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WHO’S WHO 

Minister 
Revd. James Cook 

The Vicarage,  
Alum Bay New Road 

Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  
 

Jamesrobertcook@aol.com 
Tel: 01983 759091 

Church  
Administrator 

 

Denis Gosden 
Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 

 

christchtotland@aol.com 
Tel: 07582 861966 

 

Church Wardens  
 

Peter Byatt 
 

petmar61@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01983 755533 

 

Geoff Kirk 
 

geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel. 01983 717347 

Weekly Prayer Group - Thursdays at 

10.30 am following the mid-week 

service.  All welcome. N.B. not the 

4th Thursday of the month. 

Prayers for the Parish - 4th Thursday 

at 7.30pm in the church. 

Missionary Prayer - 10.30 am on the 

1st Monday of the month. Contact 

Paul and Lucie. 

Women’s Fellowship - 1st and 3rd 

Friday mornings 10.15—12.00. 

Light and Life Homegroup -  Tuesday 

afternoons . 

Retreat Homegroup - 7.30 pm on 

Monday evenings.  

For further details on any of the 

above, contact the church                

administrator or a church warden 

who will put you in touch with the        

appropriate person. 
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Taking taxis is not a habit which I have ever cultivated but the need to travel 

daily to Southampton General Hospital during the past three weeks brought 

about a temporary change of practice.  Two journeys remain in my mind. The 

driver of the first, following an exchange with a colleague, was incensed by 

people’s ingratitude when a kindness had been shown to them.  By contrast, 

the driver on the second journey spent much time extolling (rightly) the 

selfless and kind service rendered by many working in the hospital, where he 

had been a patient himself.  These two views set me thinking. How should be 

as people of faith, and not just of good intentions, respond to these              

comments?  What would Jesus say? 

Rather, what did Jesus say?  His teaching is not hard to find since we rehearse 

it every Sunday.  He directs us to love God as our first duty and our neighbour 

as the second.  These directions are what are required if we want to try living 

as did Jesus himself.  The comments of my taxi drivers illustrate the nature 

and challenges of love.  The first man, who felt unappreciated, reminds us 

that loving others can be a thankless, even painful, task if we are expecting  

to be applauded for our actions. Jesus taught us not to seek personal       

gratification but to remember that our acts of goodness to the hungry, the 

sick, the homeless and the prisoner (and everybody else) were not intended 

to bolster our own satisfaction.  They should be given out of love for Christ 

himself (Matthew 25.40) and honour him. 

Loving our neighbour is easy to repeat as one of our Lord’s commandments. 

But we have also to recognise that saying it is one thing.  Doing it may be  

another. Jesus sets the bar high. We may have sympathy with the first  driver 

and even regard the second with caution.  Perhaps he would have been less 

fulsome if circumstances were different. 

So love goes beyond having warm feelings. If we want to show our love for 

Christ in our daily lives, we have to remember there can be disappointments, 

Grenda’s Greetings 
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misunderstandings or misdirected actions.  Active love requires us to under-

stand the mind set and outlook of our neighbour.  Jesus demonstrated this 

constantly, sometimes even telling somebody what were their inner-most 

thoughts – he understood the real person.  So above all we have to listen 

carefully if we are to fully understand our neighbours. 

Loving service may also be particularly difficult if the neighbour is somebody 

we don’t actually like. Loving and liking are not the same.  Our Lord made 

no difference between those with whom he felt a human affinity and others 

where this may have been absent.  He simply gave love to us all. 

We are not far off Advent and the Christmas season when once again we 

will remember that ‘love came down at Christmas’.  Jesus’ sacrificial love is 

available for everybody in our fractured world where individuals and         

nations seek to be dominant and forces to be reckoned with.  As the second 

driver also commented, if love is really freely shown then the brokenness of 

the world would begin to heal. 

My love for each one,       Grenda 
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CORRECTIO FILIALIS DE HAERESIBUS 

PROPAGATIS  

Here we go again! All this Latin stuff –and two months running! 

Well, it was the language of the Roman Church in the 14th century and it is 

the language of the Roman Church in the 21st century. 

In 1333 Pope John XXII was admonished for promoting heresy. He was one 

of the very, very wealthy French popes and is buried in Avignon cathedral. 

He recanted on his deathbed. Such action has never been taken against a 

pope from then until today, not in five hundred years. But now, in 2016 and 

again in 2017, Pope Francis has been similarly admonished (for different 

reasons) and requested to correct some of his recent teaching.  

The Correctio Filialis is a protest. It arrived on the Pontiff’s desk on August 

11th 2017. Surely read, it has remained on his desk, unacknowledged (which 

is why the protestors have now gone public with its content). Granted, the 

group of scholars and clerics, the sixty two signatories who have taken this 

action, might be described as extreme right-wing conservatives, and some 

are already breakaways from main-stream Roman Catholicism and might be 

described as more Catholic than the Pope himself. For that reason the       

protest may not go far and Pope Francis may not respond.   

Francis has a generosity of spirit and a warmth of heart that has been      

conspicuously absent from many of those in the history of papal leadership. 

Perhaps he sits a little looser to the doctrinal rigidity of his forebears.         

Perhaps in his time, our time, we may see more movement in the kind of 

ecumenical progress that needs to happen if Christians are to be         

acknowledged by a broken divided world “as of one heart and mind”, like 

Jesus prayed. 

Of the recent popes, I have to declare that John XXIII (Vatican II, remember) 

and Francis touch me as others haven’t. I think, it has to be the compassion 
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of Jesus Christ and the pastoral heart of these two men in particular. Pope 

Benedict XVI set the stage with German Lutherans a year or so ago and 

Pope Francis is walking the walk.  

I have reasons for raising this obscurity. 

The “admonishers”, claiming to speak for “a large number of clergy and lay 

faithful who lack freedom of speech”, list seven heresies that Pope Francis is 

culpable of. The Correctio, some 4500 words of it in Latin of course (I did a 

rough count), is in two parts. I will skip the first. The second is described as 

“The Influence of Martin Luther”.  

The signatories are strongly critical of Pope Francis for “Your Holiness’s                 

unprecedented sympathy for Martin Luther” and “the affinity between       

Luther’s ideas on law, justification, marriage and those thought or favoured 

by Your Holiness”,  and they criticise him on his pilgrimage to Fatima this 

year for “alluding to the Lutheran view about faith and justification”. They 

express “wonderment and sorrow” for him permitting a group of Finnish 

Lutherans to be granted Holy Communion in the course of a celebration of 

Holy Mass in St. Peter’s basilica, Rome. And also that he “presided over a 

meeting of Catholics and Lutherans in the Vatican, addressing them from a 

stage on which a statue of Martin Luther was erected”. 

Martin Luther! That man will not go away, will he? 

He was the big-time cause of dispute in the 16th century and he still is.  

Pope Francis in a press conference on June 26th 2016 said, “I think that 

Martin Luther’s intentions were not mistaken. He was a reformer. Perhaps 

some of his methods were not right, although at that time, we see that the 

Church was not exactly a model to emulate. There was corruption and 

worldliness in the Church; there was attachment to money and power. That 

was the basis of his protest. He was also intelligent and he went ahead,       

justifying his reasons for it. Nowadays, Lutherans and Catholics and all 

Protestants are in agreement on the doctrine of justification: on this very 
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important point he was not mistaken.” 

Isn’t that affirming? 

Luther was branded a heretic in his time mainly for defying the pope and for 

promoting the doctrine which defined Protestants at that time and still     

defines us today. Some of Luther’s accusers then are getting close to     

branding their own pope a heretic today. 

“God does not need your good works but your neighbour does.” 

“Every week I preach justification by 

faith to my people because every 

week they forget it.” (M. Luther)  

One more (closing) sermon on the 

subject on 19th November. 

Peter Vessey   
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 Services and Lectionary Readings -  NOVEMBER 2017  

Thurs 2 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   
Romans 8:31-39; Luke 13.31-35 

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 5 

11 am Worship for All 
1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12 

6 pm All Souls Service at St Agnes, Freshwater Bay 
Isaiah 5.1-7; Matthew 21.33-46 

Thurs 9 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
Romans 14.7-12; Luke 15.1-10 

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 12 
Remembrance 
Sunday 

10.45 War Memorial; 11.20 Christ Church. See facing page. 
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18; Matthew 25.1-13 

6 pm BCP Evensong at St Agnes 
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18; Matthew 25.1-13 

Thurs 16 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)  
Psalm 119.89-96; Luke 17.20-25 

10.30am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 19 

11am Holy Communion (CW) 
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; Matthew 25.14-30 

5pm CTWW United Service (Youth led) at Freshwater  
Methodist Church. 

Thurs 23 

9.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
Revelation 5.1-10; Luke 19.41-44 

7.30pm Prayers for The Parish 

Sunday 26 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46 

6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes 
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46 

Thurs 30 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)  
Isaiah 52. 7-10; Matthew 4.18-22 

10.30am Prayer meeting 

• * with additional verses not in lectionary 

• Please note that individual preachers may choose to use other readings on occasion 



9 

8am Service of Holy Communion:  

Holy Communion (BCP) is celebrated at 8.00 am at St James’ Church 
Yarmouth on all Sundays of the month.  

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, it is also celebrated at St Agnes’ 
Church, Freshwater Bay. (James will celebrate at Yarmouth on 12th 
November and Freshwater Bay on 19th November.) 

The Royal British Legion West Wight Branch Annual     

Service of Remembrance. 

ARRANGEMENTS: The service will be 

held in Totland this year. The parade 

will muster on the Broadway by the 

War Memorial  at 10.45 in readiness 

for the Last Post which will sound at 

11.00. This will be followed by two 

minutes silence and Reveille. The 

wreath laying ceremony will then 

take place after which there will be a 

service at Christ Church Totland Bay commencing at approx.11.20. 

N.B.  Parking will be available in the car park of the former Weston School, 

situated on the left hand side of Church Hill as you approach the church. 

CTWW Reflections 

a reflective time of contemporary 
praise and worship 

Sunday 12th November, 8—9pm  
(refreshments from 7.30pm) 
at Freshwater Methodist Church 

All Welcome!  
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Huge thanks to all Catch-Up coffee drinkers for your kind donations over 

the past few months.  You will be very pleased to know that the sum raised 

was £120 and this has been passed on to Lois Cooper for the charity            

Mission Direct.  Lois will be travelling to Cambodia in February to help build 

homes for destitute people and to form part of a mission team to help 

spread God’s word.  A tough assignment!                     

Suzanne Cook  

  
Mission Direct enables everyday      
people to make a practical and lasting 

difference to some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  We do this by 
making long-term commitments to our carefully chosen partners in-country 
and equipping volunteers to join us for a two-week overseas mission trip to 
build homes, schools/classrooms, hospitals and rescue centres etc.   
 

For more information: https://missiondirect.org  and https://missiondirect.org/
country/cambodia/ 

Coffee, Catch-Up and Cake – August & October 2017 

https://missiondirect.org
https://missiondirect.org/country/cambodia/
https://missiondirect.org/country/cambodia/
https://missiondirect.org/
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We need comfort when we are bereaved, not only immediately following the death 

of a loved one but sometimes also for a very long time afterwards. Each year, in late 

October or early November, many churches offer a special service of comfort for 

the bereaved, which is known traditionally as the service for ‘All Souls’ Day’ or more 

recently as ‘Commemoration of the Faithful Departed’. During these services, the 

names of those in the parish or benefice who have died in the preceding twelve 

months are read aloud. This year, these services will be at the following dates and 

times: 

29th October at 11.00 am at the Church of St Michael the Archangel, 

Shalfleet, and at 6.00 pm at Church of All Saints, Calbourne 

2nd November at 9.30 am at Christ Church, Totland Bay (within the setting 

of the usual mid-week Holy Communion) 

5th November at 6.00 pm at the Church of St Agnes, Freshwater Bay  

During early December, the Earl Mountbatten Hospice sponsors services for the 

bereaved, called ‘Lights of Love’, in several churches and other public places on the 

Island. The dates and times for these services this year in West Wight are: 

3rd December at 4.00 pm at the Hospice 

6th December at 7.00 pm at the Church of St Mary, Brighstone 

8th December at 7.00 pm at Newport Minster 

9th December at 6.00 pm in The Square, Yarmouth 

10th December at 6.00 pm at the Church of St Agnes, Freshwater Bay 
 

Further details of the ‘Lights of Love’ can be seen on the Hospice website at http://
www.iwhospice.org/events/hospice-events/lights-of-love-2017.html 
In addition to special annual services, our churches offer support for the bereaved 

through their Ministers and through various regular or occasional groups. A new 

bereavement group for members of Christ Church, Totland Bay is being formed at 

present. The group, which offers friendship not counselling, will gather informally 

and occasionally in the home of Eric Barber, from whom further information is 

available (telephone 756549). Usually, there will be a church Minister at the 

meeting. 

Comfort for the Bereaved 

http://www.iwhospice.org/events/hospice-events/lights-of-love-2017.html
http://www.iwhospice.org/events/hospice-events/lights-of-love-2017.html
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MARTIN AND MARY BARBER—MADAGASCAR 
 

Martin says: Mamy, our director, is doing really 

well at his new post and the teaching team 

respond well to his leadership. Ando, his wife, 

has joined the teaching team, which is a big 

change for her having taught  secondary be-

fore. But she is fitting well and enjoying the change.  

The 6th and final classroom was finished with hours to spare before the start of 

term and went straight into use. This has triggered the first payment of the 

Polish grant money which is such a help in funding the rest of the school infra-

structure. Martin's building team moved straight on to the meeting /dining hall. 

The skeleton, with arches, is already complete and it should be ready for use by 

the end of October. Next comes the teacher resource centre which will house 

the school offices, and a resource area for supporting our staff and training   

others from outside. That is already underway. 

We are so thankful that Mary is in good health again 

now having battled with her latest infection 2 months 

ago. It left her with a long period of convalescence 

when she had very little energy. But just about the 

time school started her energy levels were much 

better which means that, along with sharing the     

admin load with Mamy, she has been able to get 

back in the classrooms and really enjoy doing some teaching.  

Current news is dominated in Madagascar by several outbreaks of pneumonic 

plague. Yes that's the same as the black death in England that wiped out so 

much of the population. There are regular outbreaks of plague, usually localised 

and not making news. However the current outbreaks are in the cities of Tana 

and Toamasina and are causing some real concern.  

ALISON, PAUL & JEREMY GUINNESS IN BURUNDI 

Paul and Alison attended a mission congress in October. Paul writes: The      

Mission Congress was packed. People had been praying and God was moving. It 

was not just numbers – there was young and old, traditional and newer     

The World is our Parish 
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churches. There were also many significant leaders. 

Perhaps for us the most obvious were the 7 out of 

the 9 Anglican bishops. Once again, I was amazed 

by Alison’s network. So many, including the bishops, 

seemed to know Alison from her previous trainings 

doing trauma healing work. Our congratulations to 

many of the new bishops were brushed aside with 

congratulations to Alison that she was now married 

and had a son! 

Prayer points:  

- Praise for well over 300 leaders at the Mission Congress and how they were 

inspired to lead Antioch churches.  

- Pray that God will guide the Burundian church in how to become more          

missional 

- That we’ll have wisdom in the follow-up we’re asked to be responsible for. 

ADONAI UK SUPPORTING ADONAI FAMILY UGANDA 

Life at Adonai continues to be full of highs and lows. We 

are sad to say that there is still no news of Lilian and as 

time goes on it seems less and less likely that we will see 

her again. Please continue to hold her in your  prayers. 

The photo was taken a matter of weeks before she      

disappeared. On a positive note, her abduction has     

precipitated much discussion on where and how to house 

the teenage girls in the future. We are also funding a  

security fence around the whole Adonai site – it would 

not have helped Lillian but will guard against other 

‘dangers’. Incredibly, our latest Gift Aid claim  coupled 

with the funds from Rotations charity shop this August 

come to the amount that we need. This has happened so 

often – God is very good! 

We are delighted to report that a safe water system is 

currently being installed on site. Providing clean water for 

all the children has been a huge problem for the last two years since the bore-

hole became contaminated. The end is in sight!       Richard and Hazel Britton. 
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What’s On 
WED 1 10.00 for 10.30 WW Christmas Choir rehearsals - weekly 

WED 1 2—4pm 
Memory Lane—Reminiscence group in the     
annex. (CTWW) Page 16. 

WED 1 7.30pm Healing Prayer at St Saviour. All welcome. 

SAT 4 10 - 4 Praying in Public—a training course. Page 7. 

SAT 4 10 - 11.30am 
‘Who let the Dads Out?’ A time of fun, food and 
play for Dads and their pre-school children at 
Freshwater Methodist Church. 

SAT 11 7.30pm A concert for Armistice Day - page 16 

SUN 12 10.45 WW Remembrance Service—page 9 

SUN 12 7.30 for 8.00 CTWW Reflections—page 9 

WED 15 2—4.30 Totland Alzheimer Café—page 16 

SAT 18 10.00—12.00 
Coffee morning at Freshwater Methodist Church 
and last date for collection of operation Christ-
mas Child Shoe boxes. 

SAT 18 9.30 - 3pm 

Diocesan Healing Day at Portsmouth Cathedral. 
Details in the October magazine and on the Di-
ocesan website: https://
www.portsmouth.anglican.org/events/ 

SAT 25 Time tbc 
John Holdoway to be baptised at Portsmouth 
Cathedral. 

SAT 25 9—12 noon Table Top Sale in the church hall. 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 1ST : A new initiative from Totland Parish Council -     
Christmas Market and Lantern Parade. Page 16. 
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November  Sun 5 Nov 
Remembrance  
Sun 12 Nov 

Sun 19 Nov Sun 26 Nov 

Flowers Phyl Ann C Gina Gina 

Unlocking 
Locking 

6-12 Nov 
Beryl 

13-19 Nov 
Lorraine 

20-26 Nov 
Peter 

27 Nov - 3 Dec 
Ros G 

11.00 AM 
WFA 

10.45 War 
Memorial 

11.20 Church CWHC CWMP 

Sidesman 
Phyl L 
Ros G 

Ros G 
Phyl L 

Tom E 
Margaret 

Maureen E 
Tom E 

Bus Crew 
Geoff 
Megan 

Peter 
Margaret 

Tony 
Lesley 

Geoff 
Phyl 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Geoff tbc Robin John Denis 

Junior Church WFA 
Suzanne 
Gina 

No Junior 
Church 

Hazel 
Barry 

Lesson  
Readers 

WFA Team 
Tony 
Geoff 

Tonie 
Lizzie 

Dorinda 
Robin 

Intercessions WFA Team Peter Geoff John B  

HC  
Assistants 

    
Denis 
Peter 

  

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Hazel 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Richard 
Tom E 

Maureen 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen 
Michelle 

Refreshments 
Betty 
Martyn 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Margaret 

Jane 
Lesley 

Evening 
6pm All Souls 
Service at St 
Agnes 

6pm BCP 
Evensong at 
St Agnes 

5pm CTWW 
Youth Service 
at FMC 

6pm CWHC at 
St Agnes 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY  
CONCERT 

 
 

By the  
 

SLIPSHOD SINGERS 
 

At 
 

CHRIST CHURCH,  
TOTLAND BAY 

 

On 
 

Saturday 11th November  
 

at 7.30pm 
 
 

To include some war time songs 

and an Act of Remembrance. 


