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Revd. James Cook 

The Vicarage,  

Alum Bay New Road 
Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  

 

Jamesrobertcook@aol.com 

Tel: 01983 759091 
 

 

Denis Gosden 

Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 

Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 
 

christchtotland@aol.com 

Tel: 07582 861966 
 

 

Peter Byatt 

Westering, Summers Lane,  

Totland Bay  PO39 0HL 
 

petmar61@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01983 755533 

 

Geoff Kirk 

Tamarisk, Weston Road, 

Totland Bay PO39 0BN 
 

geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel. 01983 717347 

WHO’S WHO 

SMALL GROUPS at 
CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Weekly Prayer Group - Thursdays at 

10.30 am following the mid-week 

service.  All welcome. N.B. not the 

4th Thursday of the month. 

Prayers for the Parish - 4th Thursday 

of the month alternating between 

2.30 pm and 7.30pm.   

Missionary Prayer - 10.30 am on the 

1st Monday of the month at 21 Hurst 

Point View. Contact Paul and Lucie 

on 756180. 

Women’s Fellowship - 1st and 3rd 

Fridays at 43 Golden Ridge,   Fresh-

water. Contact Suzanne Cook on 

759091. 

Light and Life Homegroup -  Tuesday 

afternoons in Freshwater. Contact 

Elisabeth Heeley on 0774 806 2367. 

Retreat Homegroup - 7.30 pm on 

Monday evenings. Tel Peter Byatt on 

755533.  
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We are, I am sure, glad that Mark Whatson received such a warm and generous 

send-off at his retirement lunch in July. The many gaps that Mark leaves in the 

mission and ministry of the churches in West Wight, especially in Freshwater 

and Yarmouth, will be felt for a long time to come. There are now two full-time 

Anglican clergy posts to be filled in West Wight, and these vacancies place      

considerable extra responsibilities upon the churchwardens concerned.             

Arrangements are in place for licensed clergy and readers and retired clergy 

with Bishop’s ‘Permission to Officiate’ to cover, as best we are able, Sunday  

services and the occasional services of baptisms, weddings and funerals. Those 

recently trained by the Isle of Wight Deanery as lay worship leaders and lay    

pastoral assistants also have a vital role in maintaining and growing the mission 

and ministry of the churches in West Wight.  

We are grateful to Peter Sutton our Archdeacon and Allie Kerr our Area Dean 

for the considerable support they are providing to our PCCs and churchwardens 

in recruiting clergy to fill the vacancies. The particular challenge inherent in this 

process is to find the best way of linking eleven parishes with just three clergy 

posts – the two vacant posts and the present post of a house-for-duty priest. 

The eleven parishes in the West Wight Cluster are, as most of us know: 

Brighstone, Brook, Calbourne, Freshwater, Mottistone, Newtown, Shalfleet, 

Shorwell, Thorley, Totland Bay and  Yarmouth. There are significant disparities 

in the sizes of these parishes in terms of population and church attendance, 

which together with travelling times between parishes make it very difficult to 

produce an acceptable scheme. Our Lord’s command to love our neighbours as 

ourselves seems to be particularly relevant to these deliberations! 

The latest recommendation from our Archdeacon is that the parishes of the 

West Wight Cluster form themselves into a ‘Mission Community’. This would  

allow any combination of parishes to work together informally,   depending     

The Jottings of James, September 2017:  

Mission and Ministry in West Wight 
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upon the circumstances. (Thus, for example, Brighstone and   Totland Bay might 

continue to co-operate on large musical events.) This model of mission and 

ministry was developed in the Diocese of Exeter and, incidentally, it was being 

introduced in The Diocese of Oxford during my time there.  

Mission Communities enable churches to do things together that they cannot 

do on their own and they encourage lay ministry. In these communities, clergy 

exercise more of a ministry of oversight, rather than doing everything them-

selves. For legal and practical reasons (including clergy housing and travelling), 

it is likely that there would be two groups of churches in a West Wight Mission 

Community: ‘towns’ (probably Freshwater, Totland Bay and Yarmouth) and 

‘country’ (probably the eight rural villages), each group having a full-time priest

-in-charge. (Eventually, one of those two individuals would be appointed Rector 

of West Wight.) There would continue to be a house-for-duty (part-time, non 

stipendiary) priest; or instead there might be a full-time curate. Either way, that 

person would, in varying degrees, serve all the parishes in the Mission         

Community. All eleven parishes would be encouraged to work ecumenically 

through Churches Together in West Wight and other arrangements with non-

Anglican churches in the area. 

May we all, please, pray for those who have the responsibility in bringing about 

the appropriate organisation for mission and ministry in West Wight, especially 

our Archdeacon, our Area Dean, our churchwardens and our PCCs in all eleven 

parishes? Let us continue to share ideas with them and to support them in 

dealing with the challenges. Let us pray too for those who will fill the clergy   

vacancies – that they may have a sure sense of God’s calling to these posts and 

that they and their families will find fulfilment here. In our prayers, may we also 

remember the other churches with which we work and particularly at this time 

the Baptists, as Wellow Baptist Church closes and as Stephen Plummer,          

Minister of Colwell Baptist Church returns to the mainland in October. We 

thank Stephen for his ministry here and we ask God’s future blessing on him 

and Carol.                            Yours in the shared ministry of West Wight, James 
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Gifts of the Spirit – A Training Course 

The Apostle Paul opens 1 Corinthians 12 with these words: 

“Now about  spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 

ignorant.” Yet sadly, because spiritual gifts (or ‘Gifts of the 

Spirit’, as they are also called) have proved so contentious 

down the ages, many of us have avoided the topic and remain 

somewhat ignorant. Reading the whole of that Chapter from 

Paul’s Epistle, we see many  spiritual gifts listed, and elsewhere 

in the New   Testament we come across more.  

I congratulate the Women’s Fellowship for recently making a 

study of Biblical material on spiritual gifts. One of the gifts 

named in 1 Corinthians 12 is ‘prophecy’, but Paul does not      

expand there upon the term. An opportunity is being provided 

on the Island through the True Vine Church in Newport to explore prophetic ministry on a 

fortnightly evening training course. Two members of our Women’s  Fellowship plan to 

attend; and other  members of Christ Church are invited to join them. For further details, 

please contact  Suzanne on 759091.    James 

THE SALVATION ARMY  

 

Coffee, Catch-Up & Cakes - May and June  

 

I am very pleased to report that the sum of £100 (kindly given during May & 

June) has been sent to The Salvation Army to help towards running Summer 

camps, day trips and school holiday clubs for needy and vulnerable children.  A 

big thank you to all who came during those months and kindly made              

donations.  Huge thanks too to everyone who kindly baked cakes, helped serve 

coffee and, oh so important, washed up all the crockery!   If I recall, we were 

able to enjoy our coffee sitting in the garden in the beautiful Summer sunshine.   

Suzanne Cook 
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Have you ever wondered just what goes at the Memory Lane reminiscence 

group? The following excerpt from a report written by Anne Linington after the 

July meeting should give you a better idea 

This was our fifth monthly group since we began meeting on the first Wednes-

day of the month from 2-4pm in Christ Church Annex. I am grateful to Christ 

Church for making the room available. We meet for two hours with tea and 

cake half-way through and have a good team of volunteers who work well to-

gether using their different gifts. The theme today was “Holidays”, with music 

from America as Independence Day was yesterday. 

The programme included: 

• Postcards from the Isle of Wight and around the world;  

• Quizzes on American States and famous Americans, US States, and horses  

• Holiday memorabilia from  

Austria & Israel. 

People shared various holiday 

memories of sailing, and places vis-

ited such as France and Germany. 

Leaflets and Literature were availa-

ble on community groups and 

sources of support, and the CTWW 

“Holiday at home” was advertised.  

Eighteen people came along, in ad-

dition to the volunteers. They come 

from across the West Wight and as 

far as Calbourne.  

We next meet on  Wednesday 6th  

September. 

Memory Lane 
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It’s September already! ……… ‘a season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’          

as John Keats reflected upon, in the last of his Odes. 

Springtime in our churchyard glimpses God’s beauty, but Autumn in our  

churchyard displays God’s bounty! 

’To bend with apples the moss’d cottage trees, 

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 

And still more, later flowers for the bees, 

Until they think warm days will never cease, 

For the summer has o’er brimm’d their clammy cells.’ 

As in the poem, Christ Church churchyard has progressed through the seasons 

to maturity, a harvest is there for all the birds, bees, butterflies, moths and      

other creatures who have made Christ Church churchyard their home.  Are our 

lives reaping the bounty of God’s love and tender care? 

The Churchyards On-Going Maintenance. 

As the end of the year does draws closer, it’s time to reflect on what has been 

achieved over the year and give thanks to all the volunteers and     supporters 

who have tackled the unrelenting tasks of tidying overgrown borders, pulling 

weeds, cutting grass, maintaining boundaries, attending to fallen branches and 

maintaining the trees. Not just our loyal band of church volunteers, who tackle 

each task with good humour, enthusiasm and  dogged determination, but      

people from the local community. Thank-you Alan, for your strimming through-

out the year, the local archive group who help with churchyard mapping and 

transcriptions, our friends from the Co-op who also help with transcriptions 

and other churchyard tasks as part of their community support. 

In Your Churchyard….   God’s Acre at Christ Church. 
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Do we thank God enough for what He has done for us? 

Some may see Autumn as the herald of winter nearing, a parallel perhaps of 

thinking whether in our lives we have done all that needs to be done before 

‘the end of the season’. The sights and sounds for ‘the end of the season’ are all 

there………. if we just look and listen! 

As the poem reminds us…. 

‘Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? 

Think not of them, thou hast thy music too’……..  

’Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 

Among the river sallows, bourne aloft 

Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 

And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 

Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 

The red breast whistles from a garden croft; 

And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.’ 

 

Our year in the churchyard has seen Spring, Summer and now coming up our 

Autumn Clear-Up Weekends that herald the approach of winter. The poem     

reminds the reader that like the seasons of Spring, Summer, Autumn and       

Winter, life is a cycle of growth, maturing, harvesting and eventually death. 

There is much more work that has to be done in the Christ Church Churchyard 

before winter but what about our own ‘churchyards’ is everything about yours 

neat and tidy? Are you ready for the promise and excitement of ‘Spring’? 

Please feel free to join our group, we all need fellowship and encouragement as 

we clean up ‘our churchyard’. 

Our Autumn Clear-Up Days are scheduled for Saturdays, the 23rd and 30th of 

September, commencing at 9 and finishing at 12.00. Hope to see you there! 

Robin Gosden 
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 Services and Bible Readings -  SEPTEMBER 2017  

Sunday 3 
11am Worship for All 
 

6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes Church 
Romans 12.9-21; Matt hew 16.21-28 

Thurs 7 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   
Colossians 1.9-14; Luke 5.1-11 

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 10 

11 am Holy Communion (CW)  
Romans 13.8-14; Matthew 18.15-20 

6 pm Evensong (BCP) at St Agnes 
Romans 13.8-14; Matthew 18.15-20 

Thurs 14 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
Philippians 2.6-11; John 3.13-17 

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 17 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  
Romans 14.1-12;  Matthew 18.21-35 

5pm CTWW Mission Service at Colwell Baptist 

Thurs 21 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)  
2 Corinthians 4.1-6; Matthew 9.9-13 

10.30am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 24 

11am Morning Prayer  (CW) 
Philippians 1.21-30; Matthew 20.1-16 

6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes 

Philippians 1.21-30; Matthew 20.1-16 

Thurs 28 

9.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
Haggai 1.1-8; Luke 9.7-9 

Prayers for The Parish tbc 

* = with additional verses not in lectionary 
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Please note that for this month only our service of Holy Communion will be on 

the second Sunday of the month rather than the third. 

8am Service of Holy Communion: Holy Communion (BCP) is celebrated at 

8.00 am at St James’ Church, Yarmouth on all Sundays of the month except on 

the 3rd Sunday, when it is celebrated at St Agnes’ Church, Freshwater Bay. 

(James on September 10th.) 

CTWW Reflections: 

a time of contemporary praise and worship 

Sunday 10th September, 8—9pm 

at Freshwater Methodist Church 

All Welcome!  
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CTWW Residential Homes Harvest Services 

Please pray for the services in our homes.   

If you would like to come along to join in the singing, please contact the        

appropriate rep first, as space may be limited.  

Inglefield Sept  13th  11am Lucie/Paul 756180 

Whitmore Court   Sept 14th  11am Lucie/Paul 756180 

Kinloch Tay  Sept 21st  3.30pm              Barry  755538 

The Gouldings            Sept 27th   2pm                   Stephen 755194 

Eden House  Oct  5th   2.30pm       James  759091 

Little Hayes   Oct 6th 2.30pm James  759091 

The Croft Oct 9th 2.30pm Rod 638131 

Churches Together in West Wight invites you 

to a Mission Service at Colwell Baptist Church 

on Sunday September 17th at 5pm.  

This year our speaker is Stuart Plowman, a 

member of Colwell Baptist Church who has 

spent several years living and ministering in 

the Middle East.  

Do join us for what promises to be an interesting and informative occasion. 

Dementia-Friendly Harvest Service  

Friday 15th September, 2.30pm 

at Freshwater Methodist Church 

See page 19. 
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Items can be left at the rear of the church in a labelled bag or taken 

to the Afton Road Co-op or West Wight Sports Centre. Thank you. 

WE NEED: 

• RICE 

• TINNED VEGETABLES 

• TINNED POTATOES 

• TINNED TOMATOES 

• FRUIT JUICE 

• TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS 

WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF 

• PASTA 

• TEA BAGS 

• CEREALS 

• TINNED SPAGHETTI 

https://

isleofwight.foodbank.org.uk 
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Martin Barber writes: 

Life in the UK seems to be developing ever faster and for those of us who have 

a foot in 2 very different worlds, it takes some adjusting to. The pace of life in 

Madagascar is so much slower. People don't understand deadlines or the need 

to reply urgently to a message. Indeed in the countryside little has changed 

over the last couple of centuries with life being dictated by the weather and the 

seasons. Most people walk everywhere and most deliveries come by serety (ox 

cart) and cannot be hurried. Sick people coming to our monthly clinic get an  

appointment on arrival and then may have to wait all day to be seen when it is 

really busy. I have ordered new bricks for our school building project but as 

there is no builders merchant it will take a couple of months for the men to dig 

the clay (only possible in the dry season), mould and dry the bricks (weather 

permitting),  fire the kiln and then wait for some free seretys to make the        

delivery to us. They will be with us very soon but I had to order them in May! 

Even when work is planned for a certain week many things can intervene taking 

priority. For example when there is a death in the local village all family         

members will be gone for several days and all work colleagues (which is just 

about everyone as people marry usually in their local community so everyone is 

related to everyone else) take the day off to attend the funeral. All little           

Malagasy boys are circumcised (nobody can remember how the tradition began 

in Madagascar) and July seems to be circumcision season. Each event involves 

all the extended family getting together for an all day party which is enjoyed by 

all (except the little boy!) but means everything else is put on hold for 24 hrs.  

It was once explained to us that the Malagasy have a very different concept of 

time to us westerners: We see time as a straight line down which we are       

travelling and so what comes next is more important than anything else. The 

Malagasy see time as circular with them in the centre. So they are surrounded 

by time and there is no hurry......... 

The World is our Parish 
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Updates on the Work 

July has seen the start of our intensive building   

programme thanks to sponsorship by the Polish  

embassy in Nairobi (God provides in unexpected 

ways) who are  helping with major funding for the 4 

remaining buildings needed to complete our primary school. These are        

classroom no. 6, a Dining /meeting hall, a teachers resource and admin block 

and a house for our newly arrived school director and his family. The embassy 

give us 6 months to do this which is a tall order but to try and speed things up 

we have done lots of preparations in advance, like gathering building materials 

and doing ground work. The classroom comes first and needs to be ready for 

the start of school in September when another class will be added. So here we 

have once again an example of the different attitudes to time: An outside      

agency setting strict deadlines for the project and 

a work force who think no further than the next 

day's wages. We have agreed an overtime plan 

which should  speed things up but there remain 

lots of unknowns........  

July also saw the start of another Nehemia course. This is something that Mary 

runs each year for youth who have left school but have not found any work 

(which is the majority). There were a dozen girls and 2 boys who were busy 

each day learning a variety of skills from different members of our 

staff: cooking, carpentry, sewing, cleaning, computing, decorating, gardening, 

as well as lessons in Bible study, communication, life planning and writing CVs. 

The two babies on site often come to our house for warm baths, so they were 

included as visual aids. We are delighted to have two new sponsors for teachers 

for the coming year, as well as being very grateful for those who have continued 

or sponsored in the past. The continuing supply of 

woolly hats and jumpers from the Isle of Wight have 

been given out and we spot them all over the place 

as we drive around! 

Until next month....  

With our love and grateful thanks, Martin and Mary.  



16 



17 

What’s On 

SAT 2  1– 5pm Family Fun Day - page 20 

MON 4 10.30am Missionary Prayer Group 

WED 6 2-4pm Memory Lane - page 7 

FRI 8 7.15pm Quiz night  (general knowledge) - page 20 

SUN 10 8—9pm CTWW Reflections—page 11 

MON 10 7.30pm Retreat Housegroup restarts 

FRI 15 2.30pm Dementia Friendly Harvest Service - page 19 

SUN 17 5pm CTWW mission Service - page 12. 

WED 20 2—4.30pm Alzheimer Café - page 19 

SAT 23 Isle of Wight Day 2017 

SAT 23 9am—12 noon Churchyard Clear-Up - page 9 

SAT 23 10am - 3pm Training for Lay Worship Ministry. TBC 

SUN 24 4pm Songs of Praise for IW Day - page 16 

FRI 29 10.30am Coffee and Catch Up. Pages 19. 

SAT 30 9-12 noon Table Top Sale. Page 16. 

SAT 30 9am—12 noon Churchyard Clear-Up - page 9 

SAT 30 10am - 3pm Training for Lay Worship Ministry. TBC 

SAT 30 7.30pm Concert at Christ Church - page 20  
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September Sun 3  Sun 10  Sun 17  Sun 24  

Flowers Beryl Betty Ann C Phyl 

Unlocking/ 
Locking 

4-10 Sep 
Ros G 

11-17 Sep 
Geoff 

18-24 Sep 
John 

25 Sep - 1 Oct 
Ann/Richard  

11 AM WFA CWHC CWMP CWMP 

Sidesman 
Phyl L 
Martyn 

Ros G 
Phyl L 

Tom E 
Ann H 

Ann H 
Tom E 

Bus Crew 
Tom 
Megan 

Peter 
Margaret 

Tony 
Lesley 

Geoff 
Phyl 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Geoff Robin John Denis 

Children's 
Work 

WFA TBC None TBC 

Lesson Read-
ers 

WFA Team 
Beryl 
Geoff 

Tonie 
Lizzie 

Dorinda 
Robin 

Inter- 
cessions 

WFA Team Peter Geoff John B 

HC  
Assistants 

  
Jane 
Tony 

   

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Hazel 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Richard 
Tom E 

Maureen 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen 
Tony 

Refreshments 
Betty 
Martyn 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Margaret 

Jane 
Lesley 

Evening 
6pm CW Holy 
Communion 
at St Agnes 

6pm BCP 
Evensong at 
St Agnes 

5pm CTWW 
Mission       
Service at  

Colwell Baptist  

6pm CW Holy 
Communion 
at St Agnes 

Services Key: CW – Common Worship; BCP – Book of Common Prayer; HC – Holy Com-
munion; FC - Family Communion; MP – Morning Prayer; SoP - Songs of Praise.  If by any 
chance you are unable to help on your Sunday rota please arrange a swap.                            
In extremis, contact Geoff Kirk (717347)  or Peter Byatt (755533). 
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