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Churches Together in West Wight  
invite you to a united service at  

St James’ Church Yarmouth  

  at 5pm on Sunday 21st January  
where we will join with Christians around the world to pray for the         

contemporary issues raised by the Caribbean Churches including: 

 

• Abuses of human rights 

• Human trafficking and modern-day slavery  

• Addiction to pornography and drugs 

• The debt crisis  

The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds in the 
body of Christ. Reconciliation demands repentance, reparation and 
the healing of memories. The whole Church is called to be both a sign 
and an active agent of this reconciliation. 

Exodus 15, a song of triumph over oppression,  
is employed as the motif of the Week of Prayer.  



3 

 
 

Minister 
REVD. JAMES COOK 

The Vicarage,  

Alum Bay New Road 

Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  
 

 

minister@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Tel: 01983 759091 

Church  
Administrator 

 

DENIS GOSDEN 
Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 

Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 
 

admin@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Tel: 07582 861966 

Church         
Wardens  

 

PETER BYATT 
 

churchwarden1@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

GEOFF KIRK 
 

churchwarden2@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Christ Church        
Contact  

Information 
 

From January 2018,  

some personnel  at  Christ Church 

will have dedicated church email        

addresses. These will all end with 
 

 @christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

The first part of the address will 

describe their role. 
 

Some of the new addresses are 

listed  on this page; others will be 

published as needed. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Church notices are already being 

sent from Hazel’s new email      

address which is 

info@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

This is also the address to use for 

magazine items . 
 

Magazine items should be sent to 

Hazel by the 3rd Sunday of each 

month. That’s  21st January for 

the February magazine. 
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I wish everyone who comes to Christ Church, and members of our                     
neighbouring churches reading this article, a very Happy New Year. May you 
receive God’s blessings throughout 2018. 

I wonder what new things you may be anticipating. Will they be special just to 
you, or will they be something in which other people, including friends in 
church, will share? Some of us might anticipate 2018 as the year in which we 
will begin a new job or the year in which, like me, we will retire. There may be 
the prospect of gaining a new qualification, of moving house or having that 
special holiday about which we have dreamed. Whatever our age and         
situation, I pray that we shall  continue to experience things that make us    
positive and hopeful. We have a God of grace, revealed in Jesus Christ and 
available to us through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit: a God of renewal. 

As I look forward to 2018, I see various areas of church life where we may  
expect, work and pray for renewal, and I should like to share some of those 
thoughts with you now. There are many topics one could think about, but the 
ones I have chosen for this article are worship, evangelism, buildings and  
leadership. 

Worship: Among many benefits we enjoy in the Church of England, we have 
a wealth of liturgies (set ways of worship) and church music. We need        
constantly to search these treasures in order to discover what we can employ 
best in the worship of God, week by week. There is great liberation in the 
Christian faith, and we have opportunities not only for set forms of worship 
but also for  informal styles. I trust that our newly trained and authorised lay 
worship leaders will help us all to experience good traditional and               
contemporary worship, incorporating not only music, but also drama and  
other visual arts and having an imaginative approach to prayer and Bible          
reading. Has the time come, for example, to have a new instrumental group, 
to see occasional liturgical dance or to have ‘activity prayers’ in some of our 
Sunday services?  

The Jottings of James, January 2018:  

‘He who was seated on the throne said,  
“I am making everything 
new!”’ (Revelation 21.5a) 
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Evangelism: To evangelise is to share as widely as possible the Gospel – the 
good news about Jesus. In Christ Church, this means sharing not only with our 
friends and neighbours but also, through prayer and financial support, with 
people living far away. We do well to remember that we only know Jesus   
because others have directly or indirectly evangelised us! I would encourage 
you to read the new booklet on evangelism for the local church, produced 
through the initiative of our Archbishops, under the banner ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’. It is available free to download from the Internet :  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global   

Select ‘Sharing your faith’ from the options at the top of the page. You will 
find ‘Evangelism for the local church’ on the page that you are  re-directed to. 

Copies of the booklet will also be available soon in church. The booklet       
explains the continuous cycle of ‘Contact, Nurture, Commitment and Growth’ 
that is the essential feature of contemporary evangelism. It then helps us to 
think and pray about how these activities might happen here where we live. 
Excellent resources for use in evangelism have been made available to us 
through the  Diocese of Portsmouth’s programme ‘Leading Your Church Into 
Growth’ (‘LYCIG’). They include courses for small groups: ‘Everybody          
Welcome’, ‘Puzzling Questions’, ‘Table Talk’, ‘Start’ and ‘Moving On’. With the 
help of church members, I should like to begin running one or more of these 
courses early in 2018. Please watch out for announcements in the weekly  
notices. 

Buildings: Our project to make our main church building more open,         
welcoming and suitable for worship and other community purposes has 
reached the stage of seeking formal approval from the Diocese of              
Portsmouth, through faculty applications, and the Isle of Wight Council 
through a planning application and other regulatory requirements. We hope 
to have, early in 2018, the approvals not yet granted and for the building work 
to commence as soon as a contractor has been chosen and appointed. The 
funds required will be considerable, but we are off to a good start through 
generous gifts, bequests and pledges by or in memory of former church  
members. Fund-raising activities for the project need urgently to be             
expanded. We need also to continue investigating, in collaboration with the 
Parish Council, how better to improve and use the Church Hall for the benefit 
of the local community. 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global
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Leadership: We all owe a considerable debt of gratitude to our PCC members 

and church officers for their dedicated and caring leadership and                

management of Christ Church.  In the Annual Report for 2017 and the Annual 

Meeting in April 2018, I will be talking more about what they do for us and, on 

behalf of us all, thanking them for their work. I am very grateful also for the 

tremendous help in ministry provided by fellow clergy, lay ministers and lay 

assistants. As most of you are aware, my licence as ‘House-for-Duty’ Associate 

Priest has recently been extended once more by our Bishop, but being        

realistic we should all regard this as the final year of my licensed ministry in 

Totland Bay. Although we shall move outside the parish, Suzanne and I plan to    

remain in West Wight for the time being and to continue ministering in ways 

that are appropriate in retirement. It is expected that a ‘House for Duty’       

minister or Team Curate will be appointed, in due course, to fill the vacancy 

that will arise when we leave. The anticipated appointment of two new        

stipendiary ministers for West Wight will make it possible for me to reduce 

progressively my current workload during the second half of 2018.  

I close these thoughts, as I opened them, by wishing you all a very Happy New 

Year. May you receive God’s blessings throughout 2018.    James 
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BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

As mentioned in the November magazine, a bereavement group is being 

formed for church members and friends who have lost loved ones in     

recent times. The group, which offers friendship and support (not           

counselling) will gather informally at the home of Eric Barber: Greenacre, 

Windmill Lane, Totland (off Summers Lane) on 25th January at 3pm.       

Refreshments will be provided. Parking for up to four cars is available and 

transport can be arranged for anyone in need.  

For further information or to confirm your attendance please call Eric on 

756549 by 20th January. James, our Minister will be present at the first  

session. 
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 Services and Lectionary Readings -  JANUARY 2018 

Thurs 4 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   

1 John 3.7-10; John 1.35-42  

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 7 

11 am Worship for All 

6pm CW Holy Communion at St Agnes’ Church 

Thurs 11 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  

1 Samuel 4.1-11; Mark 1.40-45 

10.30am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 14 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  

1 Samuel 3 - 4.1a; John 1.43-51 

6pm BCP Evensong at St Agnes’ Church 

Thurs 18 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

1 Samuel 18.1-9, 19.1-7*; Mark 3.7-10 

10.30 am  Prayer meeting 

Sunday 21 

11am Holy Communion  (CW)  

Revelation 19.6-10; John 2.1-11 

5pm CTWW united service for the start of the week 
of  prayer for Christian Unity at St James’ Church 
Yarmouth 

Thurs 25 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  

Acts 9.1-22; Matthew 19.23-30* 

Sunday 28 
11 am Morning Prayer (CW) 

Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Mark 1.21-28 

6pm CW Holy Communion at St Agnes’ Church 

• * with additional verses not in lectionary 
• Please note that individual preachers may choose to use other readings on 

occasion 
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Early morning services: 
Holy Communion (BCP) is celebrated at 8.00 am at St James’ Church, 
Yarmouth on all Sundays of the month.  

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, it is also celebrated at St Agnes’ 
Church, Freshwater Bay.  

James will celebrate at Yarmouth on 14th January and Freshwater Bay 
on 21st January. 

CTWW REFLECTIONS 
 

An informal time of contemporary prayer  
and worship. 
  

SUNDAY 7TH JANUARY 
 

7pm for 7.30pm at Freshwater Methodist Church. All Welcome! 
 

PLEASE NOTE that as from January 7th , Reflections will revert to the 
1st Sunday of every month at the earlier time of 7pm for 7.30pm. 
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The World is our Parish 

At Adonai Family Uganda, there is much to celebrate. A safe water system 

has been installed which will make a huge difference to everyday life. The 

Christmas party was great fun and all the sponsored children received the gift 

of a set of bed sheets.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The widows and needy in the community were given fresh beef on Christmas 

Eve and the most needy were also given sacks of rice. 

You can see more photos of the Christmas party and a 

very happy video of the children enjoying their new  

water supply on the Latest News tab of our website 

www.adonaiuk.org   

 

Sadly, there is still no sign of Lillian and with each passing day the likelihood 

of seeing her again diminishes. We can only pray that she is safe. 

 

In Burundi, there is also much to celebrate. Paul and 

Alison Guinness are expecting their second baby at the 

end of May. They ask prayers for a healthy pregnancy . 

They intend to return to the UK for the birth. 

New bed sheets 

Sacks of rice 

http://www.adonaiuk.org
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In Madagascar, Martin and Mary have been busy with building and teaching 

projects. The new dining hall is now in use and the foundations have been laid 

for the new director’s house. 

     

 

 

 

In the school, Mary has introduced ‘Topic Learning’. A recent "Healthy Living 

week" which included giving everyone a toothbrush, showers and a new item 

of clothing. The children keep the toothbrushes at school and all rush to clean 

their teeth each morning. A week "Minibeasts" week seems to have helped 

the children conquer their fears of insects. They loved getting out to find them 

and the highlight was watching bees hatch out of a piece of comb.  

 

The school has had even more new students (150 total), so the big school 

boat has to make 3 journeys twice a day as so many come from the wild area 

across the lake.  

The new dining hall 

Tooth Day Budding Dentists 
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Announcement on Behalf of the Archdeacon and Area Dean 

in Christ Church, Totland Bay at 11.00 am                                 

on Sunday 10 December 2017 

 

Further to advertisements in the Church Times, meetings over the     

summer and a formal interview process in November we are delighted 

to announce the appointment of two clergy to West Wight and who 

will begin with us the exciting process of developing a new Team and 

emerging Mission Community. 

 The Revd Leisa McGovern, currently Assistant Curate Ottervale       

Mission Community based at Ottery St Mary in Devon who will be-

come Team Vicar Designate for Freshwater and Yarmouth and in 

due course for Totland as well. 

 The Revd Clive Todd, currently Rector of the Lower Swale in North 

Yorkshire where he has responsibility for eight churches will be 

Team Rector Designate with responsibility for Brighstone, Shorwell,       

Mottistone, Brook, Shalfleet, Thorley, Newtown and Calbourne.        

Licensing will take place on 22nd April at 4pm - Venue to be confirmed. 

In the meantime, please keep both Clive and Leisa, their families and 

current parishes in your prayers as this news is announced there today 

and as they prepare for a new ministry with us here in the West Wight. 

The Bishop, Archdeacon and Area Dean send good wishes and thanks 

to everyone who helped and supported the interview process. 

You can read more about the two new appointees on the Christ Church 

website: www.christchurchtotland.org.uk  

http://www.christchurchtotland.org.uk
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What’s On 

WED 3 2 - 4 Memory Lane—reminiscence group. Page 16. 

FRI 5 12.30pm Annex Lunch  

SUN 7 7pm CTWW Reflections. Page 9. 

TUES 9 7.30pm CTWW monthly meeting 

SUN 21 5pm CTWW United Service. Page 2. 

WED 24 10.30am Coffee and Catch-Up. Page 13. 

THURS 25 3pm Bereavement Group starts. Page 7. 

FRI 26 7pm All Island Worship Event. Page 15. 

SAT 27 9—12 Table Top Sale. Page 15. 
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JANUARY DUTY ROTA. For a complete list of services, see page 8. 

 Jan 2018 Sun 7 Jan Sun 14 Jan Sun 21 Jan Sun 28 Jan 

Flowers Betty Gina Jackie Ann C 

Locking +      
Unlocking 

8-14 Jan 
Geoff 

15-21 Jan 
Ros G 

22-28 Jan 
Richard H 

29 Jan - 4 Feb 
Lorraine 

11.00 AM WFA CWMP CWHC CWMP 

Sidesman 
Phyl 
Ros G 

Tom 
Phyl 

Maureen E 
Margaret 

Maureen E 
Tom 

Bus Crew Tony Margaret Tony Lesley 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Geoff Robin Denis John 

Children's  
Work 

WFA 
Suzanne 
Barry 

None 
Hazel 
Gina 

Lesson  
Readers 

WFA Team 
Geoff 
Tony 

Tonie 
Lizzie 

Dorinda 
Robin 

Intercessions WFA Team Peter Geoff John 

HC Assistants     
Barry 
Peter 

  

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Hazel 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Richard 
Tom E 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Refreshments 
Betty 
Anne H 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Martin 

Jane 
Lesley 

Services Key:  
CW – Common Worship; BCP – Book of Common Prayer; HC – Holy 

Communion; FC - Family Communion; MP – Morning Prayer.  
If by any chance you are unable to help on your Sunday rota please  

arrange a swap.   
In extremis, contact Peter Byatt (755533)  or Geoff Kirk (717347). 
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