in the side chapel,
to welcome the Reverend Leisa
and Colin Potter to Christ Church,
after the
Service of Morning Prayer,
led by Leisa on
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Who’s Who at Christ Church
Team Vicar for Freshwater, Yarmouth and Totland Bay:
Revd Leisa Potter, 1 The Nurseries, Freshwater PO40 9FG
Tel: 01983 753078
email: revleisa@btinternet.com
Day Off/Rest Day: Friday
Leisa will be officially installed as vicar of Christ Church early in 2019
(date to be confirmed). We pray for God’s blessing on Leisa in her
work on West Wight, and for Leisa and Colin as they work together for
God’s greater glory.
ADMINISTRATOR—Denis Gosden
Christ Church, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay, PO39 0ES
Tel: 07582 861966
admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk
CHURCH WARDENS
Peter Byatt: churchwarden1@christchurchtotland.org.uk
Geoff Kirk: churchwarden2@christchurchtotland.org.uk

More photos on our
website and
Facebook pages!

Christ Church,
Alum Bay New Road,
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES
www.christchurchtotland.org.uk
@christchurchtotland2017

Items for the
March/April
magazine
to Jane and Hazel
by
13 February
magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk
(note new e-mail address)

Items for weekly notices by Thursday
evenings to Geoff Kirk
geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk
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A New Year… Another way!
After Jesus was born… Wise Men, Magi, came from the East to seek him
out. Although they are often called the 'Three Kings', the Bible does not say
how many there were, or much about their lives or their characters. They
were definitely men who wanted to know more about the world around
them and their place in it. They had seen an unusual new star in the sky, and
had heard that it told of the birth of a special king. They wanted to know
more…
They followed this star and found Jesus. The bible says this… ‘On coming to
the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they fell down and
worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. And having being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they withdrew to their country by another
route.’ (Matt 2:11-12)
The beginning of a new year is an ideal time to stop, look up, and get our
bearings.
To pause and think of those things that have passed….
To look around at the present, the here! The right now….
And to re -set the compass of our hearts, for what is to come…
Rather than a New Year’s resolution, I much prefer to think about a new
year recipe for 2019. Perhaps you can imagine Nigella Lawson or Jamie
Oliver, in their kitchens, talking us through these next steps for a new start
to a new year.
Recipe for a Happy New Year. . . Take twelve fine, full-grown months; see
that these are thoroughly free from old memories of bitterness, cleanse
them completely from every clinging pain; pick off all specks of pettiness
and littleness; in short, see that these months are freed from all the past—
have them fresh and clean as when they first came from the great storehouse of time.
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Cut these months into thirty or thirty-one equal parts. Do not attempt to
make up the whole batch at one time (so many people spoil the entire lot
this way) prepare one day at a time. Into each day put equal parts of faith,
patience, courage, work, hope, kindness and rest (leaving rest out is like
leaving the oil out of the salad dressing— don’t do it). Pray daily. Put in
about one teaspoonful of good spirits, a dash of fun, a pinch of folly, a sprinkling of play, and heaping a cupful of good humour.
In The Psalms, we have some wonderful words to take us into another new
year, a prompting to invite God into the recipe of our own lives… ‘Open
your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see—how good GOD is. Blessed
are you who run to him’. (Psalm 34:8 a translation from The Message)
The best resolution, I ever made, was my decision to become a Christian, a
life- long resolution – the only resolution that I have ever managed to keep;
and the teachings of Jesus Christ, the best recipe for following the God of
love, who longs to be part of our present and future – to be the compass,
which sets the direction for our lives, not just at the beginning of each new
year – but step by step, day after day.
So, for 2019, I leave us all with a prayer for peace and hope, for the year
that is to come.

Rev Leisa
A New Year’s Prayer
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you willing and when able to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. Amen
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The GG Bereavement
Group will meet at
Greenacres
Windmill Lane
Totland Bay
on
Friday 1 February

With effect from January 2018,
the
Mission Prayer Group
will meet on the
Second Monday
of each month, not on the first
Monday as in the past.
Next two meetings;

(date to be confirmed)

At 3 pm
Anyone grieving the loss of
a loved one is welcome to
join us.

MONDAY 14 JANUARY and
MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY

At 10.30 am
At 21 Hurst Point View,Totland
(home of Paul and Lucie Bell)

For further information
please call Eric on 756549

A HYMN FOR NEW YEAR
Standing at the portal
Of the opening year,
Words of comfort meet us,
Hushing every fear;
Spoken through the silence
By our Saviour’s voice,
Tender, strong and faithful,
Making us rejoice.

He will never fail us,
He will not forsake;
For His eternal covenant
He will never break.
Resting on the promise,
What have we to fear?
God is all sufficient
For the coming year.

Refrain

Refrain

Onward, then, and fear not,
Children of the day;
For His Word shall never,
Never pass away.

Onward, then, and fear not,
Children of the day;
For His Word shall never,
Never pass away.
Frances R. Havergal, 1873
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SATURDAY 26 JANUARY
AND SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY
9 am to 12 noon
* Table rental for only £3 (free for charities)
* Teas, coffees and cakes always
available, and come with a friendly smile
* Prayer Corner
* Table rents go to Church Mission Fund
To book a table, contact Margaret on 755533 or Lesley on 717347
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With donations from all West
Wight Churches, CTWW was
able to give each primary
school aged child in West
Wight a book for Christmas
again this year. ‘The Mystery
of the New Noisy Neighbour’
views the Nativity through the
eyes of a mystery-solving
mouse! Colourful illustrations
and a fun story help children to
learn more about the first Christmas and the impact it has had ever since.
The books were distributed via Yarmouth, Freshwater, Totland and Shalfleet
schools with spares available at crib services.

The CTWW United service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
will be held on Sunday 20th January at 5pm, at All Saints Freshwater
and will be led by Leisa. The 2019 service materials have been
prepared in Indonesia with the theme ‘Only Justice’ based on
Deuteronomy 16:18 – 20.
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COFFEE, CATCHUP AND CAKES
Friday 25 January
and Friday 22 February
both 10.30 am to 12 noon
at The Cottage, Church Hill
(opposite Christ Church)
Look forward to seeing you!
Jonny and Lorraine Lord

Tel: 756398
The second date falls within the half-term week
Visitors and Children most welcome

JUNIOR CHURCH
at Christ Church Totland Bay
Children, come and listen to Bible stories, sing
songs and enjoy crafts
at 11 am every second and fourth Sunday
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

6th Worship for All
13th Junior Church
27th Junior Church

3rd Worship for All
10th Junior Church
24th Junior Church

We look forward to welcoming you!
For further information call Lorraine on 756398
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MEET & EAT
COMMUNITY COOK UP
Action 4 Support and The Real Junk Food Project have joined
forces for their first "community cook up" in Totland St Saviours
Church hall. Following its great success as a big community effort,
it will continue on the first Friday of each month from 12 to 2pm.
The food will be at least 90% food which would otherwise end up
in landfill. As the food comes to us on the day we have no idea
what surprises we will have in store for you! The menu will be
created by our imaginative chef on the day, and a team of volunteers from the West Wight Timebank will be helping out.
There will be no charges made for food other than "Pay As You
Feel" donations or offers of help on the day, or in the future if
preferred .
This is very much a community effort focused on addressing the
continuing food waste in our country. There will be a variety of
foods available, where possible there will be vegan and vegetarian choice.
Please be aware that food may contain or have been in contact
with nuts and seeds. Please ask our chef about food content for
other food intolerance.
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MEET & EAT
COMMUNITY MEAL,
ALL ARE WELCOME

JOIN US ON THE FIRST FRIDAY
OF EVERY MONTH AT 12 NOON
Donations welcome
St Saviour’s Holy Family Centre
Weston Lane, Totland
Isle of Wight PO39 0HE
Call Sally on 07872 304 294 or email info@wwth.org
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Dear Members and Friends of Christ Church,
We are so grateful to you all for your love and friendship towards us
over the five years that we lived in the Vicarage and ministered in the
parish of Totland Bay. You are lovely people, who live in a beautiful
place, and we miss being with you there.
Thank you warmly for the farewell that you gave us as we left the Parish to live in Shanklin. It was very kind of you to give us your personal
goodbyes at Harvest Festival on 7th October and then to participate in
a Churches Together presentation on 14th October, which you followed by hosting Holy Communion and lunch for many friends from
the Anglican churches in West Wight. It was a special pleasure to
have with us at that final service Leisa Potter, who will succeed James
as Minister, Allie Kerr our Area Dean and Archbishop Henry Ndukuba
from Nigeria.
We write especially to say a big ‘thank you’ for your enormous generosity in the gifts presented to us on 7th October. The lovely garden
bench, which matches our other garden furniture, is positioned in our
new garden so that we can see it easily from our study and kitchen
windows. Already a very friendly robin, who showed up as soon as we
arrived here, seems particularly to enjoy sitting on the arm of the
bench! We plan to use some of the money (£639) we received from
you to buy a coffee table that matches the bench. The remainder will
be spent in ways that will bring us other lasting memories of our
happy times with you all. Already, the framed prints of Totland Bay
seafront, which you also gave us and which now hang in the Rectory,
remind us of many relaxing hours we enjoyed at the beach.
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Although we still have some boxes to be unpacked, we are settling
well into our new home and getting to know people and places
around us. St Blasius Church is only a short walk away, and people
there have made us very welcome. Already, we have worshipped in
other local churches as well – enjoying the informal services of various denominations on Sunday evenings.
As we enter 2019, we wish you all a very Happy New Year. May you
be watching and listening for the new things that God may do in your
lives. Find joy in serving God and neighbour in Christ Church and in
what will become the united Benefice of Freshwater, Yarmouth and
Totland Bay.
‘

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 4:4-7)
With our love,
James and Suzanne
St Blasius Rectory,
Rectory Road, Shanklin.
PO37 6NX
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Wed 2

12.00

Meet & Eat Community Meal in the Holy Family
Centre, St Saviour’s Church (pages 12-13)

Fri 4

2-4pm

Memory Lane in the Annex (page 11)

Sun 6

7 for
7.30pm

CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist
Church

Wed 9

11am

Service at Inglefield

Thu 10

11.15 am

Service at Whitmore Court

Mon 14 10.30am

Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View
(pages 6 and 22)

Sun 20

5pm

CTWW Service for Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity at All Saints; Freshwater (page9)
Freshwater Methodist Church (page 8)

Fri 25

10.30 am

Sat 26

9 am-noon Table Top Sale in the Church Hall (page 7)

Sun 27

12.15 for

Coffee, Catch-up and Cake, The Cottage,
Church Hill (page 10)
7.30pm— All Island Worship Event at Cowes Enterprise
9.30pmpm College (page 7)

Special Church Lunch (page 2)
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Fri 1

12.00
noon

Meet & Eat Community Meal in the Holy Family
Centre, St Saviour’s Church (pages 12-13)

Sun 3

7 for
7.30pm

CTWW Reflections at Freshwater Methodist
Church

Wed 6

2-4 pm

Memory Lane in the Annex (page 11)

Mon 11

10.30am Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View.
Totland (pages 6 and 22)

Wed 13

11am

Thu 14

11.15am Service at Whitmore Court

Service at Inglefield
*deadline for input for next magazine* (page 3)

Wed 20 2 4.30pm

Alzheimer Café (page 8)

Fri 22

1030am

Coffee, Catch-up and Cake, The Cottage,
Church Hill (page 10)

Sat 23

9amnoon

Table Top Sale in the Church Hall (page 7)

Sun 24

5pm

CTWW United Service at St James’ Yarmouth

Don’t forget to read the Weekly Notices and
check our website
(www.christchurchtotland.org.uk)
for more forthcoming events
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Lesley and I have lost count of the
number of times we have visited the
Foodbank at Cowes in the past year,
delivering generous donations of food
and toiletries from the congregation of
Christ Church. This year, we have
handed over an estimated load of 600
kg, that’s 94.3 stone in old money! Between 1st April 2017 and 31st March 2018,
4875 three day emergency food supplies were provided to local people in crisis
by the Isle of Wight foodbank; of this number, 1845 went to children. Thank you
all so much; your donations are hugely appreciated, especially by those people
who so desperately need our help.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Christ Church provided two Christmas Hampers for those in need in our community this year. One was for a family of 5, currently struggling to make ends meet;
the other for a single man of ‘no fixed abode’ – not an ideal situation at this, or
any, time of year. Items in the hampers were hand-picked for the recipients (see
back of magazine), and we hope and pray that the thought and love behind the
gifts will prove as uplifting as the items themselves. As one of the recipients said
‘This has restored my faith in humanity’.
We pray that circumstances for both recipients will improve dramatically in 2019.
* * * * * *
Jesus said:
35. ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in’.
36. ‘I needed clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me’.
40. ‘Truly I tell you whatever you did for the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me’.
Matthew 25 (NIV)
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The Our Place Community Café has
gone from strength to strength during
2018 and we look forward to 2019 with
expectation! We average 35 – 45 clients
per week. Many of the volunteers are
from Christ Church and we are very
thankful to them all. If you have an
hour or so to spare on a Tuesday morning on a weekly or monthly basis please
do let us know. A listening ear,
sympathetic disposition and tea-making
skills are all useful qualifications! We
have great fun but also hear some very
sad stories; broad shoulders are very
useful.
The list of professional organisations
attending continues to grow. Glanvilles
Damant Legal Services attend fortnightly with a free legal advice clinic specialising in older client issues such as
bereavement, mental capacity, safeguarding, Wills, Powers of Attorney and
more.
High energy bills? Bring your bills along on the following dates and Elizabeth
Hodgson from Groundworks will see if she can find you a better tariff and
then help you switch suppliers. January 15th and 29th, February 12th, March 5th
and 19th .
Another new activity is Sue’s Craft Corner. Do you enjoy sewing, knitting,
crochet, quilting….? Come and join other like-minded people and share your
expertise. Men in Sheds also have a regular presence; come and find out
more.
Citizens Advice are with us weekly as is Melanie from Just Ask West Wight
and Adam, the West Wight Local Area Coordinator.
There is no requirement to access support and advice to come along. Just pop
in for a cuppa and a chat – we’d love to see you!
Hazel and Richard Britton
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Services and Lectionary Readings - JANUARY

Thurs 3
Sunday 6
Epiphany 1

Thurs 10
Sunday 13
Epiphany 2

Thurs 17

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
1 John 2.29-36, John 1.29-34
11 am Prayer meeting
11am Worship for All Epiphany Songs of Praise
Isaiah 60.1-6, Matthew 2.1-12
6pm Holy Communion (CW)
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
1 John 4.19 –5.4, Luke 4.14-22
11 am Prayer meeting
10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Isaiah 43.1-7, Psalm 29, Acts 8.14-17, Luke 3.15-17, 21-22
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Hebrews 3.7-14, Mark 1.40-end
11 am Prayer Meeting
11 am Holy Communion (CW)

Sunday 20

1 Corinthians 12.1-11, John 2.1-11

Epiphany 3

5pm CTWW service; Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at
All Saints’ Freshwater

Thurs 24

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Hebrews 7.25-8.6, Mark 3.7-12
11 am Morning Prayer (CW)

Sunday 27
Epiphany 4

Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10, Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 12.1231a, Luke 4.14-21
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes’ Church

Thurs 31

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Hebrews 10.19-25, Mark 4.21-25
11 am Prayer Meeting
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Services and Lectionary Readings - FEBRUARY

Sunday 3
5th before Lent

Thursday 7

Sunday 10
4th before Lent

Thursday 14
Sunday 17
3rd before Lent

Thursday 21

Sunday 24
2nd before Lent

Thursday 28



11am Worship for All
Psalm 48, 1 Corinthians 13, Luke 2.22-40
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes’
10 am Holy Communion (CW)
Hebrews 12.18-19,21-24, Mark 6.7-13
11 am Prayer Meeting
11am Morning Prayer (CW)
Isaiah 6.1-8 , [9- end], Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15.1-11,
Luke 5.1-11
6pm Evening Prayer at St Agnes
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Genesis 2.18-end, Mark 7.24-30
11 am Prayer Meeting
11 am Holy Communion (CW)
1 Corinthians 15.12-20, Luke 6.17-26
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Genesis 9.1-13, Mark 8.27-33
11 am Prayer Meeting

11 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Genesis 2.4b-9, 15-end, Psalm 65, Revelation 4,
Luke 8.22-25
5 pm CTWW United Service, St James’ Yarmouth
6 pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes’
10 am Holy communion (CW)
James 2.1-9, Mark 9.41-end

Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative
readings on occasion
Where a 3rd reading is shown, this will be read by the preacher.
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MISSION PRAYER MEETING
Second Monday of every month
10.30 am
at 21 Hurst Point View
Totland
Next meetings 14 Jan and 11 Feb

Tugsuu and Tuul are
being blessed in
planting Mongolian
churches in Europe

Adonai UK
in Uganda.
Keeping
children
safe and
loved (see
opposite)

Alison and Paul Guinness with
Jeremy and baby Grace returned
to Burundi in early October and
are happily settling in.
After Mary and Martin Barber’s
successful ‘mission’ in England in
the summer, the 40ft container,
holding among many other things,
12 bicycles, 100 cycle tyres, beds
and other furniture was despatched
to Madagascar, and arrived there in
December.
Please see the Mission Notice
Board for more details
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The Adonai children were treated to a wonderful party again this year
with fun, food, dancing and presents! Children sponsored via Adonai received new clothes – all selected for individual children in terms of colour
and size. No mean feat for 96 children of different ages and sizes!
Widows and struggling families weren’t forgotten either; fresh beef and
sacks of rice were distributed to as many as possible. Thank you Christ
Church for your regular contribution – you helped make this possible.
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