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Landlubbers - Holiday Bible Club Summer 2018 

Ahoy there shipmates! There was plenty of fun, food, challenge and adventure at 
this year’s summer Holiday Bible Club—not to mention some rather interesting 
characters! 

The theme this year was ‘Landlubbers’ and the pirate crew were led on their     
adventures by Captain Dan and ship’s boy Ewan (top left) aka the CTWW youth 
leader and his gap year assistant. Treasure maps and cryptic clues helped the 
recruits on their quest as they learnt about the life of St. Paul including his time 
on Malta following a shipwreck (Acts 27 and 28). Captain Dan was assisted by a 
motley crew from the West Wight churches including an active Christ Church 
contingent and the notorious Methodist Cap’n Mike (bottom right). 
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Who’s Who at Christ Church  
 

Minister - Revd. James Cook 

The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay. PO39 0ES   

Tel: 01983 759091    

Email: minister@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Administrator—Denis Gosden 

Christ Church, Alum Bay New Road, Totland Bay, PO39 0ES  

Tel: 07582 861966 

admin@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Church Wardens  

Peter Byatt churchwarden1@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Geoff Kirk churchwarden2@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Items for the October magazine to Jane by  

15 September please. 
 

info@christchurchtotland.org.uk 

 

Items for weekly notices by  

Thursday evenings to James 
 

minister@christchurchtotland.org.uk  
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A Letter from Leisa… Seasons in the Sun 

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 

heaven.  (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

Editors’ note: this letter was written for August publications 

but as we didn’t have one, we thought you’d like to see it now! 

Life is about beginnings and endings, and about 

what we fill our lives with in between.  

I arrived in Freshwater after Easter and now the       

summer holidays are already here!  It has been a 

busy time working and serving the people of our 

West Wight Communities in this amazing place 

that I now call home.  

We have had such an amazing summer already! I shall remember it 

as my first ‘season in the sun’.  It has almost felt like the holidays 

have come early and I pray that families and our children will find 

rest and refreshment from their normal daily routines, where they 

can, in the weeks to come.  

Schools have closed for the holidays but there is a lot of filling of 

time to be done for parents, grandparents and carers. Some         

children have finished their primary education, ready for the next 

step to secondary schools… but there is a lot of preparation to be 

done to pack them off ready for a new term. 

In this last month in our communities and parishes of West Wight, 

we have both celebrated and given thanks for new life in baptisms, 

for the ongoing journey and achievements of our children in school 
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celebrations and in services for our leavers.  

It has also been a season of sadness when we have said goodbye to 

some wonderful people who have served in our communities, some 

who have lived long lives and come to the end of their time on earth, 

and others who are moving on to pastures new.  

We pray especially for our young people who will be spending a final 

summer with us before university, a new job, or a new season in their 

lives. 

It has been a busy time for booking weddings in Freshwater and       

Yarmouth – 2019 is starting to fill up for many wonderful celebrations 

of marriage; and on a personal note, I too will be getting married in the 

Autumn of 2018 and look forward to celebrating a new beginning with 

Colin and a new life with him in Freshwater. 

I do believe that God has a purpose for us all and a way for us to use 

our unique gifts and talents right where we are or wherever he will 

send us.  

I pray not just for many seasons in the sun in West Wight but for us as 

community and churches together – to journey through the seasons 

together, come rain or shine; to know of God’s love for each of us and 

to show that love in every beginning, every ending and everything in 

between. Amen. 

Rev Leisa                  
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The World is our Parish - thank you from Adonai UK. 

How do you measure success in relation to a young girl’s life? 

In a world where grades, levels and exam results seem to rule, what hope is 

there for those who ‘fail’? 

In 2005, a street child named Margaret was hit by a motorbike in  central 

Kampala and initially thought to be dead. Miraculously, and we use the 

word advisedly, she survived with barely a mark on her. The accident 

proved a turning point as the team we were with all agreed that we couldn’t 

let her return to life on the streets. We phoned a friend - and he and his 

wife agreed to help. Margaret has lived with these wonderful people, Pastor  

Aloysious and his wife Abby, ever since and they have gone on to found  

Adonai Family Uganda, an organisation that we are proud to support here in 

the UK. 

Margaret’s story hasn’t been a fairy-tale since then. She has struggled with 

learning the language (she came from the North of Uganda where they 

speak a different one) alongside learning English at school, with hearing 

problems, a weakness in one of her legs from a previous incident (a bullet 

wound), and various other issues - but she has the love and support of a 

surrogate family to support her. She has has the added bonus of a sponsor 

from Christ Church supporting her financially and prayerfully.  

Margaret still struggles academically, barely passing the essential primary 

leaving exams. Most secondary schools wouldn’t take her but one finally did 

and she attended for one year but the struggle was too great. A failure? No! 

It was her own decision to try regardless of adult advice to the contrary and 

her own decision to leave and try a new route. We are delighted that she 

has now completed her first term at vocational college where she is study-

ing fashion and design. She is very well and very happy, she knows her own 

mind, she is caring and kind—and will leave college equipped to support 

herself through adult life. That’s success! The final photo on the next page 

shows her with some of her creations. (Colour version on the website). 
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We would like to thank Christ Church for their regular support of the work 

of Adonai UK which enables us to help the organisation that gives a home 

to those like Margaret. Our focus for the last couple of years, following the 

sad disappearance of Lilian, another teenage girl, has been safety. Your  

contributions have helped fund a perimeter fence around the main site and 

are now going towards the building of a dormitory where the older girls like 

Margaret can live safely under the watchful eyes of Abby and Aloysious. At 

present they have to lodge with families in the community as the law states 

that they cannot live in the same children’s homes as the younger children. 

Safeguarding one group at the expense of another. 

Bless you for helping these children stay safe, feel loved, and to succeed 

despite their desperate starts in life.      Hazel and Richard Britton. 
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Services and Lectionary Readings -  SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 2 
Trinity 14 

11am Worship for All with Holy Baptism 

Deut 1.2, 6-9, James 1.17-end, Mark 7.1-8,14,15,21-23 
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes’ Church 

Thursday 6 
 

10 am (please note new time)  Holy Communion (BCP) 
1 Cor 3.18-end, Luke 5.1-11 
11 am   Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 9 
Trinity 15 

11 am  Morning Prayer with new window dedication 

Isaiah 35.4-7a, James 2.1-17, Mark 7.24-end 
6 pm  Sung Evensong at St Agnes, Freshwater Bay 

Thursday 13 

10 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
1 Cor 8.1-7, 11-end, Luke 6.27-38  
11 am  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 16 
Trinity 16 

11 am Holy Communion (CW)  

Isaiah 50.4-9a, James 3.1-12, Mark 8.27-end 

No service at St Agnes’ Church 

Thursday 20 

10 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

1 Cor 15.1-11, Luke 7.36-end 

11 am  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 23 
Trinity 17 

11 am  Morning Prayer 
Jer.11.18-20, James 3.13, 4.3,7-8a  
4 pm  IOW Songs of Praise at Cowes Enterprise College 
6pm  Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes’ Church 

Thursday 27 

10 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
Eccles 1.2-11, Luke 9.7-9 
11 am  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 30 
Trinity 18 

11 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
Numbers 11.4-6,10-16,24-29, James 5.13-end,  
Mark 9.38-end 
No service at St Agnes’ Church 

      Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative  
          readings on occasion 
      Where a 3rd reading is shown, this will be read by the preacher. 
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A new stained glass window has been  

installed within the Chancel at Christ 

Church Totland Bay. 

The window has been provided through 

the generosity of the family of the late 

Revd Freddy Ralph and his wife Dorothy 

and several members of the family will be 

present at the dedication service. 

The Ralph Memorial Window will be        

dedicated during our main Sunday ser-

vice at 11 am on 9 September and all are 

very welcome to attend. 

You can discover the story behind the  

design by visiting our website            

http://christchurchtotland.org.uk  

The designer Peter Berry installing 
the new Ralph Memorial Window. 
Visit the church website or pop in to 
church to see it in glorious colour! 

At Cowes Enterprise 

College. 

Ticket information 

coming soon at 

http://

isleofwightday.com/

event/songs-of-praise/ 
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What’s On 

Sat 1: Colwell Common Fun Day 1– 5pm. A FREE event for all the family! 

Sat 1: 2.00 pm: Wedding of Jennie Smith and Robert Vacher in Christ 

Church 

Sun 2: 11.00 am: Baptisms of Leo Wakeman and Annabel Johnson in 

‘Worship for All’ at Christ Church 

Sun 2: 2.00 pm: West Wight Parade from Colwell Common 

Sun 2: 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm:  CTWW ‘Reflections’ in Freshwater Methodist 

Church 

Mon  3: 10.30 am: Missionary Prayer Group at home of Paul and Lucie Bell 

Tues 4: 7 for 7.30pm CTWW monthly meeting at Colwell Baptist Hall 

Wed  5: 2.00 pm: ‘Memory Lane’ in Christ Church Annexe 

Wed 5: 3.00 pm: ‘GG Bereavement Group’ at home of Eric Barber 

Sat 8: 10.00 am: ‘GDPR’ Training in Church Annexe 

Sun 9: 11.00 am: Dedication of Freddie and Dorothy Ralph Memorial      

Window in Morning Prayer at Christ Church 

Fri 14: 2.30 pm: Dementia-Friendly Harvest Festival at Freshwater       

Methodist Church 

Sat 22: Isle  of Wight Day 

Sun 23: 4.00 pm: Isle of Wight Songs of Praise at Cowes Enterprise College   

Thurs 27: 7.30 pm: Prayers for the Parish at Christ Church  

Fri 28: 10.30 am: The penultimate ‘Coffee and Catch-Up and Cake’ at 

Christ Church Vicarage. Next one Wednesday October 17th.  
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Looking Ahead—Dates for your Diary 

A heads up that our HARVEST FESTIVAL will be on October 7th 

at 11am followed by Harvest Lunch. 

A FAREWELL SERVICE and BUFFET for James and Suzanne will be 

held on October 21st. Service at 11am, finger buffet at 12.45. 

Further details of both these occasions will follow in weekly      

notices and the October magazine but please keep the dates. 

Did you know….. 

That you can read a selection of  Christ Church sermons 

and talks on our website? Go to the Worship tab and      

select Sermons/talks. James may be leaving us but his   

legacy lives on! Remember Ned the donkey? He’s there! 

You will also find sermons from the other preachers who have graced 

our pulpit including all those in recent weeks encouraging us to look 

beyond ourselves as a new dawn approaches in West Wight.  

Most of the sermons are text files to read but there are one or two 

audio files as well. We hope to have the technology to provide more 

of the latter in the not-to-distant future. Happy reading! 

Do keep an eye on the website, we update it regularly. The calendar 

page is a very useful source of  information. You can see the current 

month or scroll forward to see the months ahead. Simply click on the 

wording of an event you are interested in to see more detail. 

http://christchurchtotland.org.uk/ 
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The GG  

Bereavement Group  

will meet on 

Wed 5th September,  

3 pm  

at Greenacre,  

Windmill Lane, Totland  

for an informal time of      

fellowship with  

refreshments. 

All welcome but please call 

Eric on 756549  

to confirm attendance. 
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 Our Place Community Café 

Our Place has been running for 2 and a half years now and thanks are 

due to Christ Church for providing a good proportion of the volunteers. 

You may not be sure exactly what Our Place is or who it is for…. Well the 

answer is it is for anyone, everyone and is whatever you want it to be! 

Some people come to chat, some to play table tennis or pool, some to 

seek advice, some for a mixture of all of these! Attending on a weekly 

basis are Citizens Advice, Adam—the Local area Coordinator for West 

Wight, Mel - Just Ask West Wight, and Julie - Finance officer with        

southern Housing. A dynamic team to help with a wide-range of issues 

from signposting to other West Wight activities to advising with appeals 

and financial difficulties. 

Do you need help with a digital device such as a Smartphone, tablet 

or laptop? Matt from Age UK is on hand twice a month to help. Bring 

your  device along and he’ll show you how to use it properly. September 

visits are scheduled for 11th and 25th. 

Have you, your partner, or someone you know served in the armed 

forces, or are still serving?  Henry from the Royal British Legion visits 

on the third Tuesday of the month and can assist with queries regarding      

housing , debt, benefits, employment, war pensions, making your house 

more accessible, …. His next visit is scheduled for September 18th. 

We also have lovely people from Well Being to support those with      

mental health or emotional issues. Representatives from Learning Links 

and No Barriers help those over 50, or with specific difficulties, access 

the job market. Barnardos offer support to young families. 

The list is ever-growing and ever changing!  

Drop in and see us any Tuesday in the Community Hall of the WWSCC, 

Moa Place, Freshwater between 10am and 12.30. We’d love to see you!  
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Profits to be shared between the  
Christ Church Re-ordering Fund and  
the Our Place Community Café. 
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Duty Rota For September 2018 

September Sun 2 Sep Sun 9 Sep Sun 16 Sep Sun 23 Sep Sun 30 Sep 

Flowers Phyl Betty Ann C Shirley Jackie 

Unlocking 
and Locking 

3-9 Sep 
Lorraine 

10-16 Sep 
Peter B 

17-23 Sep 
Geoff 

24-30 Sep 
John B 

1-7 Oct 
Richard H 

11 AM WFA CWMP CWHC CWMP CWHC 

Sidesman 
Phyl 

Martyn 
Martyn 

Phyl 
Tom 

Margaret 
Maureen E 

Tom 
Peter 
tba 

Bus Crew Tony Margaret Tony Lesley Tony 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina Frances 

PA System Tom Robin John Denis John 

Children's  
Work 

 WFA  tbc n/a  tbc  n/a  

Lesson  
Readers 

WFA Team 
Geoff 
Phyl 

Tonie 
Lizzie 

Dorinda 
Robin 

Eric 
Tony 

Interces-
sions 

WFA Team Peter Geoff John Jane 

HC Assis-
tants 

    
Jane 
Tony 

  
Geoff 
John 

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Robin H 
Suzanne 

tba 
tba 

Peter 
Ros H 

tba 
Suzanne 

Stewards 
Lizzie 
Tom E 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Lizzie 
Neil 

Refresh-
ments 

Betty 
Anne H 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Martyn 

Jane 
Lesley 

Phyl 
Lesley 

Services Key:  
CW – Common Worship; HC – Holy Communion;  

MP – Morning Prayer; WFA - Worship For All.  
If by any chance you are unable to help on your Sunday rota please 

arrange a swap.   
In extremis, contact Peter Byatt (755533)  or Geoff Kirk (717347). 
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TABLE TOP SALE 
In aid of the Christ Church Mission Fund helping people at home and abroad. 

 

SATURDAY 29TH  
SEPTEMBER 

TOTLAND CHURCH HALL 
9.00 - 12 noon 

 
Tables £3 (no charge for charities)  
 

contact Margaret on 755533 or Lesley on 717347  


