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Photos from our Christmas Eve Crib Service:  
a Heavenly Angel and a King bearing Gold.  
A huge well done to all the children who took part in our      

impromptu Nativity play. 
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Minister 
REVD. JAMES COOK 

The Vicarage,  

Alum Bay New Road 

Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  
 

 

minister@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Tel: 01983 759091 

Church  
Administrator 

 

DENIS GOSDEN 
Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 

Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 
 

admin@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

Tel: 07582 861966 

Church         
Wardens  

 

PETER BYATT 
 

churchwarden1@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

GEOFF KIRK 
 

churchwarden2@ 

christchurchtotland.org.uk 

Christ Church        
Contact  

Information 
 

Some personnel  at  Christ Church 

now have dedicated church email        

addresses. These all end with 
 

 @christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

The first part of the address      

describes their role. 
 

Some of the new addresses are 

listed  on this page; others will be 

published as needed. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Church notices are sent from       

Hazel’s new email address:        

info@christchurchtotland.org.uk 
 

This is also the address to use for 

magazine items . 
 

Magazine items should be sent to 

Hazel by the 3rd Sunday of each 

month.  

That’s 18th February for the 

March magazine. 
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 The Jottings of James, February 2018:  

‘Stop, Look and Listen!’  

If I were to say to you, “Stop, look and listen!” what would come first to 
your mind? I imagine that most of us would associate the phrase with road 
safety advice: for pedestrians crossing the road and for motorists or pedes-
trians approaching any hazardous junction.  

In the 2005 Green Cross Code for pedestrians, that familiar road safety slo-
gan was expanded into the following advice: 

1. THINK! Find the safest place to cross, then stop. 

2. STOP! Stand on the pavement near the kerb. 

3. USE YOUR EYES AND EARS! Look all around for traffic, and listen. 

4. WAIT UNTIL IT'S SAFE TO CROSS! If traffic is coming, let it pass. 

5. LOOK AND LISTEN! When it's safe, walk straight across the road. 

ARRIVE ALIVE! Keep looking and listening. 

This remains, I am sure, the best advice. Might I suggest that for Lent, which 
begins with Ash Wednesday, this year on 14th February, we adopt a similar 
approach to ‘arriving alive’ in spiritual terms? We could all: 

1. THINK! Find opportunities to think about our relationship with God and 
Jesus. 

2. STOP! Drop some of the things that we do frequently and sometimes 
selfishly. 

3. USE YOUR EYES AND EARS! Look at new places, read a new book and 
listen to new music for worship. 

4. WAIT UNTIL IT'S SAFE TO CROSS! Wait for fresh understanding and     
motivation from the Holy Spirit. 
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5. LOOK AND LISTEN! Take up a new challenge or return to an existing role 
with renewed enthusiasm. 

ARRIVE ALIVE! Keep looking out for and listening to the living God. 

The Lent programmes of the churches in West Wight provide excellent     
opportunities for us to stop, to look and to listen to God together. I would 
especially commend to you the Lent Brunches, the Lent Study Groups and 
the church services in Holy Week: all opportunities to be with different     
people and to be in places different from those that we are used to. 

Some of our time in Lent needs to be spent not with other people, but on 
our own – listening to God and prayerfully working through what we think 
we are hearing from him. Extra time each day in Bible study is bound to be 
beneficial, and reading a Lent book is almost always satisfying. From        
selections advertised on the Internet, I have chosen two books to buy this 
year, both encouraging me to look for God in new places: ‘ The Art of Lent: a 
Painting a Day from Ash Wednesday to Easter’, by Sister Wendy Beckett and 
‘A Place for God’, by Bishop Graham Jones writing about 40 different places. 
I will be interested to learn what some other church members choose for 
Lent and what they hear God saying when they stop, look and listen. 

It is directly from the Bible that we often, perhaps most often, hear God 
speak to us. This verse has always been a special encouragement for me to 
stop, to look into God’s Word and to listen for his guidance: 

May you have a blessed Lent when with others, and when 
alone, you stop to look towards God, to hear him speak 
and then to act upon his loving words of encouragement 
and inspiration. 

Yours in Lent and in all the seasons of the year,  

James 

‘But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be  weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.’  
(Isaiah 40.31, King James Version). 
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Where are the Christians? 

A hundred years ago, 82% of Christians lived in Europe and North 

America - everywhere else was mostly unreached with the GOOD 

NEWS of Jesus Christ. That’s why we traditionally think of missionaries 

as Westerners travelling to distant lands with the Gospel. 

In the past century the picture has dramatically changed. Worldwide 6.7 

billion (89%) of the world’s population) identify with a religion. Today 

there are about 2.4 billion Christians in the world; 1.8 billion Muslims 

and 1 billion Hindus. Between 1970 and 2015 the Christian population in 

Europe, North America and Australasia declined, in some areas up to 

40% while  other religions grew up to 60%.  By the year 2050, it is        

forecast that three quarters of he world’s Christians will be outside the 

above areas. Today 1 in 4 Christians live in Africa although there are 

marked differences – for example Zambia is 97% Christians while in        

Niger it is less than 1%. 

The persecution of Christians continues, in some 60 countries people are 

persecuted for their faith by governments and communities. 

Literacy continues to expand, since 1900 the proportion of people who 

can read has risen from 25% to 75% but still over 1 billion people do not 

have the Word of God in their own language. At least 2 billion have 

never heard the Gospel in a form they could understand - the majority of 

them in Southeast Asia. 

As we have the privilege and are blessed through the hearing of God’s 

Word every Sunday and have access to various translations of the Bible 

for private study and meditation may we pray that Jesus’ command will 

continue to be acted on: ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all            

nations…. baptising and teaching them to obey His commands.’ 

Contributed by Eric Barber based on information published by Haggai           
International and Pew Research. 
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TRANSCRIPT 

Dear Sponsors! 

Happy New Year and 

Merry Christmas to you! 

From the bottom of my 

heart I wish you health, 

joy, happiness in Christ 

Jesus. 

Yarchuk Valeria. 

Greetings from the Ukraine!  
 

Christ Church sponsors a dental student in the Ukraine. We were          

delighted to receive this letter and photograph from her at Christmas.  



8 

Services and Lectionary Readings -  February 2018 

Thurs 1 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   

1 Kings 2.1-4, 10-12; Mark 6.6b-13*  

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 4 

11 am Worship for All 

Isaiah 40.21-31; Mark 1.29-39 

6pm CW Holy Communion at St Agnes’ Church 

Proverbs 8.1, 22-31; John 1.1-14  

Thurs 8 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  

1 Kings 11.4-13; Mark 7.24-30  

10.30am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 11 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  

2 Kings 2.1-12; Mark 9.2-9 

6pm BCP Evensong at St Agnes’ Church 

Wednesday 
14 

ASH WESNESDAY 

7.30pm, Holy Communion (CW) with Ashes 

2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10; Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21  

Sunday 18 

11am Holy Communion  (CW)  

1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15  
 

No evening service 

Thurs 22 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  

Isaiah 55.6-9 ; Matthew 7.7-12  

7.30pm Prayers for the Parish 

Sunday 25 
11 am Morning Prayer (CW) 

Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-38  

6pm CW Holy Communion at St Agnes’ Church 

 * with additional verses not in lectionary 
 Please note that individual preachers may choose to use alternative       

readings on occasion 
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Early morning services: 
Holy Communion (BCP) is celebrated at 8.00 am at St James’ Church, 
Yarmouth on all Sundays of the month.  

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, it is also celebrated at St Agnes’ 
Church, Freshwater Bay.  

James will celebrate at Freshwater Bay on 18th February. 

CTWW REFLECTIONS 
 

An informal time of contemporary prayer and worship. 
  

SUNDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 
 

7pm for 7.30pm at Freshwater Methodist Church. All 
Welcome! 
 

PLEASE NOTE that Reflections is now on the 1st Sunday of the month and at 
the earlier time of 7 pm for 7.30pm. 
 

We have a guest speaker in February: Kelvin Burke from the IW NHS 
Chaplaincy Trust which provides such a vital service. Please join us. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

There will be a service of Holy Communion (with ashes) 

At 7.30pm 

On Wednesday 14th February 

At Christ Church Totland Bay 

N.B. There will be no Thursday morning service on15th. 
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The West Wight Christmas Choir performed in 3 

venues in December 2017. Their first concert was at St Mary’s 

Church Brighstone as part of the Christmas Tree Festival where 

an appreciative audience gave £415 to the church ‘Raise the 

Roof’ project. At Christ Church Totland Bay, the collection in aid 

of the Wessex Cancer Trust raised £448 and this was added to 

from a collection at Mottistone Church where a good proportion 

of the choir sang at the annual carol service. The final total for 

Wessex Cancer was a whopping £745. 

Irene Macdonald, on behalf of the Wessex Cancer Trust, says: 

Amazing! This will help so many patients and their families on 

the island. Thank you. 
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What’s On 

SUN 4 7.30 pm CTWW Reflections. Refreshments from 7pm. 

MON 5 10.30am 
Missionary Prayer Group at 21 Hurst Point 
View. 

MON 5 10 - 12 
Every Monday, ‘Oasis’ at the Methodist Church. 
See page 10. 

TUES 6 10—12.30 
Every Tuesday, ‘Our Place’ at the WWSCC. See 
page 16. 

TUES 6 7.30pm CTWW Monthly meeting at Colwell Baptist Hall 

WED 7 2—4pm Memory Lane. See page 10. 

WED 14 7.30pm Ash Wednesday service. See page 9. 

MON 19 Ecumenical Lent Discussion groups start this week.  

FRI 23 10.30am Coffee and Catch Up. See page 2. 

FRI 23 2.30pm 
Women’s World Day of Prayer practice for 
readers at St Saviour. 

SAT 24  9.00am Table Top Sale. See page 2. 

SAT 24 11.30am First Lent Brunch. See page 16. 

MON 26 2.30pm 
Women’s World Day of Prayer choir practice at 
St Saviour. Voices needed! Contact Carole 
Walker on 754474.  

FRI 2nd 
MARCH 

2.30pm 
Women’s World Day of Prayer service at St  
Saviour. See page 15. 
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Indian Adventure! By Jane Richter of Christ Church Totland Bay 

I spent exactly 3 months at the end of last year (September 16 - December 
16) based just outside a sprawling village called Mamallapuram, about 90 
minutes’ drive south of Chennai (formerly Madras) - on the eastern (Bay of 
Bengal) coast in southern India. This is a world heritage site with beautiful 
7th century temples and incredible rock carvings which are of great cultural 
significance, and as such, very much on the tourist trail.  

Yet just 2 kilometres away - in a tiny village called Pooncheri - where I was 
based - is a different world, which can scarcely have changed much during 
the last 200 years. A few houses, dusty dirt tracks full of enormous potholes 
and herds of goats and cattle being the main passing ‘traffic’. Village wells, 
potters at work, everyone sitting outside their extremely modest homes 
rather than inside them. Nevertheless - there is both a hospital and a 
’government’ school here - these being free schools for poor children whose 
families can’t afford the normal (to us extremely affordable) school fees. 

And so it was in this school that I had the 
privilege to teach English as a volunteer for 
the majority of my stay. I also had the      
honour of being the only white person that 
the children in my classes had ever seen! So 
close to a never-ending stream of tourists - 
and yet the children and their parents just 
don’t leave the village! 

Despite living in homes that were little more 
than hovels, the children were immaculately 
turned out with pristine school uniforms 
and bright shiny hair that most of us would 
give anything for! Oh and usually beautiful - 
with big soulful brown eyes that constantly 

twinkled. Lovely children - lively, full of fun and for the most part interested 
and keen to learn. Yes, there were problems of understanding each other’s 
accents etc. at first but this all improved over time. 

This opportunity was arranged for me by a small local charity called The 
Script Trust, made possible by a local pre-existing contact (friend) of mine, 

Jane in action! 
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whose house I was able to live in on my own 
(a real mystery to the locals who found me 
extremely brave - in Indian culture, a woman 
living alone in this way would not be              
possible!) As such, they were slightly in awe of 
me! Not only this - but I was driving a car! 

The charity is small and is run by a lovely 
young man who isn’t making a penny from it. Quite the reverse - he is in-
vesting in it. The aim of the charity is to both help the local (rural) communi-
ty and at the same time to do things like facilitating volunteer placements 
like mine.  He is also raising money to fund urgent open-heart surgery which 
will take place in around 2weeks for a 2-month old baby who will die with-
out it.  

Around 90% of the population of Tamil Nadu is 
Hindu. 5% are Christian and 5% are Muslim. I 
met many Christians and had a Protestant 
Church right opposite my house. Its name,     
coincidentally, was Christ Church! Just a 
thought - but how nice would it be to form 
some sort of link between our two churches?  

So I have tried to give a snapshot of the situa-
tion out there. Life is very hard in India. But the 

people are tough and they love life and they are extremely religious - their 
faith, whatever that is, is everything to them. They don’t bemoan their lot. 
They aren’t resentful, but instead they are grateful for what they DO have. It 
is the way things are out there.  

And so - sooner than really sounds sensible, I find myself preparing to return 
for another 7 weeks. And my intention is to go out twice a year - probably in 
February and September. And as is usually the case with such ventures, I 
feel that I learned more than I taught.  I will be in India again from February 
6 until March 27. 

If anyone is interested - either in more information or in helping, in however 
small a way - please contact me, Jane Richter on 754444 or 07932 157326. 
Or email me on: jane.richter@outlook.com I will be very happy to hear from 
you!   

Jane’s house and car 

Christ Church! 

mailto:jane.richter@outlook.com
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FEBRUARY DUTY ROTA. For a complete list of services, see page 8. 

 FEB 2018 Sun 4 Feb Sun 11 Feb Sun 18 Feb Sun 25 Feb 

Flowers Shirley Selina Lent Lent 

Locking +      
Unlocking 

5-11 Feb 
John 

12-18 Feb 
Peter B 

19-25 Feb 
Geoff 

26 Feb - 4 Mar 
Ros G 

11.00 AM WFA CWMP CWHC CWMP 

Sidesman 
Maureen E 
Ros G 

Tom 
Maureen E 

Maureen E 
Margaret 

Phyl 
Tom 

Bus Crew Tony Margaret Lesley Tony 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Tom Robin John Denis 

Children's  
Work 

WFA 
Suzanne 
Barry 

None 
Hazel 
Gina 

Lesson  
Readers 

WFA Team 
Ros G 
Denis 

Megan 
Tom 

Roz W 
Phyl 

Intercessions WFA Team Ros H Barry Jane 

HC Assistants     
Geoff 
John  

  

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Hazel 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Richard 
Tom E 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen W 
Michelle 

Refreshments 
Betty 
Anne H 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Martin 

Jane 
Lesley 

Services Key:  
CW – Common Worship; BCP – Book of Common Prayer;  

HC – Holy Communion; FC - Family Communion; MP – Morning Prayer.  
If by any chance you are unable to help on your Sunday rota please  

arrange a swap.   
In extremis, contact Peter Byatt (755533)  or Geoff Kirk (717347). 
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

(INTERNATIONAL AND INTERDENOMINATIONAL)  
  

All God’s Creation is Very Good!  

The interdenominational movement of the Women’s World Day of 

Prayer invites everyone to attend one of over 5,000 services being held 

on Friday 2nd March with the title ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’ 

We will join an estimated 3 million 

people around the world that day in 

a service which has been written this 

year by the women of Suriname in 

South America.   

Starting in Samoa as the sun rises, 

and ending as the sun sets off the 

coast of American Samoa, the service 

will have been translated into more 

than 95 languages and 1000 dialects 

as we are reminded that we have      

responsibilities in caring for this   

wonderful world we live in. With its 

vast rainforest and wealth of             

resources, Suriname asks us to pray 

for conservation and the protection of wildlife, through an awareness 

of pollution, misuse and abuse, as well as for the situation in Suriname 

and concerns for the  future.  
  

This is not simply a day of prayer for women, but for everyone who 

cares about our world and those who live in it. For further information 

and resources, please visit the WWDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk    

Churches Together in West Wight are organising this years’ local event 

FRIDAY 2nd MARCH, 2.30pm,  

ST SAVIOURS CHURCH TOTLAND 
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TABLE TOP SALE 
 

 

Saturday 24th February 
 

Totland Church Hall 
(next to the car park on the  

Broadway) 
 

9.00—11.30am 
 

Free entrance,  
Free tea/coffee 

 
 

Tables £3 (no charge for charities) 
contact Margaret on 755533  

or Lesley on 717347 


