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James’s first service at Christ Church in 2013, 

following his Installation, was Harvest Festival. 

It seems fitting, then, that the Church family’s  

farewell to James and Suzanne should be at this year’s  

Harvest Festival and Lunch. 

Lunch tickets £5 (children free)  

available from Lesley, Margaret and Jane 

See back page 
for photos of 

James and  
Suzanne’s time 

with us 

James’s last official service at Christ Church will be 

COMMON WORSHIP HOLY COMMUNION 

on Sunday 21 October at 11 am 

when we shall be joined by members of local 

         churches and the community 

           followed by a finger buffet lunch 

          EVERYONE WELCOME 

       No ticket required 
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Items for the October magazine to Jane by  
 

15 October please.   
 
       

info@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 
 

 
Items for weekly notices by Thursday  

evenings to James 
 

minister@christchurchtotland.org.uk  

Who’s Who at Christ Church  

MINISTER - Revd. James Cook 

The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay. PO39 0ES   

Tel: 01983 759091      Email: minister@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

 

James is due to retire after his last service (see page 2).  He will be  
succeeded by: 
The Team Vicar Designate for Freshwater, Yarmouth and Totland Bay:              

 

Revd Leisa McGovern, 1 The Nurseries, Freshwater  PO40 9FG 

 

Tel: 01983 753078   email: revleisa@btinternet.com   
 

ADMINISTRATOR—Denis Gosden 

Christ Church, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay, PO39 0ES  

Tel: 07582 861966 

admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

CHURCH WARDENS  

Peter Byatt: churchwarden1@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Geoff Kirk: churchwarden2@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
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The Jottings of James, September 2018: ‘Farewell Totland Bay’  

For the last five years, Suzanne and I have loved living in Totland Bay and 

serving the Church here. As the saying goes, however, ‘time and tide wait 

for no man’. We must retire and say goodbye to the Parish. Our last duties 

here will be on 21st October. We shall then move home to Shanklin, so we 

are not leaving the Island altogether. (Especially as Suzanne’s mother will 

continue to live as much as possible in Totland Bay, we shall be frequent 

visitors to West Wight.) At first, we intend to have several months’ rest from 

ministerial work, after which and with the Bishop’s Permission to Officiate 

(‘PTO’), I hope to work occasionally in a retired capacity in the Island beyond 

West Wight. 

I am truly grateful for the love and support that Suzanne and I have received 

from the people of Totland Bay and the surrounding towns and villages. 

Thank you everyone. You have made our stay here a privilege, and we shall 

miss you very much. We hope and pray that you will all continue to grow in 

the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ and to know the presence of the Holy Spirit 

in your lives. You will be blessed, I am sure, by having the Revd Leisa 

McGovern appointed as Team Vicar with special responsibility for Totland 

Bay, Freshwater and Yarmouth. Soon after we leave, as you know, Leisa is to 

marry Colin and so become the Revd Leisa Potter. May we all wish Leisa and 

Colin much happiness together. 

Living in West Wight, we have learned that God cares about older people as 

much as youngsters and that we can have worthwhile and enjoyable lives in 

later years. I pray that, whatever our age, we will all continue to learn new 

skills and to discover new opportunities for service and for spiritual growth. 

Here is a selection of Biblical examples and lessons for those in retirement. 

Perhaps you will sense one that is speaking to you. 

1.   Abram (later called Abraham) stands back, allowing the younger man, 

his nephew Lot, to choose the better land on which to live and feed his 

livestock (Genesis 13). Can we be as generous, handing on our best to 

the next generation while they are still young enough to benefit and 

even to learn from their mistakes? 
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2.    Moses leads the Children of Israel through the wilderness for forty years 

and then passes his responsibilities to Joshua, a younger man, just at the 

point when he might have entered the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 

34). Are we willing to forgo great moments of success and glory, in order 

that a younger and possibly more able person may complete the tasks 

that still lie ahead? 

3.    The Psalmist, despite his failing strength and his grey hair, always has 

hope in God. He praises God more and more and tells of God’s righteous-

ness and salvation all day long (Psalm 71). Do we older people leave en-

thusiastic proclamation of the Gospel and lively worship to the young-

sters, or are we willing to give our all to God in witness and worship? 

4.   The Old Testament prophets sometimes began their ministry when very 

young. One described himself as ‘only a child’ (Jeremiah 1), but many 

carried on listening to God and sharing what they heard until the end of 

long lives. Haggai is reckoned to have been preaching in his early seven-

ties (Haggai 1 and 2). Do we use the extra time that retirement brings to 

listen to God in deep personal prayer, and do we share with younger 

people what God might want to tell them through us? 

5.    Some of the early disciples of Jesus died young, but others carried on 

into old age. Peter lost his independence, but remained obedient to Je-

sus (John 21). John took Mary, the mother of Jesus into his own home to 

care for her (John 19), and he continued teaching the early Church, de-

spite persecution and his advancing years (1 John and Revelation). Are 

we willing to put our homes and our experiences at the disposal of the 

Church, even when, by virtue of our age and circumstances, we might 

have little personal freedom left? 

These are some of the lessons I am learning from the Bible and from older 

Christian colleagues. Will you join me, in retirement, in still ‘learning and do-

ing’ for God and his people?  

Farewell to all, with love, James. 
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7 October -  Harvest Festival 

                     and Lunch 

14 October  -  Junior Church 

28 October  -  Junior Church 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Christ Church Totland Bay 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Children, come and listen to Bible 

stories, play games, sing songs  

and get messy with crafts at 11am: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming you 

For info, call Suzanne on 759091 

St. Saviour’s Holy Family Centre 

Weston Lane, Totland, PO39 0HE 

2pm—4.30 

Wednesday 17 October  
 

FIRE SAFETY IN THE HOME 

Afternoon Tea 
  

REVISED 

DATE 

Friday 12 October 

From 10.30 am 

The GG Bereavement 
Group will meet at the 

Boathouse cafe,  
Fort Victoria   

for fellowship and food on  
Friday 12th October 

at 12.15pm.  
 

Anyone grieving the loss of 
a loved one is welcome to 

join us. 

 

For further information 
please call Eric on 756549  
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Rehearsals have begun for the West Wight 

Christmas Choir directed by Chrissie Acland. 

Practices are every Wednesday morning, 

starting with coffee, and last until midday.  

The main event for the choir will be the  

Wessex Cancer Christmas Concert 

on Wednesday 19 December 

at Christ Church 

More details in the next magazine  

SATURDAY 27 OCTOBER 

9 am to 12 noon 

Did you know that: 

 *   You can rent a table for only £3 (free for charities) 

 *   Teas, coffees and cakes are always  

      available, and come with a friendly smile 

  *  There is a Prayer Corner 

  *  Table rents go to Church Mission Fund 
 

To book a table, contact Margaret on 755533 or Lesley on 717347 
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IN YOUR CHURCHYARD  -  GOD’S  ACRE AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 
It’s October already! … ‘a season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’   
as John Keats reflected upon, in the last of his Odes. 
Springtime in our churchyard glimpses God’s beauty, but Autumn in our church-
yard displays God’s bounty! 
 
’To bend with apples the moss’d cottage trees, 
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
For the summer has o’erbrimm’d their clammy cells.’ 
 
As in the poem, Christ Church churchyard has progressed through the seasons to 
maturity, a harvest is there for all the birds, bees, butterflies, moths and other 
creatures who have made Christ Church churchyard their home.  Are our lives 
reaping the bounty of God’s love and tender care? 
 
The Churchyard’s On-Going Maintenance 

 

As the end of the year does draws closer, it’s time to reflect on what has been 
achieved over the year and give thanks to all the volunteers and supporters who 
have tackled the unrelenting tasks of tidying overgrown borders, pulling weeds, 
cutting grass, maintaining boundaries, attending to fallen branches and main-
taining the trees. Not just our loyal band of church volunteers, who tackle each 
task with good humour, enthusiasm and dogged determination, but people from 
the local community. Thank-you Alan, for your grass strimming throughout the 
year and Adrian who has managed the tree maintenance. Thank you Rose and 
Bill Stanley who have spent years mapping the churchyard and Lois, Ros and Sue 
who have helped with memorial transcriptions. Thank you, our friends from the 
Co-op who also help with transcriptions and other churchyard tasks as part of 
their community support. 
Do we thank God enough for what He has done for us in our lives? 
 
Some may see Autumn as the herald of winter nearing, a parallel perhaps of 
thinking whether in our lives we have done all that needs to be done before ‘the 
end of our season’. The sights and sounds for ‘the end of the season’ are all 
there………. if we just look and listen! 
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As the poem reminds us…. 
 
‘Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? 
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too’……..  
 
’Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 
Among the river sallows, bourne aloft 
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
The red breast whistles from a garden croft; 
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.’ 
 
Our year in the churchyard has seen Spring, Summer and now coming up - 
our Autumn Clear-Up Weekends that herald the approach of winter. The 
poem reminds the reader that like the seasons of Spring, Summer, Autumn 
and Winter, life also is a cycle of growth, maturing, harvesting and eventu-
ally death. 
There is much more work that has to be done in the Christ Church Church-
yard before winter but what about our own ‘churchyards’ is everything 
about yours neat and tidy? Are you ready for the promise and excitement 
of ‘Spring’ that follows the winters end? 
 
In our churchyard, we have learnt that we work more effectively and effi-
ciently as a team in doing the work that needs to be done each year. What 
about inside Christ Church itself, have we learnt by fellowship and encour-
agement of each other’s efforts, that we can work more effectively for God 
as a team in doing His work in our local community. Is our church as ‘clean 
and tidy’ as we can make it? 
Our Autumn Clear-Up Days are scheduled for Saturdays, the 6th and 13th of 
October, commencing at 9 and finishing at 12.00. Hope to see you there! 
 
Robin Gosden 
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 Please see pages 7 and 8 of September Magazine for more details 
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MISSION PRAYER MEETING 
First Monday of every month 

10.30 am 
at 21 Hurst Point View 

Totland 
 

Next meeting:   2 October 
 

Ruth Curin, an IoW missionary, has 
been supported for many years at 
the CTWW  Mission Prayer Group 
and financially on Mondays 
through the Faith, Hope & Charity 
shop. Ruth is from Niton Baptist 
Church. She worked with students 
in Temuco university in South 
Chile, and met Benja, an Anglican 
youth leader, recently ordained. 
They have two children and are 
planting a new Anglican Church. 
They are now supported by Christ 
Church Mission Fund. Ruth hopes 
to be on the Island in January. 

Martin and Mary Barber were in 
England in the summer hunting 
down essential goods for shipment 
to Madagascar in a 40 ft container.  
Among many other things, they 
have been given 12 bicycles, 100 
cycle tyres, beds and other furni-
ture.  They are grateful for Christ 
Church’s continuing support and 
hope to have visited us before their 
return to Madagascar.   

Tugsuu and Tuul are  
being blessed in  
planting Mongolian 
churches in Europe 

Please see the Mission Notice 
Board for more details 

Alison and Paul Guinness 
with Jeremy and baby 
Grace return to Burundi in 
early October 

Adonai UK 
in Uganda. 
Keeping 
children 
safe and 
loved (see 
September 
magazine) 
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Churches Together in West Wight - Summer Update 

While many organisations take a break in the summer, CTWW springs 

into action with initiatives for young, old and everyone in between! 

The Holiday Bible Club week, reported on in the September magazine, 

was a great success as was the Messy Church Fun Day. Approximately 

450 members of the community attended this FREE Fun day on        

Colwell Common, and what you may not realise is that YOU enabled it 

to happen! Christ Church, along with the other West Wight churches, 

helps to fund the Holiday Bible Club week and the Fun Day. What 

great outreach! Thank you. 

The Oasis Drop-In, held on Monday mornings at Freshwater Methodist 

Church, organised a holiday at Home for those unable to go away. This 

year’s theme was Old Tyme Music Hall and a grand time was had by 

all. The holiday makers and helpers were well fed and treated to lots 

of fun and entertainment during the week with the added luxury of 

going home at the end of the day to sleep in their own beds! 

Churches  Together in West Wight 

invites you to a  

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY 

at the West Wight Sports and Community Centre  

on Sunday 14th October  

from  3– 5pm 
 

Displays from a wide range of organisations can be perused in the main sports hall  

from 3pm and the afternoon will close with 

 SONGS OF PRAISE at 4.30 
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ROS GRAY 1944-2018 

Ros was involved in many differ-

ent areas of the life of Christ 

Church.  She belonged to the 

Women’s Fellowship and the Re-

treat Home Group.  She read the 

lesson regularly, washed and 

maintained the Communion linen 

and was an essential and much-

valued member of the Pastoral 

Care and Prayer Ministry Teams.  She  

administered Holy Communion to the housebound.  Many local people have 

been blessed by Ros’s ministrations, and speak of her with fondness and 

gratitude. 

 

During just under 10 years on West Wight, 

Ros made a great impact on the lives of 

many people both inside and outside the 

church.  She was, to quote one of her 

friends, “an amazing lady”. 

Ros was living in France when a member of 

her Prayer Group informed her that God had 

said that Ros should move to somewhere 

near Yarmouth, where she would live within 

sight of a church.  A friend viewed Heather-

wood Lodge on Ros’s behalf; Ros did not see 

it for herself until the day she moved in, so 

sure was she that the Lord had led her 

there. 
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Ros’s deep spirituality and encyclopaedic knowledge of the Bible, made her 

a much valued participant in the Women’s Fellowship.  During our wide-

ranging discussions, we often turned to her  for her thoughts.  Her immedi-

ate recall of countless biblical passages and references benefited the whole 

group.  She was devout in her faith and totally assured of the power of 

prayer.  She was gracious,  graceful, strong-willed, determined and of firm 

opinions.  She was an example in living out the Christian life. 

Ros was a firm friend, an all-weather friend, and lots of fun too.  In her 

younger, pre-Island days, she had a pilot’s licence and her own single-seater 

plane.  In her teaching days in Leicestershire, she drove a Jensen Intercep-

tor.  She enjoyed rock-climbing and other outdoor pursuits.  Here on the 

Island, she helped to organise “Legs and Lunches”, walking and eating 

events with the Townswomen’s 

Guild.  Her long-held ambition 

to try paragliding led her to give 

the gift of a paragliding session 

to her friend Martyn, and, of 

course, Ros went too!  

   

Ros was a very private person, but 

that did not prevent her from be-

ing a loyal, trusting and trusted 

friend, and one who gave tirelessly 

of herself in the Lord’s work.  She 

was truly one of God’s own ambas-

sadors. 

 

May she rest in peace 
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Services and Lectionary Readings - OCTOBER 

Thurs 4 
10 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

Job 19.21-27a, Luke 10.1-12 

11 am   Prayer meeting 

Sunday 7 
Trinity 19 
 

11am  Worship for All Harvest Festival (see page 2) 

Joel 2.21-27, 1 Timothy 2.1-7, Matthew 6.25-33 

 

Thurs 11 

 

10 am   Holy Communion (CW) 

Galatians 3.1-5, Luke 11.5-13 

11 am  Prayer meeting 

Sunday 14 
Trinity 20 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  

Amos 5.6-7,10-15, Heb 4.12-end, Mark 10.17-31 

4.30  Celebration of Community Songs of Praise at West 
Wight Sports and Community Centre  

6 pm  Sung Evensong at St Agnes, Freshwater Bay 

Thurs 18 
10 am Holy Communion (BCP)  

Isaiah 35.3-6, 2 Tim 4.5-17, Luke 10.1-9 

11 am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 21 
Trinity 21 

11 am Holy Communion (CW) with farewell to  

            James and Suzanne Cook (see page 2) 

Isaiah 53.4-end, Hebrews 5.1-end, Mark 10.35-45 

6 pm  Evensong at St Peter and St Paul, Mottistone 

Thurs 25 

10 am  Holy Communion (CW) 

Ephesians 3.14-end, Luke 12.49-53 
7 pm   Prayers for the Parishes 

Sunday 28 
Trinity 13 

11 am Morning Prayer (CW) Bible Sunday 

Isaiah 55.1-11, 2 Tim 3.14-4.5, John 5.36b-end 

6pm Evening Prayer at St Agnes’ Church 

           Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative  
          readings on occasion 
      Where a 3rd reading is shown, this will be read by the preacher. 
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OCTOBER 
Harvest 

Sun 7 Oct 
Sun 14 Oct Sun 21 Oct Sun 28 Oct 

Flowers 
All for  

Harvest 
Gina Judith Phyl 

Church Unlock-
ing and Locking 

8-14 Oct 
Lorraine 

15-21 Oct 
John 

22-28 Oct 
Peter B 

29 Oct - 4 Nov 
Geoff 

11 AM WFA CWMP CWHC CWMP 

Sidesman 
Phyl 

Martyn 
Martyn 
Phyl 

Tom 
Margaret 

Maureen E 
Tom 

Bus Crew 
Tony 
Lizzie 

Margaret 
Lizzie 

Tony 
Lizzie 

Lesley 
Lizzie 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Tom Robin John Denis 

Children's Work   
Suzanne 

Gina 
No Junior 
Church 

Lorraine 
Barry 

Lesson Read-
ers 

WFA Team 
Sue P 
Denis 

Megan 
Tom 

Roz W 
Phyl 

Intercessions WFA Team Ros H Jane Barry 

HC Assistants     
Dorinda 
Robin 

  

Prayer Ministry 
Lucie 

Margaret 
Robin H 
Suzanne 

tba 
tba 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Tony 

Tom E 
Maureen W 

Michelle 
Peter 
Eric 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Refreshments 
Betty 

Anne H 
Ann C 

Jackie H 
Gina 

Martyn 
Jane 

Lesley 

Services Key:  
CW – Common Worship; HC – Holy Communion;  

MP – Morning Prayer; WFA - Worship For All.  
If by any chance you are unable to help on your Sunday rota please 

arrange a swap.   
In extremis, contact Peter Byatt (755533)  or Geoff Kirk (717347). 

DUTY ROTA FOR OCTOBER 2018 
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What’s On in October 
Mon 1 
Oct 

10.30am 
Missionary Prayer Meeting at 21 Hurst Point View (see 
page 12) 

Wed 3  2-4 pm Memory Lane in Christ Church Annex (page 11) 

Fri 5 2.30 pm Harvest Service, Little Hayes 

Sat 6 7.30 pm 

Concert by the “All Washed Up” Band in the Memorial 
Hall in aid of IOW Motor Neurone Disease, in memory 
of Gordon Rice.  Tickets: Harwoods Yarmouth, FYTBus 
Charity Shop and The Cabin Freshwater, price £10.  

Sun 7  
11 am 
12.15 
7 pm 

Harvest Festival 
Harvest Lunch (page 2) 
‘Reflections’ at Freshwater Methodist Church 

Fri 12 10.30 am Coffee, Catch-up and Cake at the Vicarage (page 6) 

Sun 14 
Afternoon 
4.30 pm 

Celebration of Community at WWSCC, ending with 
Celebration Songs of Praise in the café area (page 13) 

Thu 18 2.30 pm Harvest Service at Little Hayes 

Sat 20 10.30 am Music Workshop at Christ Church (page10) 

Sun 21 
11 am 
12.30 

James’ last Service (Holy Communion) 
Farewell Buffet Lunch (page 2) 

Thu 25 7 pm Prayers for the Parishes 

Sat 27  
Wedding of Rev Leisa McGovern and Colin Potter in 
Exeter  

Do you pay shop prices for greetings cards? 

Thanks to our dear friend Ros Gray, there is a large stock 

of recycled cards at the back of the church.  If you buy 

there, you can save money and give to Christ Church at 

the same time. 

Thanks go to John Baldwin for agreeing to take on this task. 
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Some time ago, our Minister and  PCC were 

approached by Dr Ian Young and his wife Sylvia 

(née Ralph) who wished to provide a lasting 

memorial to Mrs Young’s father, the Reverend 

Freddy Ralph, vicar of Christ Church from 1960 

to 1974.  On Sunday 9 September, Dr and Mrs 

Young, members of their family, and Peter 

Berry, the window’s designer and maker, were 

all at Christ Church for the dedication of this 

stunning new window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afterwards, in the vicarage garden, Mrs Young 

cut the first sod for work to begin on improved 

access to the Annex, also generously supported 

by Dr and Mrs Young. 

Peter Berry at work on the window 

The Young family and Peter Berry 
after the dedication. 

The colours of the window are so rich 

and vibrant that they cannot possibly 

be replicated on paper.  Go into the 

church, marvel at the beauty of the 

window, feel the spirituality of the 

light it casts .. and don’t miss the tiny 

details that make it so extra-special.  
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Thank you to everyone who sent 
such lovely photos, a true reflection 
in James and Suzanne’s generosity 
of spirit and total involvement in all 
aspects of the church’s life in all 
weather.  More photos next month. 


