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SERMON AT 6.00 PM HOLY COMMUNION (CW) 

AT ST AGNES’ CHURCH,  FRESHWATER BAY ON 

SUNDAY 3RD  SEPTEMBER 2017 (12TH SUNDAY 

AFTER TRINITY) BY JAMES COOK 

 

Readings:  Romans 12.9-21 and Matthew 16.21-28 

 

Title: ‘God’s Way’ 

 

Aim: To help us to do things God’s way. 

 

People choose music for the funeral of a loved one for a 

variety of reasons. When items are suggested to me, I try 

hard to accommodate the wishes of the family. If a 

recording of a popular song is to be played, I look for 

something in the words that gives a good message. 

 

Frank Sinatra’s ‘I Did it My Way’ is one of the most 

popular songs played at funerals in this country today. To 

the best of my recollection, it has not been played at a 

funeral where I have officiated, but no doubt the request 

might arise one day. 

 

I sense that the song is usually chosen for the funeral of 

someone whose personality was particularly assertive, and 

whose behaviour might well be represented by the words:  

 

“Yes, there were times, I'm sure you knew 

When I bit off more than I could chew 

But through it all, when there was doubt 
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I ate it up and spit it out 

I faced it all and I stood tall 

And did it my way.” 

 

The words might help us to remember a person’s 

admirable courage to see through a difficult task, and yet I 

ask myself: 

 

“Is ‘my way’ the best way, or should our aim be to 

say, with conviction, ‘I did it God’s way’?” 

 

In today’s Gospel account of a conversation, first between 

Jesus and Peter and then involving the wider group of 

disciples, we see the stark contrast between ‘my way’ and 

‘God’s way’. 

 

Since Old Testament times, the Jewish people had been 

looking forward to the coming of the ‘anointed one’, the 

Messiah.  The Jewish religious historian Louis Jacobs 

explains: 

 

“The anointed one’, [is] the person believed to be 

sent by God to usher in a new era in which all 

mankind will worship the true God, warfare will be 

banished from the earth, and peace will reign 

supreme.”1 

 

The need for such a Messiah remains real today. 

                                           
1 Jacobs, L, The Jewish Religion (OUP, 1995) 342. 
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The Old Testament prophets had alluded to the Messiah. 

Through Isaiah, God had spoken of  

 

‘…my servant whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom 

my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he 

will bring forth justice to the nations.2  

 

The Prophet Micah had declared: 

 

“And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 

strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 

the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for 

now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and 

he shall be the one of peace.”3 

 

Last week, in the preceding verses of Matthew 16, we 

heard Peter say to Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.”  

 

While Peter and his friends understood much already 

about the Messiah, they had nevertheless missed a vital 

point. Isaiah had foretold that God’s chosen servant would 

suffer in his ministry – he would suffer for our sins: 

 

“But he was wounded for our transgressions,” said 

Isaiah, “crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 

                                           
2 Isaiah 42.1. 
3 Micah 5.4-5a. 
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the punishment that made us whole, and by his 

bruises we are healed.”4 

 

Today, Matthew tells us that:  

 

‘Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes , 

and be killed, and on the third day be raised.’5 

 

Peter had missed the point made by Isaiah and now he 

misses it again. Do we sometimes also miss the point 

when God has something vital to teach us?  

 

Peter does not want Jesus to ‘do it’ – that is to be the 

Messiah – God’s way. He wants Jesus to do things his 

way – to be the champion. Peter takes Jesus aside and 

says, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 

you.” 

 

Have there been moments when someone, perhaps for the 

best of motives, has tried to dissuade you from what you 

know is the right way – God’s way? “Why put yourself 

through this?” they ask. “Why not take the easy way out?” 

 

                                           
4 Isaiah 53.5. 
5 Matthew 16.21. 
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Wisely, Jesus does not hesitate before rebutting Peter’s 

plea. The more we think about an easy option, the harder it 

becomes to reject it.  

 

“Get behind me, Satan!” says Jesus. “You are a 

stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things.”6 

 

Jesus does not leave it at that. He immediately tells his 

disciples – he tells each of us – that we must join him in 

doing things God’s way and not our own. “Those who lose 

their life for my sake will find it,” says Jesus. Those who 

want to be his true followers must, Jesus says, “…deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” 

 

Jesus makes it clear: we cannot be his disciple unless we 

take up our cross, because his chosen way – God’s way – 

is the way of the cross. 

 

The German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, whose stand 

against the evils of Nazism was to cost him his young life, 

wrote this to help us come to terms with this awful truth: 

 

“‘…and take up his cross.’ Jesus has graciously 

prepared the way for his word by speaking first of 

self-denial. Only when we have become completely 

oblivious of self are we ready to bear the cross for 

his sake. If in the end we know only him, if we have 

                                           
6 Matthew 16.23. 
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ceased to notice the pain of our own cross, we are 

indeed looking only unto him.”7 

 

In time, empowered by the Holy Spirit, Peter was to learn 

this lesson from Jesus: the way of Jesus is the way of the 

cross. This is not ‘doing it my way’, but doing things 

God’s way. Are we willing to join Peter in learning this 

lesson from today’s Gospel reading? I pray that we are. 

Amen. 

 

                                           
7 Bonhoeffer, D, The Cost of Discipleship (SCM Press 1959) 42. (Translation of 

Nachfolge (Chr. Kaiser Verlag München 1982) 63. 


