Farewell to James and Suzanne pages 22 and 23

To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose
under the heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3.1 (KJV)

Leisa’s letter pages 4 and 5

Sunday 2 December at 6pm

Benefice Advent Service

Sunday 23 December at
6pm

Carols by Candlelight

Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service

11pm First Communion
of Christmas
Christmas Day at 11am

Family Communion
Please see pages 21and 21 for details of all services
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Who’s Who at Christ Church
Team Vicar for Freshwater, Yarmouth and Totland Bay:
Revd Leisa Potter, 1 The Nurseries, Freshwater PO40 9FG
Tel: 01983 753078
email: revleisa@btinternet.com
Day Off/Rest Day: Friday
Leisa will be officially installed as vicar of Christ Church in the the New
Year (date to be confirmed). We pray for God’s blessing on Leisa in her
work on West Wight, and for Leisa and Colin as they embark on their
married life together.
ADMINISTRATOR—Denis Gosden
Christ Church, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay, PO39 0ES
Tel: 07582 861966
admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk
CHURCH WARDENS
Peter Byatt: churchwarden1@christchurchtotland.org.uk
Geoff Kirk: churchwarden2@christchurchtotland.org.uk

Items for the
January/February
magazine to Jane by
15 December please.

More photos on our
website and
Facebook pages!

Christ Church,
Alum Bay New Road,
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES
www.christchurchtotland.org.uk
@christchurchtotland2017

info@christchurchtotland.org.uk
Items for weekly notices by Thursday
evenings to Geoff Kirk
geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk
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The Pre-Christmas Grump
Well before the Autumn leaves have turned
golden brown, you will have no doubt noticed adverts for the
Christmas season. Shops will be stocking their potential
sales, with all their lights and glitter - to draw people’s attention towards the festive season. The Christmas countdown
begins…
Already, my diary is getting booked up for carol services,
school nativities, church events and Christmas celebrations.
If I am honest, I am a bit of a pre- Christmas grump, not
wanting to be rushed into Christmas shopping, or writing
hundreds of Christmas cards, or thinking about the perfect
gift for every member of my family. Perhaps you are the
same…
Whether we like it or not Christmas will soon be upon us.
But… there is a wonderful season that arrives in the life of
the church, before the Christmas festivities begin…the season of Advent. The season of watching, waiting and preparing for the arrival of Jesus and the Good News of his birth.
God with us all, in the world.
The Advent Season heralds a new season for the church, a
time of new beginnings and an opportunity to reflect, on all
that has gone before; the plans we have made, the expectations realised, or challenged and the hope of what is to
come.
The Bible is full of people, just like you and me, who find
themselves waiting…waiting in the messy, uncomfortable
and the ‘not quite what we expected’…stories of prophets,
messengers, everyday people, the old, and the young…all
to make sense of what God has done and what God will do,
in the days ahead.
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trying to make sense of what God has done and what God will
do, in the days ahead.
The Advent preparation calls on us to do two things that can
be very hard to hold together: to be realistic about how the
world is and at the same time not to lose hope in the
future.
It is so very easy to get worn down by the reality of a modern
world that seems to have Christmas ‘all wrapped up’, rather
than focusing on Jesus and the manger that brought God,
face to face with his people. God with us, Emmanuel.
The challenge for us all in Advent 2018, is a call to keep faithful and alert, not distracted and overwhelmed by lists, tasks
and shopping jingles, but called to give whole hearted attention to what it means to believe that God is at work in the
world, during this full, frantic and festive season; and even in
the most despairing of world events.
Praying that each person who visits a Christmas tree festival
and experiences the love of God in the welcome and hospitality, or in the creativity of a seasonal event – will come to
know more of God in their lives.
Praying that the singing of an advent carol, will remind someone that God is still interested in the world… and especially
in them. Being assured that a Christingle light somewhere
will be lit to remind someone that they are not alone in the
dark…not any more.
So, whether we are people who can embrace the preChristmas hype or prefer to hide away until Christmas Eve…
we are all invited to hear and make room for the advent call
to prayer, for God to be known, recognised and welcomed
more fully in our own hearts… and in the lives of all his people, right where they are, today!
Rev’d Leisa
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The GG Bereavement
Group will meet at
Greenacres
Windmill Lane
Totland Bay
on
Friday 23 November
at 3 pm.

St. Saviour’s Holy Family Centre
Weston Lane, Totland PO39 0HE

2 pm—4.30

Anyone grieving the loss of
a loved one is welcome to
join us.

Wednesday 21 November

Understanding Grieving and Guilt
Wednesday 19 December

Christmas Party

For further information
please call Eric on 756549

Afternoon Tea

JUNIOR CHURCH
at Christ Church
Totland Bay

Children, come and listen to Bible
stories, sing songs and enjoy crafts at
11 am every second and fourth Sunday
11 November – Junior Church
25 November – Junior Church

During
December
Junior Church Christmas activities
will take place in the main church.
We look forward to welcoming you!
For further information call Lorraine
on 756398
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SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER
AND SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER
9 am to 12 noon
* Table rental for only £3 (free for charities)
* Teas, coffees and cakes always
available, and come with a friendly smile
* Prayer Corner
* Table rents go to Church Mission Fund
To book a table, contact Margaret on 755533 or Lesley on 717347
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Celebration of Community 2018
CTWW held this annual event on October 20th at the West Wight Sports and
Community Centre. Displays from various WW organisations were available
to view in the café area from 3pm – many thanks to those taking part. One
of the highlights of the afternoon was listening to children from the Yarmouth and Shalfleet federation of Primary Schools sing some of their favourite hymns and songs. They kept us enthralled as they sang hymns we
knew, such as ‘All things Bright and Beautiful’, and newer ‘funkier’ songs
such as ‘Living and a’Learning’.
The afternoon concluded with a Songs of Praise at which some of the
organisations present introduced their chosen hymn and spoke a little
about their work in the wonderful West Wight. These included the Freshwater and Totland Parish Councils, the West Wight WIs, the Our Place Community Café, the West Wight Sports and Community Centre, and the Headteachers of the Freshwater and Yarmouth Primary Schools. Mike Hackleton
officiated and made a presentation to James and Suzanne Cook as a thank
you for their enormous contribution to the work of Churches Together in
West Wight. They will be sadly missed across West Wight.

Sunday 18 November at 5pm United Annual Mission Service at Freshwater
Methodist Church, led by Sue Parsons of Tearfund.

WANTED



Minute Secretary for CTWW; contact Doreen Dace on 754946
Ewan Brown, assistant to Youth Worker Dan, needs accommodation. Please contact Margaret Byatt on 755533 or Jackie
Holdaway 643961 if you are able to help.
8

9

COFFEE, CATCH-UP AND CAKE
My sincere thanks to all coffee/tea drinkers - for helping with cake
baking, washing up, making generous donations and, most of all, for
your wonderful friendship during the past five years.
Donations made during the past six months have enabled me to send
£50 to each to the following charities: West Wight Sports & Community Centre, Great Ormond Street Hospital Charity, Hampshire & IOW
Air Ambulance, Leprosy Mission, Wessex Cancer Trust - Daisy Bus Appeal and the Kerry Green Trust for Island children with life threatening or terminal illnesses. Any correspondence received will be placed
on or near the notice board in church.
The sum of £85 given at the August and October gatherings will be
sent to the Salvation Army, IOW to help towards the cost of sheltering rough sleepers on the Island during the winter.
I am pleased to hear that Coffee, Catch-Up & Cake will continue as a
regular event after our departure, thanks to Jonny and Lorraine Lord.
Every blessing in Christ
Suzanne Cook
Please join us for …

COFFEE, CATCH-UP AND CAKES
Friday 23 November from 10.30 am
at The Cottage, Church Hill
(opposite Christ Church)
Look forward to seeing you!
Jonny and Lorraine Lord
Tel: 756398
10
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The Toybox Charity
Christ Church has very generously supported Toybox and its work with street
children for several years. Has that support made any difference to the lives of
children over that time?
When Toybox began in 1992 as a Christian charity through Duncan and Jenny
Dyason, they worked with just a handful of street children in Latin America. The
core purpose was to help children marginalised and abused by those who
should be protecting them (still the core purpose today). When Margaret joined
as the U.K. administrator about a year later, she would often come home and
say “I may not have a job next week unless some money comes in”. But

Toybox were doing God’s work and He always provided just what was
needed to continue and grow the Charity.
From a handful of children at the beginning, Toybox are now helping over
17,000 globally, and from wondering were the next donation was coming
from, to growing to a charitable expenditure in 2017 of £1,649,321. From
a small operation in Guatemala City to working with six partners in five
countries around the world including Nepal and Africa. The U.N. estimate
the number of street children world-wide is in the hundreds of millions,
but it is an unofficial figure because it is such a grey and often unfathomable area.
Over the last 26 years there has been a change in the nature of risk for
street children. There has been a change in attitude; they are no longer
seen as worthless and to be ignored; instead vulnerable children are
now seen more and more as “commodities” to be exploited by those
who would do them harm, financially, sexually and physically.
Toybox are committed to ending the global injustice of children working
and/or living on city streets. Children who are at risk of abuse and exploitation on a daily basis, whose future is bleak and their life expectancy
is terrifyingly low.
The vision of Toybox is a just world with no street children. Christ Church,
along with many others, can help bring that vision nearer. Thank You.
Peter & Margaret Byatt
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MADAGASCAR
Martin and Mary Barber wish to thank their many friends
at Christ Church who kindly donated goods for the 40ft, 15
tonne container, now on its way to Madagascar. It is expected to arrive at Tamatave port in late November. Mary
and Martin are now back in Madagascar.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The Women’s World Day of Prayer takes place each year on
the first Friday in March. The next West Wight service will
be on 1 March 2019. Representatives of the West Wight
Churches meet just 3 times a year to arrange the local
service—all between December and March. The
service takes place in different local churches; Christ
Church’s turn is drawing near!
For some years, Val Pescod and Ros Gray have been the
Christ Church Representatives, but with the said loss of Ros
and Val’s move to the Abbeyfield in Yarmouth, we are in
need of 2 new representatives. This is a very worthwhile
task and not an onerous one, and the services are
invariably thought-provoking and inspiring.
Will you help?
Please ring Val Pescod on 761608 for more details
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in Christ Church
on Sunday 11th November
at 7 pm
Retiring collection in aid of the Poppy Appeal
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CHRIST CHURCH ROTAS – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Christ Church relies on many volunteers to carry out the large and varied
number of tasks which need to be taken on in order to keep things ticking
over. Currently there are about 40 people who help with diverse things
ranging from flower arranging to setting up the PA system, and from locking/unlocking the church each day to counting the collection. Whilst we
are currently able to fulfil all of these commitments, this relies on some of
our busiest people having to take on several roles: our church wardens are
a good example of this as increasingly they are now also involved with
leading worship. It would be really advantageous to have a pool of additional helpers to take over or back up those already volunteering. If you
feel you can help with any of the tasks below please contact Tony Walton
in church or at ajjwalton@aol.com for further information.
-

Flowers.
Church Unlocking/Locking.
Sidesmen.
Transport.
Greeting.
PA System. Critical shortage of trained people (training provided!)
Lesson Readers.
Stewards.
Refreshments.

Other special tasks where help may be needed are: children’s work;
intercessions; Holy Communion assistants; and prayer ministry. If you
wish to become involved with any of these, please talk to one of the
church
wardens.
Thank you, in anticipation.
Tony Walton
Rota Co-ordinator
07973 956417
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Mon 5

10.30 am

Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View.
Totland

Wed 7

2-4 pm

Memory Lane in the Annex (page 11)

Thu 8

11 am

Service at Whitmore Court

Sun 11

10.45 am

West Wight Remembrance Parade and Service
in The Square and St James’s Church Yarmouth
Remembrance Service at Christ Church, including live coverage from the Cenotaph
Slipshod Remembrance Concert (page 14)

10.45 am
7 pm
Wed 14 11 am

Service at Inglefield

Sat 17

11 am3 pm
11 am

Lantern Making Workshop in Totland Church
Hall (page 7)
Marriage blessing, Rev Leisa and Colin Potter
at All Saints’ Church. All welcome.

Sun 18

5pm

CTWW Annual Mission Service,
Freshwater Methodist Church (page 8)

Wed 21 2-4 pm

Altzeimer Café (page 6)

Fri 23

Coffee, Catch-up and Cake, the Cottage,
Church Hill (page 10)
GG Bereavement Group at Greenacres,
Windmill Lane (page 6)

10.30 am
3 pm

Sat 24

9 am-noon Table Top Sale in the Church Hall (page 7)

Fri 30

2-7.30 pm
5 pm

Christmas Market on Colwell Common (page 7)
Lantern Parade
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Sat 1

10.30 am
6.30 pm

Advent Coffee Morning, St James’s Church
Yarmouth
Friends of St James’s Christmas Concert in St
James’s Church

Mon 3

10.30 am

Mission Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point View.
Totland

Wed 5

2-4 pm

Memory Lane in the Annex (page 11)

Wed 12

11 am

Christmas Service, Inglefield

Thu 13

11 am

Christmas Service, Whitmore Court

Fri 14

2.30 pm

Dementia Friendly Carol Service in Freshwater
Methodist Church (page 9)

Sat 15
Wed 19

Deadline for items for Jan/Feb Parish Magazine
2 -4.30 pm

Altzeimer Café Christmas Party (page 6)

7 pm

Wessex Carol Concert at Christ Church (page 24)

Sat 22

9 am-noon Table Top Sale in the Church Hall (page 7)

Mon 24

4 pm

Crib Service (page 2)

At this special time of year, let us all pray for
God’s blessing on all those we love. We ask that
2019 may be a year of peace, harmony and the
spreading of God’s love throughout the world.
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MUSIC WORKSHOP AT CHRIST CHURCH
The lure of singing some of the most rousing show tunes and the chance to
learn from top drawer professionals brought around 70 people to Christ
Church, Totland Bay on 20th October for a Fun Vocal Workshop.
Led by professional soprano and teacher Heidi Pegler and arranger and
orchestrator John Langley, who has worked with impresario Raymond
Gubbay, the aim was to introduce singers of all standards, including those
who had never before sung in a choir, to some of the music from Les
Miserables and from some Rogers & Hammerstein shows, and perform it at
the end of the day.
The workshop fees raised £600 after expenses, divided between Our Place
Community Café based at West Wight Sports & Community Centre,
Freshwater, and Christ Church’s reordering fund, aiming to make the space
more accessible and versatile.
The event was the brainchild of new islander Pam Wedgwood, whose long
career in music includes writing piano and singing instruction manuals for
Faber Music. Pam, with local composer Richard Britton, accompanied on
piano.
The workshop began with exercises – physical stretches followed by vocal
gymnastics – and some instruction on getting acquainted with abdominal
muscles and their use in singing. “If you take nothing else away, remember
to use your tummy muscles,” said Heidi.
Then began the singing, the people having divided themselves into sopranos, altos, tenors and basses. A specially written medley of music from
such shows as Carousel, The Sound of Music and Oklahoma! combined the
joy of familiarity with what was for many a new experience of part singing.
More challenging, though enjoyed just as much, was the Les Miserables selection, the speed of delivery at times calling on athletic mouth muscles.
The day was punctuated with very welcome refreshments, and after an
hour’s rest at the end of the day family and friends of the delegates came to
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hear the result of the day’s efforts.
‘Do you hear the people sing?’ they sang. They certainly did.
Roz Whistance

CANTATA CHOIR present

THE ARMED MAN by Karl Jenkins
Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of
the end of the Great War
SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM
In the Medina Theatre, Newport
Tickets £15, U18 £7, available from
www.medinatheatre.co.uk/box-office or phone 823884
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Services and Lectionary Readings - NOVEMBER

Thurs 1
Sunday 4
All Saints Day

Thurs 8
Sunday 11
Remembrance

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Hebrews 12.18-24, Matthew 5.1
11 am Prayer meeting
11am Worship for All
Revelation 21.1-6a, John 11.32-44
10 am Holy Communion (CW)
Philemon 3.3-8a, Luke 5.1-10
11 am Prayer meeting
10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW)
Jonah 3.1-5 and 10, Hebrews 9.24-28, Mark 1.14-20
6 pm Sung Evensong at St Agnes, Freshwater Bay

Thurs 15

10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Philemon 7-20, Luke 17.20-25
11 am Prayer Meeting

Sunday 18

11 am Holy Communion (CW)

Second before
Advent

Daniel 12.1-3, Hebrews 10.11-14 ,19-25, Mark 13.1-8
6 pm Evensong at St Peter and St Paul, Mottistone

10 am Holy Communion (CW)

Thurs 22

Revelation 5.1-10, Luke 19.41-44
7 pm Prayers for the Parishes

Sunday 25
Christ the King

Thurs 29


11 am Morning Prayer (CW) Bible Sunday
Daniel 7.9-10 and 13-14, Revelation 1.4-8
6pm Evening Prayer at St Agnes’ Church

10 am Holy Communion (CW)
Revelation 18.1-2, 21-23; 19.1-3 and 9, Luke 21.20-28
11 am Prayer Meeting

Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative
readings on occasion
Where a 3rd reading is shown, this will be read by the preacher.
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Services and Lectionary Readings - DECEMBER

Sunday 2
First Sunday of
Advent

Thursday 6
Sunday 9
Second Sunday of
Advent

Thursday 13
Sunday 16
Third Sunday of
Advent

Thursday 20

Sunday 23
Fourth Sunday of
Advent

Monday 24
Christmas Eve

Tuesday 25
Christmas Day

Sunday 30
First Sunday
after Christmas

11am Worship for All
Jeremiah 33.14-16, 1 Thess 3.9-end, Luke 21.25-36
6pm Benefice Advent Service at Christ Church
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Isaiah 26.1-6, Matthew 7.21, 24-27
11 am Prayer Meeting
11am Morning Prayer (CW)
Malachi 3.1-4, Philippians 1.3-11, Luke 3.1-6
10 am Holy Communion (CW)
Isaiah 41.13-20, Matthew 11.11-15
11 am Prayer Meeting
11 am Holy Communion (CW)
Zephaniah 3.14-29, Philippians 4.4-7, Luke 3.7-18
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Isaiah 7.10-14, Luke 1.26-38
11 am Prayer Meeting

11 am Benefice Holy Communion at All Saints
11 am (tbc) Morning Prayer (CW)
Micah 5.2-5a, Hebrews 10.5-10, Luke 1.39-45
6 pm Carols by Candlelight
4 pm Crib Service
11 pm First Communion of Christmas
Isaiah 52.7-10, Hebrews 1.1-4, John 1.1-4
11 am Morning Prayer (CW) Bible Sunday
Readings as for Christmas Eve
6pm Evening Prayer at St Agnes’ Church
11 am Benefice Holy Communion (CW)
1 Samuel 2.18-20,26, Colossians 3.12-17, Luke 2.41-52
21

During their five years here, James and Suzanne
Cook have become much loved and respected
across a wide area, as dear friends, ministers,
teachers and hosts. Their enthusiastic involvement in so many different areas of church life,
community life and Churches Together has led
to a roller coaster few weeks for them as they
take their leave, with farewell gatherings,
speeches and gifts. We shall miss them badly,
but send our grateful thanks, very good wishes
and heartfelt prayers for them in their new life
in Shanklin. East Wight’s gain is, most
definitely, West Wight’s loss.

Final service and lunch at Christ Church
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Farewell from the Christ Church family at Harvest Festival and Lunch ...

… and the Women’s Fellowship..

… and the Junior Church.

… and Coffee, Catch-up and Cakes..
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