcyp.com/
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 All Saints Christ 
Church 

St James St Agnes 

5th 
 9.30 am 

Family Service 
11am 
Worship for All 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
CW Holy          
Communion  

6pm 
CW Holy        
Communion 

7.30pm CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist Church 

12th 9.30 am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

11am 
Morning Prayer 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
Service of the 
Word 

6pm 
No service 

5pm - Christian Aid Service - see page 20 - CTWW 

19th 9.30 am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

11am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
CW Holy          
Communion  

8am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

26th 9.30 am 
Morning Prayer 

11am 
Morning Prayer 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
Family           
Communion  

6pm 
CW Holy        
Communion 

Thursday 30th May 
7pm 

United service for Ascension Day at St James’ Yarmouth 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY 
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 All Saints Christ 
Church 

St James St Agnes 

2nd  9.30 am 
Family Service 

11am 
Worship for All 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
CW Holy          
Communion  

6pm 
CW Holy        
Communion 

7.30pm CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist Church 

9th 9.30 am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

11am 
Morning Prayer 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
Family            
Communion 

6pm 
BCP Evening 
Prayer 

16th 9.30 am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

11am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
CW Holy          
Communion  

8am 
CW Holy        
Communion 

23rd 9.30 am 
Mattins or 
Morning Prayer 
— tbc 

11am 
Morning Prayer 

8am 
BCP Holy        
Communion  
11am  
Family           
Communion  

6pm 
CW Holy        
Communion 

30th 

10.00am 
Combined Benefice Holy Communion (CW)  

at St James’ Yarmouth 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN JUNE 
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ST JAMES YARMOUTH 

Every Wednesday at 11 am 

Holy Communion 

(Common Worship) 

CHRIST CHURCH TOTLAND BAY 

Every Thursday at 10 am 

Holy Communion 

(Common Worship or BCP) 

RECTORY CHAPEL 

Victoria Road 

Every Wednesday at 11 am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

ST JAMES YARMOUTH 

Prayer Group  

The Glen, Yarmouth 760867 

20thMay and 3rd & 17th June 

PRAYER FOR THE PARISHES 

@ Christ Church Totland Bay 

23rd May and 27th June 

7.30pm—8.30pm 

ALL WELCOME! 

CTWW YOUTH PROJECT 

PRAYER GROUP 

Wednesdays 9am—9.30am  

at the Methodist Church. 

All are invited to come and 

pray for Dan and the team.  

MISSION PRAYER MEETING 

13th May and 10th June 

10.30am 

21 Hurst Point View 

ASCENSION DAY SERVICE 

Thursday 30th May 

7pm 

St James’ Yarmouth 
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THY KINGDOM COME  
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement taking 

place in the 11 days from Ascension Day to Pentecost. 

FIVE A DAY! 

Will you join the ‘5 a day’ challenge ?  

Think of 5 people who need to know Jesus better 

and pray for them on each of the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come.              

O God the source of  all light, 

May we bring salt and light to your world, 

drawing out your presence in the everyday. 

As we offer you our lives, 

shape us as disciples, 

that we may reveal your goodness 

and reflect your light. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Plans are being made to provide prayer resources in our churches: 

special rooms, prayer stations, maybe even some walks.  

This year’s theme is Light Up The World. If you have any ideas  for 

prayer activities please see Leisa or a member of your PCC. 

Daily reflections and prayers such as the one below are available in 
booklet form and on the website.  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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West Wight Service  
Freshwater Methodist Church  

5pm 
Sunday 12th May 
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If there is an envelope in 
your magazine and if you 
wish to donate, please take 
it to one of our churches 
(look for the letter box or 
take to a service)  
OR deliver to 7 West View 
Yarmouth or ‘The Shop’ in 
Freshwater. 

Saturday 11th May 

8.30am—11am 

Freshwater Methodist Church  
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What’s On in May 
Sat 4 10am—6pm Yarmouth Spring Festival - page 24 

 9am—12noon Churchyard working party at All Saints- p26 

Mon 6 2pm All Saints Crafters meet in the church 

Tues 7 2.30pm Mothers Union meeting 

Fri 10 3pm GG Bereavement Group—page 23 

Sat 11 8.30 —11am Big Brekkie - page 21 

Sun 12 5pm Christian Aid Service - page 20 

Mon 13 10am Mission Prayer Group - page 18 

Sat 18 From 10am Christian Aid Plant Sale - page 21 

 7.30pm Uzima Benefit Concert—page 25 

Mon 20 tbc St James’ Prayer Group - page 18 

 2pm All Saints Crafters meet in the church 

Tues 21 9.30am Christian Aid Count at All Saints’ 

Thus 23 7.30 - 8.30pm Prayers for the Parishes—page 18 

Sat 25 10am St James’ Church garden working party—p26 

 9am—Noon Table Top Sale—page 24 

Tues 28 The Archdeacon will be visiting the West Wight Churches. 
Further details in church notices. 

 7pm Organ recital at Christ Church—page 25 

Thurs 30 Flower Festival preparation at St James’ —p 13 

Fri 31 10.30am—
12noon 

Coffee and Catch Up—page 12 

Fri 31 - Sunday 2nd June: Yarmouth Celebrates! Pages 24 and 32 
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What’s on in June 
Fri 31 May - Sunday 2nd June: Yarmouth Celebrates! Pages 24 and 32  
Gaffers, Sea Shanties and Flower Festival. 

Mon 3  St James’ Prayer Group - page 18 

Sat 8 9am - 12noon All Saints Churchyard working grp - page 26 

 10am—4.30pm Piano Workshop - page 25 

Mon 10 10.30am Mission Prayer Group - page 18 

Sat 15 9am—12noon Christ Churchyard working party - page 26 

 7.30pm Tritone’s Summer Concert - page 25 

Tues 17  St James’ Prayer Group—page 18 

Sat 22 9am—12noon Christ Churchyard working party - page 26 

 10am - 4.30pm Piano Workshop - page 25 

Thurs 27 7.30pm - 8.30pm Prayers for the Parishes - page 18 

Fri 28 10.30 - 12 noon Coffee and Catch Up - page 12 

Sat 29 9am—12noon Table Top Sale in Totland—page 24 

THE GG BEREAVEMENT GROUP  

will meet at Greenacres, Windmill Lane, Totland Bay  

on Friday 10th May at 3pm. 

Anyone grieving the loss of a loved one is welcome to join us. 

For further information call Eric on 756549 



24 

Yarmouth Gaffers 
Regatta 2019 

 

Thursday May 30th  to  
Sunday June 2nd 

 

The biggest annual  
gathering of  

gaff-rigged boats  

in the UK 

TABLE TOP SALES IN  

TOTLAND CHURCH HALL 

Saturdays 25th May and 

29th June 

9am to 12 noon 

Table rental £3  

(free for charities) 

Tea, coffee, cake 

Prayer Corner 

To book a table call  

755533 or 717347 
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IN OUR CHURCHYARDs 

Our churches are blessed with stunning       

locations and surroundings. Their churchyards 

are not only the resting places of many       

generations of worshippers but are also       

havens of peace and tranquillity. Have you 

taken time to wander around them recently?  

Our churchyards are maintained by volunteers and all could do with more 

recruits—can you help? See below for some opportunities. 

ST JAMES 

10 am on Saturday 25th May 

Church Garden - volunteers? 
After all the building work – 
anyone interested is invited to 
come & see what we can do in 
the future.          
 

Tel 761260 to find out more. 

ALL SAINTS 

Saturdays 4th May and 
8th June:  9am – 12noon  

Working Party  

Stout footwear and up to 
date tetanus jabs required. 

CHRIST CHURCH 

Saturdays 15th and 22nd June: 9am - 12 noon 

Churchyard clear-up and Memorial Transcription Days 

Volunteers can come and go as you wish, but work commences at 9 
a.m. and finishes at 12.00.  Refreshments will be served in the church 
annexe. To find out more, contact Robin Gosden on 754110 or e-mail: 
robin.gosden@talktalk.net ….or just turn up!   

mailto:robin.gosden@talktalk.net
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We aim to feature each churchyard 

in the magazine. This time, it is the 

turn of Christ Church.  You can read 

the full article on their website. 
 

God’s Acre at Christ Church 

I am writing this in April and true to 

form we have been experiencing    

refreshing April showers and in the 

churchyard an increase in Badger 

activity! They love to forage at night 

for slugs and worms with their 

strong claws and sensitive noses, so 

please be careful that you do not 

disappear into the many badger pot-

holes that litter the churchyard and 

its footpaths. 
 

Managed Cutting of Grassland 

In the churchyard, there is a diversi-

ty of Spring and Summer flowers 

and grasses that have now had an 

opportunity to flower and seed and 

as such, have provided a rich        

environment for insects, butterflies 

and small mammals. 

In our conservation area the         

managed cutting regime for our 

Spring and Summer Flowering 

Grassland means the churchyard 

should be cut during June, the grass         

removed, and then continue to be 

cut every 3 to 4 weeks throughout 

July, August and September. This 

type of cutting regime should       

discourage the build-up of course 

grasses and invasive species and be 

of benefit to the perennial plants 

and flowers. 
 

Churchyard Boundary Hedges 

We are pleased to report that 

though we have lost some, the      

majority of about 315 hedge           

saplings that we planted over the 

last few years have established 

themselves from within their plastic 

protective spirals. We have a mix of 

Silver Birch, Cherry, Hazel, Rowan, 

Osier and Hawthorn. These will, 

once established, provide a hedge of 

all year-round colour.  
 

Churchyard Mapping 

Thanks to the dedication of Bill and 

Rose Stanley over many years, work 

on the Churchyard Mapping Project 

is now nearing completion. I feel 

really encouraged by the progress 

that has been made. We are nearing 

the point where we have a useable 

working map that will prove to be a 

valuable asset for the church,        

funeral directors, our local Freshwa-

ter and Totland Archive Group, the 

island Family History Society,           

individual family researchers and 

the community as a whole. Thank 

you, Bill and Rose, for your on-going 

work.    Robin Gosden. 
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MOTHERS UNION  

The West Wight Branch were busy in April - read on! 

The Mothers Union were pleased to welcome Mary Flynn to their April 

meeting who gave an informative, illustrated talk on plastic pollution and 

how the island is dealing with this crisis. Linda Muttett writes: 

We were shown a large plastic bag that Mary had made from plastics that 

she had picked up from the beach herself.  She said that when she retired, 

she decided to find time to check on all the beaches to clear all the pebbles 

so there would be lovely sandy beaches for all to enjoy. However she just 

kept on finding plastic and other materials of many different colours that 

had been swept onto the beaches from the sea; so her new job would be to 

work with all that has been washed up, or  what had just appeared from 

someone or somewhere. 

We were shown many large images 

of what had been found on the 

land, and how they have been 

made into items that can be useful 

or decorative. 

We can only give thanks and praise 

for all who participate in any way 

to keep our Island clean and safe. 

Editor’s note: keep an eye on local   

noticeboards for details of beach 

cleans in your area. Two are        

included here. 
Freshwater Residents Association  

hold a Beach Clean on the  

first Thursday of each month  

11am at Freshwater Bay 
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Quiet Day at Carisbrooke Priory 

Linda writes: 
This event is held every year in Holy Week, although the word 
“QUIET” is not always appropriate, as we all know that when    
ladies get together ... enough said.  However this time we all spent the day 
as it was entitled. 

We were very pleased to have Revd Rosie Deedes, the Spiritual Care Lead at 
Mountbatten, to lead our service, during which we had the opportunity to 
listen to Taize music. 

The theme was Mary and Martha. It is written in Luke 10 v 38-42 that Jesus 
arrived in a village where Martha made him welcome in her home. Martha 
had been very busy with all the jobs she had to do and was rather annoyed 
to find her sister Mary just sitting listening to Jesus.   

Jesus said that Mary ‘had made the best choice and it shall not be taken 
away from her’. 

This is what the Quiet Day was all about—sitting quietly at the feet of Jesus 
and listening to him speak, un-interrupted by the ‘noise’ of the world. 

The Mother’s Union also pondered other events surrounding the relation-
ship between Jesus, Mary, Martha and Lazarus including the occasion when 
Lazarus was taken seriously ill. The sisters called for Jesus to go to see him 
but he didn’t come straight away. When he arrived, Lazarus had already 
died. This is where we find the shortest verse in the Bible - v.35 Jesus wept. 

Jesus then called to Lazarus to come out of the tomb, which he did.  He was 
covered in linen but Jesus told the onlookers to remove the cloth and to “let 
him go”.  Jesus said “If you believe then you will see the glory of God”. 

As we know there is “Life After Death”. 

The Priory holds an Open Door Service every Thursday at 12noon. A light lunch is 

available after the service. Speakers in May: 

2nd May Kelvin Burke (Communion) 
 9th May Elizabeth Lilley 
16th May Dennis Lloyd 
23rd May Anne Linington 
30th May Taizé Style Worship  

PRAYER MINISTRY available by 
arrangement. 
Please contact the Priory on 
01983 523354 
 www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk 

http://www.carisbrookepriory.org.uk/
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Good Friday Walk of Witness, Easter Day Dawn Service,              
Presentation Lent Brunch, Duck race, Easter gardens and                      

decorated crosses, carrot cake…. Fun and Fellowship! 
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