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CHRIST CHURCH 

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL at 7pm Music for Holy Week  by the  

West Wight Easter Choir (see back page) 

GOOD FRIDAY at 2pm  The Final Hour at the Cross 

EASTER SUNDAY at 11am  Family Communion 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 

 

LENT BRUNCHES every Saturday from 16th March to 13th April; 1030 for 

tea and coffee, 1130 for Brunch, in the Memorial Hall Freshwater 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS  on 19 April, starting from the Memorial 

Hall at 10 am, processing down Avenue Road/ School Green Road to the 

Library Green, where it is planned to have a dramatization of the Passion.  

Anyone wishing to be involved in the play, please contact Geoff Kirk. 

EASTER SUNDAY  at 5.45am  Son rise service at Freshwater Bay   

(weather dependent)  

OUR BENEFICE 

MONDAY 15 APRIL at 7pm Stations of the Cross, at St James 

TUESDAY 16 APRIL at 7pm  Songs and Scripture at All Saints 

MAUNDY THURSDAY at 7pm United Holy Communion at St James 

with washing of feet and stripping of altar.  

Also at 7pm Holy Communion and Reflective Experience at St Agnes 

GOOD FRIDAY  at 9am Passions at St James 

SATURDAY 20 APRIL at 8pm Service of Light at All Saints 

EASTER SUNDAY at 8am Easter Communion  

at both St Agnes and St James 
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Items for the  
May/June 
magazine 

to Jane and Hazel 
by 

10 April 
 

  magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
(note new e-mail  address) 

 
Items for weekly notices by Thursday  

evenings to Geoff Kirk 
geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk 

 

or direct to Hazel on 
info@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Who’s Who at Christ Church  
Team Vicar for Freshwater, Yarmouth and Totland Bay:              

 

Revd Leisa Potter, 1 The Nurseries, Freshwater  PO40 9FG 

 

Tel: 01983 753078    
email: revleisa@btinternet.com 
Day Off/Rest Day: Friday  
Following her recent licensing as  vicar of Christ Church, we pray for 
God’s blessing on Leisa in her work on West Wight, and for Leisa and 
Colin as they work together for God’s greater glory. 
 

ADMINISTRATOR—Denis Gosden 

Christ Church, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay, PO39 0ES  

Tel: 07582 861966 

admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

CHURCH WARDENS  

Peter Byatt: churchwarden1@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Geoff Kirk: churchwarden2@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road,  
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 

www.christchurchtotland.org.uk 

@christchurchtotland2017 

More photos on our 

website and 

Facebook pages! 
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Fasting and Feasting 

Most of us, if we are honest, are far better at feasting than 

fasting. We all love gathering around food, ‘bring and share’ 

lunches, ‘cream teas’, ‘coffee and cake’ and a well  earned  

Friday night ‘fish and chip’ supper.  

Fasting from chocolate before feasting, living more simply, pausing 

to contemplate our mortality on Ash Wednesday and entering into 

the journey from Lent to Easter Day can be a time to empty our-

selves. (Not just of all those pancakes we have eaten on Shrove  

Tuesday!) But to challenge ourselves to clear out the mental and 

spiritual clutter within us and so discover afresh how to live life to the 

full. With more room for the things of God – as well as the joy of 

cracking open the first chocolate egg on Easter Day. 

As we continue the journey from the cradle to cross - the story of the 

birth, life and death of Jesus leads us next into Lent - I find myself 

feeling challenged as to how I can be filled anew with the love of God. 

Emptying myself of all that clutters my mind, heart and soul – and 

leaving more room for the purposes of God, for us all. 

Isaiah 58:6-12, speaks of ‘A true fast’ 
 

This is the kind of fast day I’m after: to break the chains of injustice, 

get rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel debts. 

What I’m interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with                      

the hungry, inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting clothes on 

the shivering ill-clad, being available to your own families. 

Do this and the lights will turn on,                                                                                

and your lives will turn around at once. 

Your righteousness will pave your way.                                                                        

The God of glory will secure your passage. 

Then when you pray, God will answer.                                                                  

You’ll call out for help and I’ll say, ‘Here I am.’ 

If you get rid of unfair practices, quit blaming victims, quit gossiping 

about other people’s sins, 
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and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, 

Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness,  

your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 

I will always show you where to go. 

I’ll give you a full life in the emptiest of places—                                                 

firm muscles, strong bones. 

You’ll be like a well-watered garden, 

a gurgling spring that never runs dry. 

You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew,                               

rebuild the foundations from out of your past. 

You’ll be known as those who can fix anything, 

restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, 

make the community liveable again. (MSG) 

A reflection for Lent as we journey towards Easter 

Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling within them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life. 

Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light. 

Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry; feast on trust. 

Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 

Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility; feast on nonviolence. 

Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 

Fast from facts that depress; feast on truths that uplift. 

Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm.  

Fast from suspicion; feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence.  (Author unknown) 

Rev Leisa 
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The GG Bereavement 
Group will meet for lunch  

at 
Chessell Pottery Café 
on Friday 22 March 

at noon 

 

DETAILS WILL BE ANNOUNCED 

NEARER THE TIME 
 

Anyone grieving the loss of 
a loved one is welcome to 

join us. 
 

For further information 
please call Eric on 756549  

Mission Prayer Group  

will meet on the 

Second Monday 

of each month 

 

Next two meetings; 

MONDAY 11 MARCH 

MONDAY 8 APRIL 

At 10.30 am 

 

At 21 Hurst Point View,Totland 

(home of Paul and Lucie Bell) 

 

 
 

 

 

SATURDAY 30 MARCH 

AND SATURDAY 27 APRIL 

9 am to 12 noon 

 *   Table rental for only £3 (free for charities) 

 *   Teas, coffees and cakes always  

      available, and come with a friendly smile 

  *  Prayer Corner 

  *  Table rents go to Church Mission Fund 
 

To book a table, contact Margaret on 755533 or Lesley on 717347 



7 

The World Day of Prayer service will be held on Friday 1st March at 2pm at St 
Saviours Church (they have dropped the “Women's” in the title).   As we  
participate in this service, we will be part of a great wave of prayer encircling 
the globe - starting as the sun rises over Samoa and ending some 38 hours later 
back in the Pacific, as the sun sets over American Samoa.  We will be praying 
and sharing with pe ople in over 120 countries and islands around the world.   
Each year the service is put together by a different country.  This year it has 
been written by the women of Slovenia, who are relatively new to the World 
Day of Prayer movement. 
 

At the heart of the service is an open invitation for all to come to God's table; 
'Come - everything  is ready!' We hear the voices of some of those coming to 
the table: wives, mothers and grandmothers, Roma people, refugees and  
migrant workers. Their stories reflect the political and economic situation of 
Slovenia from the time it was a socialist-communist state to the present day. 
While listening to these stories, we ask forgiveness for being silent in the face  
of injustice and we pray that God may open our hearts to compassion and  
understanding. We leave with a prayer of blessing to mutually support one  
another on the path of freedom, justice and peace. 
(Extract from this year’s World Day of Prayer booklet). 
Do come and join us.   MARGARET BYATT 
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Churches Together in West Wight 
and 

Totland Alzheimer Café 

INVITE YOU TO A 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY 

WEDNESDAY 10th APRIL 

2.30 
 
 

FRESHWATER  METHODIST CHURCH 
BROOKSIDE RD. FRESHWATER  PO40 9ER 

 

refreshments will be served after the service 

Everyone welcome 
 

EASTER SERVICE 
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ALZHEIMER CAFE IOW  

The first Cafe was started in 1997 in the Nederland's by Dr Bere Miesen.   
Alzheimer Cafe UK was established in Farnborough in 2000 by Dr Gemma Jones 
who is a leading light in all things Alzheimer Cafe.  She is a superb speaker and  
has delivered a large number of training sessions on the IOW, including offering 
Dementia Awareness in the Community (DARC) courses to individuals, Police, 
Fire Services, banks, shops, Southern Vectis and our FYT bus. 

 

Alzheimer Cafe IOW started with a Newport Cafe in 2009 based on the original 
model, offering a safe and welcoming meeting place for people with dementia, 
their families, friends and carers.  After receiving some funding, Cafes opened 
in Cowes, Ryde and Totland.  Together with Ventnor, The Bay at Sandown and 
ACE7 for early onset, there are now 7 on the Island.  ACE7 meets every two 
weeks at The Riverside Centre.  The other six are monthly,  held on different 
days and times which gives people a chance to visit more than one Cafe a 
month, all offering refreshments.  There is no charge. 

 

Each Cafe has a rolling programme of speakers and relevant topics plus some 
social afternoons.  They are all run by Volunteers who are easily recognised by 
their coloured shirts and are on hand to help, chat and signpost to any help or 
advice that is needed. 

 

Our Totland Cafe will be 7 years old this May.  We have 12 volunteers, some  
of whom have been part of the Cafe from the beginning; I call them our ‘Pink 
ladies’ as that is Totland’s colour.  We do have some male volunteers but they 
tend to prefer wearing a different colour!  There are regularly about 30 or more 
attendees, including Professionals from the care sector, to whom we are ex-
tremely grateful, as they lead busy lives.  

 

At Totland we have a reputation for our afternoon tea with beautiful sand-
wiches, savouries, home made cakes and of course a very welcome cuppa!   
The FYT bus on its C route picks people up for the Cafe and does a special trip 
back afterwards. 

 

Our motto is ‘all in the same boat’ hence our logo. 

 

Totland Cafe, St Saviours Holy Family Centre,  
Weston Lane, Totland Bay, PO39 0HE4 

 

For further information/transport 01983 220200 
email: alzheimercafe.iow@btconnect.com 

Website: www.alzheimercafeiow.org.uk 
or speak to me at Christ Church: 

 

MARION BRETELL, TOTLAND COORDINATOR AND ALZHEIMER CAFÉ IOW TRUSTEE 

mailto:alzheimercafe.iow@btconnect.com
http://www.alzheimercafeiow.org.uk
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WEDNESDAY 17th APRIL 2pm 

St Saviour’s Holy Family Centre 

Weston Lane, Totland PO39 0HE 

WHAT ELSE HELPS? 

NATURE THERAPY 

presented by Dr Kim Brown  

including afternoon tea   

WHAT’S ON 

AT CARISBROOKE PRIORY 
 

11 March   Quiet Day.  Were you 
there?  Lent is a period of reflection, 
and we will be doing just that, looking 
at some of the people who would 
have been at the foot of the Cross.  
From 9.30 am to 2.45 pm.  Tea and 
coffee available, but please bring a 
packed lunch. 
 

14 March   Just Listen (see  
opposite) 
 

15 March   Poetry Past and present 
with Anne Linington.  From 10.30 to 
11.45 am. 
 

21 March   Melodies and Memories 
with June Cox 
 

23 March   Just Listen (see opposite) 
 

Carisbrooke Priory is a member of the Quiet 

Garden Movement - an organisation which 

encourages the provision of a variety of local 

venues where there is an opportunity to set 

aside time to rest and to pray.  The Priory's 

gardens offer an area of beauty and peaceful-

ness dedicated to quiet prayer and solitude.  

 

The House and Gardens are 

open Monday to Friday 

10 am to 4 pm, 

and the Tea Room is 

open  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday for 

light lunches and home-made cakes   
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COFFEE, CATCH-

UP AND CAKES  

Friday 29 March 

and Friday 26 April 

 both 10.30 am to 12 noon 

at The Cottage, Church Hill 

(opposite Christ Church) 

Look forward to seeing you! 

Jonny and Lorraine Lord 

Tel: 756398 
 

All are welcome 

 JUNIOR CHURCH 

at Christ Church Totland Bay 
 

Children, come and listen to Bible stories, sing 
songs and enjoy crafts  

at 11 am every second and fourth Sunday 
MARCH             APRIL 
3rd      Worship for All                             7th     Worship for All 
10th    Junior Church                               14th   Junior Church 
24th    Junior Church                  21st   Easter Sunday 
31st    Mothering Sunday Service         28th   Junior Church 

 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

For further information call Lorraine on 756398 
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CAROLE WALKER 

 

The sudden and unexpected death of Carole Walker, wife of Neil our organist 
has been felt across the West Wight and beyond.  The following tribute, writ-
ten by Doreen Dace for Churches Together shows clearly how many lives were 
touched and enhanced just by being with Carole.  
 

“We are saddened to learn about the passing to glory of Carole Walker, a loyal 
and faithful member of CTWW. Carole was a very active All Saints and St Agnes 
Rep for many years and later also served as Chair of CTWW with amazing lead-
ership. Her strong faith and beliefs underpinned all she undertook. 
 

“Her tireless energy for campaigning to establish peace and justice in this 
world, her love of people of all ages, but especially her passion and influence 
for working with children and young people will never be forgotten.  Carole 
was one of a small group who launched the West Wight Churches Youth Pro-
ject and she was Chair of the Management Group for several years, campaign-
ing endlessly and aiming to recruit 100 individual donors and readily offering 
to speak about the project in all our member churches.  Recently, she has 
been an active volunteer and valuable member of the team working at Rock 
Solid 2 on Wednesday evenings. Her strong leadership and ability to work in 
close partnership with WWSCC have helped in the expansion of our youth 
work locally. For many of us, who help run Holiday Bible Club activities annu-
ally, Carole will always be remembered as the Parachute Game Lady!  She en-
couraged a team of Junior Leaders to lead and initiate lots of games and activi-
ties for our HBC, primary aged children.  
 

“Carole belonged to a wide number of groups across the Island, reflecting her 
huge number of interests and where she would contribute her many talents. 
She always had great ideas but was also always very practical, ready to be 
‘hands on’ and earnest in making sure goals were achieved.  
 

“Our prayers are with Neil, her husband, and her family as they come to terms 
with their loss of a wonderful wife, mother and grandmother”.  

A service of Celebration of Carole’s life  
will be held at Christ Church on 

SATURDAY 2nd MARCH AT 2pm 
All those attending are invited to wear bright 
colours and/or the “uniform” of one of the  

many organisations Carole was involved with.   
Donations to her memory may be made to 

West Wight Sports and Community Centre or 
IOW Charity Uzima in our Hands Carole and friends at the Christian Aid 

Big Brekkie 
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READERS’ WEEKEND 

 

Thanks to the support of the PCC and Christ Church, I was once again able to 
attend the Diocesan Readers’ Conference as part of ongoing ministerial training. 

The theme this year was: Co-workers in the Kingdom; Partnership in Mission. 
Our speaker was the Bishop of Leicester, Rt Rev Martyn Snow, a dynamic and 
engaging worker for Christ, born of missionary parents in Indonesia.  God called 
him and his wife, a GP, to ministry in Guinea, West Africa with CMS. He ques-
tioned his calling one day when selling chunks of wild boar in the market place. 
God revealed that partnership with Him was in the world outside the church! 
How do you speak about your faith?  That was our introduction to the weekend. 

In the first session on Saturday morning we studied what partnership meant. 
Partnership is essential to the very nature of God, the divine Trinity. How does 
this relationship/partnership affect ministry? Affect Christian mission?  We had 
examples of vast changes in overseas ancient cultures and in our own society of 
traditional life embracing modern technology and its impact. 

The second session concerned ministry teams.  As in 2 Corinthians 1, we are 
God`s fellow workers in a shared ministry..  Laity and clergy in teams need to 
realize they are equal partners in mission. The job of the church is to evangelise 
the nation. Should Lay Readers be called Associate Ministers? 

The third session on Sunday concerned mission and the importance of using 
connections. We saw pictures of the largest known living organism on the 
planet: a tree with a root system 80,000 years old.  The resulting grove of as-
pens covers thousands of acres in Utah connected underground.  We also saw 
thousands of white ants working together underground, vital for the resilience 
of their community.  Church life can be seen as part of the network of the com-
munity`s life. How does it fit in? Is it out of sight? 

We need to build bridges as people in partnership with God and discover what 
God is already doing locally. We need to be forgiving and accept other people`s 
limitations as they accept ours. We can exchange stories: tell the story of Jesus, 
and listen to others` stories. We should pray for those in the workplace to live 
lives that speak of God. From statistics, most people want a conversation with a 
Christian. So be confident. Talk about Jesus with others. Our job is to tell the 
story and see the Holy Spirit at work in people`s lives as they put their faith in 
Jesus. 

                                                   Lucie Bell.    February 2019  
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Fri 1 12.00 
2.30pm 

Meet and Eat Community Meal (page 13) 
World Day of Prayer at St Saviour’s, Totland (p7) 

Sat 2 2 pm Celebration of the life of Carole Walker (P14) 

Sun 3 7 for 
7.30pm 

CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist Church 

Tue 5 7 for 
7.30pm 

CTWW AGM at Colwell Baptist Church Hall 

Wed 6 2 pm Memory Lane in the Annex (p13) 

Mon 11 10.30 
am  
pm 

Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View 
(pages 6 and 30) 
Lent Discussion Groups begin—see leaflet at back of 
church.  Material to be used is “Jesus the Wounded 
Healer” 

Wed 13 11am Service at Inglefield  

Thu 14 11.15 
am 

Service at Whitmore Court 

Sat 16 9-12 
 
10.30 

Churchyard Clear ups and Memorial Transcription 
session (pp 20-21) 
First CTWW Lent Brunch in the Memorial Hall (p27) 

Wed 20 2pm Alzheimer Café (p10) 

Fri 22 12.00 GG Bereavement Group Lunch at Chessell Pottery 
Café (p6) 

Sat 23 10.30 CTWW Lent Brunch in the Memorial Hall 

Fri 29 10.30 
am 

Coffee, Catch-up and Cake, The Cottage,  
Church Hill (page 12) 

Sat 30 9 am 
10.30 

Table Top Sale in the Church Hall (page 6)  
CTWW Lent Brunch in the Memorial Hall 
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Tue 2 7 for 
7.30 pm 

CTWW Meeting at Colwell Baptist Church 

Wed 3 2-4 pm Memory Lane in the Annex (p13) 

Fri 5 12.00 
 

Meet & Eat Community Meal in the Holy Family 
Centre, St Saviour’s Church (p13) 

Sat 6 10.30am CTWW Lent Brunch in the Memorial Hall 

Sun 7 7 for 
7.30 pm 

CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist 
Church 

Mon 8 10.30am Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View. Tot-
land (pp 6,30) 

Wed 10 11am 
2.30pm 

Service at Inglefield 
Dementia Friendly Service at Freshwater  
Methodist Church (p8) 
deadline for input for next magazine (page 3) 

Thu 11 11.15am Service at Whitmore Court  

Sat 13 10.30am Lent Brunch and presentation to this year’s  
charities (p27) 

Wed 17 2 pm 
7pm 

Alzheimer Café (page 10) 
Easter Choir Music for Holy Week (back page) 

Fri 19 10am CTWW Walk of Witness and Passion play (p2) 

Fri 26 1030am Coffee, Catch-up and Cake, The Cottage,  
Church Hill (page 12) 

Sat 27 9am-
noon 

Table Top Sale in the Church Hall  (page 6)  

Sun 28 12.30 Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Lunch (p19) 

Don’t forget to read the Weekly Notices and check our website 

(www.christchurchtotland.org.uk) for more forthcoming events 
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Your Representatives On The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 And The Renewal Of The Church Electoral Roll – 28th April 

2019. 
 

Your representatives on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) are elected 

every year at the Annual General Meeting by those church members who are 

on our church’s Electoral Roll. 

 

Your interests as church members at Christ Church are represented by these 

elected members of the PCC.  The members consult with Rev Leisa, our 

Team Vicar, on matters of general concern and importance to the parish. To-

gether with Leisa, the PCC promotes the mission of the church, pastoral, 

evangelic, social and ecumenical.  

 

The PCC oversees the financial affairs of the parish and is responsible for the 

care and maintenance of the church buildings its fabric, goods and orna-

ments. It also has responsibility for the care and maintenance of the Church-

yard. 

 

The PCC members can also consider and discuss matters concerning the 

Church of England and any other matters of religious or public interest. The 

Council also elects two people from within its numbers to act as Deanery 

Synod Representatives and as such they can pass on its views or advice from 

PCC level through Deanery Synod level to the Diocesan Synod. 

 

Every 6 years, I am required by the Diocese to remove all names from the 

Church’s Electoral Roll and to encourage members to re-apply for inclusion. 

This will take place this year and will ensure that the Roll remains truly rep-

resentative of the church’s membership. By enrolling you would be eligible, 

should you so wish, to attend and vote at our church’s Annual General Meet-

ing on who you think should be your representatives on the PCC and on 

other issues of concern to the church. The election of the PCC by church 

members ensures that the PCC and the Deanery Synod is fully representa-
tive of its members. 

 

Being on the Electoral Roll indicates your affiliation and commitment as an 

active member of the Christ Church family. Please ensure that your name 

appears on the 2019 Electoral Roll by the closing date of 13th April 2019. 

The Annual General Meeting is on Sunday 28th April 2019 in Church. Please 

also consider prayerfully whether anyone would like to apply for the separate 

roles of Church Warden or Deanery Synod Representative. You will find 

the appropriate Application Forms at the back of the church prior to the 

AGM should you wish to apply for any of the above roles. 
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If you want to know more or have any queries please contact Robin Gosden 

(Electoral Roll Officer) on 754110 or e-mail: electoralrolloffi-

cer@christchurchtotland.org.uk or Denis Gosden (Church Administrator) on 

07582861966 or e-mail admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

mailto:electoralrollofficer@christchurchtotland.org.uk
mailto:electoralrollofficer@christchurchtotland.org.uk
mailto:admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk
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IN YOUR CHURCHYARD … 

 
Churchyard Clear-Up Days -  

Saturday 16th March and Saturday 23rd March 
 

The primroses, snowdrops and crocuses are all in bloom down in the church-
yard, so it must be that time of year again!  If you can’t get down there to see 
them, why not take a look at them on our website where they are featured?  
Daffodils donated by Judith and planted near to the Annexe are providing a 
beautiful show of colour.  The King Alfred Daffodils planted last autumn near 
the bird feed area are in bloom.  We wait with anticipation for new tenants to 
take up residence in some very desirable bird boxes fitted in this area last 
year.   
 

This month we plan to hold 2 Springtime Clear-Up Days on Saturday 16th 
March and Saturday 23rd March.  It will by now (hopefully) be beginning to 
warm up. The strong winds have brought down some heavy boughs and 
branches and after the ravages of the winter months the churchyard is look-
ing a little untidy.  There are a host of tasks that you can choose to do to suit 
your varying ability and energy levels. 

 

On Saturday 16th March we will be concentrating on tidying the front and 
side borders of the church. The lavender planted on the front west wall has 
become leggy with age and needs to be removed and the ground prepared for 
replanting a new dwarf variety. Plenty of grass cutting, hedge clipping, bor-
der and path weeding on that day! 

 

On Saturday 23rd March. Work on clearing and tidying the east boundary in 
conjunction with our neighbour, continues. We need to cut back any re-
growth in this area. It is hoped that by the end of this year, that the dilapi-
dated Victorian railings that are fallen and broken along this boundary will 
be removed the bank landscaped and old railings replaced in a similar fash-
ion to the work carried out on the north and south boundaries in previous 
years. 

 

There are logs and fallen tree branches to be cut up and burnt for those who 
want a more vigorous work out! For those of a more-delicate disposition, 
task-priority will be given to clearing fallen branches, debris and litter from 
across the churchyard and graves that has accumulated over the winter 
months. This will make our churchyard look much tidier and remove poten-
tial trip hazards for those using the churchyard and its pathways. Please 
wear stout footwear and dress warmly and appropriately for our unpredict-
able weather! 
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Volunteers can come and go as you wish, but work commences at  
9 a.m. and finishes at 12.00.  Refreshments will be served in the church 
annexe. 
 

If you are interested and would like further details, contact Robin Gos-
den on 754110 or e-mail churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk di-
rectly or via our website www.christchuchtotland.org.uk. If all else fails, 
just turn up on the day at a time that suits you between 9 and 12……. We 
will be pleased to see you! 
 

 
Memorial Transcription Work Days  

Saturday 16th March and Saturday 23rd March 
 

Work on the churchyard mapping project is nearing completion. Memo-

rial transcription work however continues with group Memorial Tran-

scription Days being held in the churchyard on Saturday March 16th 

and Saturday March 23rd from 9.30 am. 

All volunteers are welcome even if you have not done memorial tran-

scription work before. You will be given all the information you need for 

safe working in the churchyard and the practical procedures for data 

collection on the day, so please come along for a taster session. 

 

Information collected from memorial inscriptions, the grave condition, 

and its location will be transcribed onto a ‘pro-forma’ ready for upload-

ing onto the Christ Church Burial Database on our website. 

Once the practical procedures for data collection and safe working have 

been experienced, individuals will be able to visit the churchyard in the 

future as and when their own time permits. 

If you want to know more or have any queries please contact Robin Gos-

den on 754110 or e-mail: churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk di-

rectly or via our website www.christchurchtotland.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk
http://www.christchuchtotland.org.uk
mailto:churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk
http://www.christchurchtotland.org.uk
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WRITTEN IN EARLY SPRING 

 

by Willliam Wordsworth 

 

I heard a thousand blended notes 
While in a grove I sat reclined, 
In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts 
Bring sad thoughts to the mind. 
 

To her fair works did Nature link 
The human soul that through me ran, 
And much it grieved my heart to think 
What Man has made of Man. 
 

Through primrose tufts in that sweet bower, 
The periwinkle trailed its wreaths, 
And ‘tis my faith that every flower 
Enjoys the air it breathes. 
 

The birds around me hopped and played, 
Their thoughts I cannot measure - 
But the least motion which they made 
It seemed a thrill of pleasure. 
 

The budding twigs spread out their fan 
To catch the breezy air, 
And I must think, do all I can, 
That there was pleasure there. 
 

If this belief from heaven be sent, 
If such be Nature’s holy plan, 
Have I not reason to lament 
What Man has made of Man? 
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At our service of Worship for All at Epiphany, members of the Church 

Family spoke eloquently about some of their favourite hymns and why 

they meant so much to them.  Afterwards, many members of the congre-

gation expressed how moved they had been to hear such personal, heart-

felt testimonies.  Here are some of them: 

ALISON GRIEVE said: 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" by Charles Wesley  has been one of my  
favourite hymns for very many years, so much so that I intend to have it 
at my funeral whatever season of the year it happens.   The words and 
the music fit so well together and it raises the spirits - so another good 
reason to have it at my funeral!  

 

I love it because although clearly a Christmas carol its "theology" points 
forward to the purpose for which Christ was born from that very first 
verse  and to the cross and what it achieves for us all. It is not only worth 
singing - it is also worth reflecting on in seasons where we have much 
need of peace …  

 

And it is simple language so the message is clear to us whether biblical 
scholars or not  - and especially when we can use inclusive language in the 
last verse - then we can really each of us own it 
… 
       

      Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
      Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
      Light and life to all He brings, 
      Risen with healing in His wings; 
      Mild He lays His glory by 
      Born that  we no more may die 
      Born to raise us from the earth 
      Born to give us second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born king" 
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ROBIN GOSDEN: 

 

We were actually asked to choose a favourite Hymn, but my choice does not 
strictly fall into the category of a Hymn, it’s a Worship Song called “ten 
Thousand Reasons (Bless the Lord)” co-written by Matt Redman and James 
Myrin in 2011 and it’s one that has been sung several times at ‘Reflections’ 
on a Sunday evening and occasionally in Christ Church. 

 

I like it for several reasons….it is based on my actual favourite hymn which is 
the well-known 19th century hymn ‘Praise my Soul the King of Heaven’ 
which was written by Henry Francis Lyte. 
 In addition, the opening verse of this song is also inspired by Psalm 103 
which says it all: 
‘Praise the Lord O my Soul, ….. all my innermost being, Praise His Holy 
name. Praise the Lord O my soul and (most importantly I think) …forget 
not all His benefits’. 
This song reiterates that we live beneath an unceasing flow of goodness, 
kindness, greatness and holiness from God and every day we are given  
reason after reason why Jesus is so completely and utterly worthy of our 
highest and best devotion. 

 

Epiphany is about Joy – in Matthew 2.1-12, we read “when the Kings saw 
the star they were overjoyed” - they had seen with their own eyes the Good 
News of ‘God with Us’. 

 

And one final reason why I like this song…..On the front of my old music 
folder I have written a reminder that: 
‘A heart full of Joy can’t help but Sing God’s Praises’ 
and Joy is what I feel when I reflect on the words of this song and think 
about God’s many blessings. 

 

I hope that it will be the same for you. 
 

♫ ♫ ♪ ♪ ♫ ♫ 
GAYNOR PITMAN: 

 

I have chosen “I the Lord of Sea and Sky”.  I chose my hymn because when I 
was diagnosed with cancer I needed my faith more than ever. I spent over 8 
months in isolation in Southampton General and during that time I listened 
to many hymns, but the one I loved most was the one that I felt allowed me 
to communicate with God and gave me the strength to fight what he had 
sent to try me. 
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MAURICE SHEEN: 
 

I have a confession: I don’t have a favourite hymn! I grew up on a whole-

some diet of great hymns, written by Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, John Ma-

son Neale and many others, which I love dearly to this day. But I was very 

surprised to discover the power of this modern hymn – which, as it happens, 

is exactly the response to which the song refers!  

The words and music of the hymn I have chosen were written in 1985 by a 

young music teacher then in his twenties, David Evans, living across the wa-

ter in Hampshire.  

“Be still for the presence of the Lord”, is a sweep across the Bible. From the 

book of Genesis we are reminded of Jacob’s dream when he is amazed to 

hear the voice of God and recognises that he is in a holy place. Moses en-

counters a bush that is burning but is not consumed by the flames and en-

counters the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, realising that he is standing 

on holy ground. The prophet Elijah is surprised by the stillness of God in the 

aftermath of an earthquake and storm. The Gospels tell how Peter, James 

and John were stunned by the power of God as Jesus was transfigured by a 

radiance that shone in glory from his face and in the book of Revelation we 

see the light, majesty and splendour of God as the Son of Man returns in 

eternal glory. 

The hymn gathers all these allusions beautifully and the images of awesome 

wonder, fire and energy are the golden threads that bind it all together. Each 

of these encounters with the presence of God come at the most unexpected 

moments, in the most unexpected circumstances and in ways that cause 

shock, evoke awesome wonder and demand a personal response. 

For almost a year in 2005/06 I was in Iraq. I led a team of British, American 

and Danish soldiers to work with the new Iraqi Army in order to re-establish 

their Army officer training academy outside Baghdad, based on the British 

Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. The media inevitably dubbed us, 

“Sandhurst in the sand”. It was in a pretty austere and dangerous part of the 

country and, sadly, the violence escalated throughout my period there. 

(Continued overleaf)  
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The thud and crash of mortars and rockets, the whirr of helicopters and the 

snap of rifle fire were our constant companions. But on Sunday evenings a 

few of us from the academy would drive to our camp’s perimeter wire, pass 

over a sombre wasteland and make a dusty dash to enter a nearby Ameri-

can Army Base. There in a makeshift chapel under canvas, dozens of men 

and women crowded in to pray together. It was in this very alien world that 

the power of this hymn struck me. Young men and women who feared what 

the following day might hold for them, bowed their heads in prayer and 

lifted their voices in praise to their Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Even in the noise, chaos and confusion of conflict, we stood on holy ground; 

it was an oasis of calm and reassurance and we surrendered to a power that 

is far greater than all the mighty armies any human power can muster. A 

power that does not destroy but creates, a power that still today transforms 

lives; a power that often confronts each one of us in the most unexpected 

places and offers us perfect peace. Our shocked reaction is understandably 

awe and wonder but the only response that is actually required of us, in the 

beautiful words of Psalm 46, is to “Be still and know that I am God”. The 

God of all generations, made manifest in His Son Jesus Christ, still quietly 

speaks with every single one of us to give assurance and hope no matter in 

what circumstances we find ourselves. That’s got to be worth singing about! 

“Be still for the presence of the Lord, The Holy One is here.” 

 

 

For Copyright reasons, I have not printed out the words of all the 

hymns.  You can find most of them in the Church hymn book (New An-

cient and Modern), or why not listen on line?  You Tube 

(www.youtube.co,) has all of them. 
 

Do you have a hymn or bible passage which has particular significance 

in your life?  Why not share it with us?  We can be contacted on  

magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk—or just talk to us! 
   HAZEL AND JANE     
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At the time of printing, we do not yet know 

when it will be Christ Church’s day for hosting. 

Further details will appear in Weekly Notices 
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Services and Lectionary Readings  MARCH  

Sunday 3 
Sunday next  
before Lent 

11 am  Worship for All 
Exodus 34.29-end, 2 Cor 3.12-4.2, Luke 9 28-36 
6 pm    Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes, F’water Bay 

Thursday 7 
 

10 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

Exodus 24.12-end, Matthew 8,5-13 

11 am  Prayer meeting 

Sunday 10 
 First Sunday of Lent 

11 am   Morning Prayer (CW) 
Deut 26.1-11, Romans 10.8b-13, Luke 4.1-13  
6 pm   Evening Prayer at St Agnes 

Thursday 14 
 

10 am Holy Communion (CW) 
Esther 14.1-5, 12-14, Matthew 7.7-12 
11 am  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 17 

Second Sunday of 
Lent 

11 am Holy Communion (CW)  

Genesis 15.1-2, 17-18, Phiippians 3.17-4.1, Luke 13.31-end 

 

Thursday 21 
 

10 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
Hebrews 3.7-end, John 5.30-end 
11 am  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 24 
Third Sunday of Lent 

11 am   Morning Prayer (CW)  

Isaiah 55.1-9, 1 Corinthians 10.1-13, Luke 13.1-9 

Thursday 28 
 

10 am Holy Communion (CW)  
Jeremiah 7.23-28, Luke 11.14-23  
7 pm Prayers for the Parishes 

Sunday 31 
Mothering Sunday 

11 am  Mothering Sunday Service 

Exodus 2.1-10, 2 Corinthians 1.3-7, Luke 2.33-35 
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Services and Lectionary Readings - APRIL 

Thursday 4 
 

10 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Hebrews 12.12-17, John 5.17-27 
11 am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 7 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

11 am  Worship for All 
Isaiah 43.16-21, Philippians 3.4b-14, John 12.1-8 
6 pm  Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes, F’water Bay 

Thursday 11 
 

10 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
Genesis 17.3-9, John 8.51-end 
 11 am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 14 
Palm Sunday 

11 am  Morning Prayer 

Isaiah 50.4-9a, Psalm 118.1-2, 19-end, Luke 19.28-40 

6 pm  Evening Prayer at St Agnes 

Thursday 18 
 

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
1 Corinthians 11.17-end, Luke 23.1-49 
11 am Prayer Meeting 

 

Friday 19 
Good Friday 

2 pm  The Final Hour at the Cross 

Sunday 21 
Easter Sunday 

11am Holy Communion (CW) 
Acts 10.34-43, 1 Corinthians 15.19-26, John 20.1-18 

Thursday  25 
 

10 am  Holy Communion (CW)  

Acts 3.11-end, Luke 24.35-48 

7 pm  Prayers for the Parishes 

Sunday 28 
Second Sunday of 
Easter 
  

11 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 

Acts 5.27-32, Revelation 1.4-8, John 20.19-end 

6 pm  Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes 

 

           Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative  
          readings on occasion 
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MISSION PRAYER MEETING 
Second Monday of every month 

10.30 am 
at 21 Hurst Point View 

Totland 

 

Next meetings 11 Mar and 8 Apr 
 

Following the safe arrival of the container in Madagascar, work is still 
under way to sort and stow the articles, helped by a young and energetic 
couple, Nick and Naomi, who have given up teaching and theatrical de-
sign work in the UK to spend a year volunteering in different places 
around the world.  They are due to be with the Barbers in Kanana for 2 
months and are proving to be a true Godsend in many different areas. 

 

Tugsuu and Tuul are  
being blessed in  
planting Mongolian 
churches in Europe 

Please see the Mission Notice 
Board for more details 

Benja and Ruth Curin (Ruth is from the 
Isle of Wight) hope to run a week of evan-
gelistic events with their church plant, The 
Way, in Chile.  Pray for the organisation of 
this and for many of their neighbours to 
come along and hear about Jesus. 

www.latinlink.org.uk 

Eric’s Christmas visit to the 
family In Madagascar— 

a blessing to all 
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