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 Paul and Lucie praise the Lord for all the love and kindness we 

received for the Golden Wedding celebration at Christ Church 

on July 9th. Thank you for all the cards, prayers, flowers and 

good wishes you poured on us. The super abundance of cards 

rivals those of Christmas in our living room! We are especially 

grateful to Lesley and Jane for their days of hard work, and for 

Jane's great work of art in the cake making. We also thank the 

many who helped set up, served, and washed up, and cleared - 

a great loving team. God bless you all. 
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WHO’S WHO 

Revd. James Cook 
The Vicarage,  

Alum Bay New Road 
Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  

 

Jamesrobertcook@aol.com 
Tel: 01983 759091 

 

 

Denis Gosden 
Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 

 

christchtotland@aol.com 
Tel: 07582 861966 

 

 

Peter Byatt 
Westering, Summers Lane,  

Totland Bay  PO39 0HL 
 

petmar61@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01983 755533 

 

Geoff Kirk 
Tamarisk, Weston Road, 
Totland Bay PO39 0BN 

 

geoffkirk1@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel. 01983 717347 

WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF 

• PASTA 
• TEA BAGS 

• CEREALS 
• TINNED SPAGHETTI 

Items can be left at the rear of the 

church in a labelled bag or taken to 

the Afton Road Co-op or West Wight 

Sports Centre. Thank you. 

URGENTLY  

NEEDED ITEMS 

• RICE 
• TINNED VEGETABLES 
• TINNED POTATOES 
• TINNED TOMATOES 
• FRUIT JUICE 
• TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS 
• SOUP 
• TOILET ROLLS 
• TOILETRIES 

 

STOCKS ARE VERY 
LOW 
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To the parishioners and congregations of the West Wight Churches, 

- All Saints’, Freshwater with St Agnes’, Freshwater Bay, 

- St James’ Yarmouth, 

- Christ Church, Totland and 

- Churches Together in West Wight, 

c/o Linda Muttett, 
All Saints Parish Office, 
Freshwater. 
          10th July 2017. 

Dear Friends, 

Helen and I would like to thank sincerely all those who contributed to many 

amazingly generous gifts received to mark my retirement.  My last Sunday 

with you all was truly memorable and most enjoyable, and I will greatly miss 

being part of the community. 

Thank you also for putting on a superb lunch yesterday and to all who 

attended.  I am aware how much preparation and hard work goes into these 

occasions.  Very much enjoyed and appreciated by all the Whatson family. I 

felt that I should be offering to help wash-up.   However realising that I was 

a guest at the occasion, and that even to offer might offend, managed to 

restrain myself. 

I have been receiving numerous cards wishing me good health and          

happiness-in-retirement over these last weeks. Many of these cards also 

contain messages of gratitude for things that I appear to have achieved in 

West Wight in the past without my being aware of many of them. I have 

also been reminded of many wonderful memories of the last sixteen years, 

memories that I will treasure and value these coming months and years.  

Letter from Mark Whatson 
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Coordinator wanted! 

In March 2018, Anne Linington will be standing down as coordinator for 

CTWW’s ministry to the Elderly in West Wight, and a replacement will be 

wanted, and indeed, needed. An interest, or even a passion, for reaching 

folk in residential care with the love of Christ, is desirable. It is in the main 

an administrative role which includes collating dates for the 3 seasonal ser-

vices to include the sharing of large print hymn sheets; recruiting repre-

sentatives for the homes, and ensuring they are DBS checked, and have 

received Safeguarding Adults training.   

If you might be interested, please contact Anne on 754803 or 

anne.linington@tiscali.co.uk who will be happy to chat further with you. 

Ever since the very day of our arrival in Freshwater, when our removal van 

was met with a Rectory that was not ready for habitation, parishioners have 

bent over backwards to make us welcome and to help wherever they could.  

Again, thank you. I know that steps have already been initiated to identify a 

successor, and I promise my prayers in support of future ministry in West 

Wight whatever shape that may turn out to be.  

I now look forward to spending much more time with Helen and the family 

and intend to take things very quietly for a few months.  Thank you again 

for all you have given us, and for your being collectively the Church of Christ 

in West Wight. 

Wishing and praying for blessings from above on you all … 

Yours faithfully,  

Mark E Whatson  - together with Helen, Lara, Jay and Elliot.   
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You may be surprised to read this letter from me as I have not been able to 

see many of you for some time because of my illness, although I have kept 

in touch with parish news.  I am particularly aware of your prayers for which 

I am very grateful.  And it gives me pleasure to write to you now. 

Like my personal experience, as a church    

community we too are all faced with 

change.  In fact we have two changes. 

First there is our immediate  situation of 

an interregnum in Freshwater and          

Yarmouth during which we must maintain our      

corporate Christian life without the leadership of a 

rector.  That period will be followed not only by the arrival of Mark’s           

successor, but also by the start of a new, more collaborative arrangement 

with our neighbouring parishes, 11 in all.  Change 

can be very challenging, especially if we are       

coping with feelings of sadness and loss as 

we are.  However, as with other forms of 

bereavement, it is helpful if we move    

forward by addressing the situation in  

practical ways. 

We are blessed by having experienced, committed and very hard-working 

churchwardens.  They carry the responsibility for the life of our churches 

acting as the Bishop’s officers and supported by members of the PCC and 

the retired clergy.  There is, however, room for 

everyone to play a part.  Many tasks are, of 

course, on-going such as welcoming      

worshippers, reading in church, making 

music, keeping the buildings in good and 

attractive order.  (A list which reminds us 

that our gatherings don’t just happen unaided!). 

Grenda’s Greetings 
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And there is much else which needs doing.  Have a look round and give this 

claim some thought.  An interregnum has often proved to of significance 

when many kinds of hitherto unknown gifts and talents within a               

congregation are revealed.  This does not necessarily happen easily because 

people are inclined to be modest in putting themselves forward and certain-

ly none of us would wish to speak out too loudly in our own interest.  We 

should nevertheless prayerfully consider whether we have an ability or an 

idea which we should offer.  And we should encourage each other to step 

forward. 

However, an interregnum should not be seen as an opportunity to effect 

great changes, but it is time for keeping our church alive and active fulfilling 

its calling to share the gospel.  Also a well-run interregnum presents the 

next incumbent with a working parish where he/she may quickly settle. 

The second period of change is also one where co-operation will be           

important, not only for individuals but on a much broader basis.  Once    

established, the new order of parish and clergy working together will need 

the gifts of understanding and patience, since the different parishes         

involved will each have their cherished traditions and their favoured ways of 

being church.  We may well find that we shall have to make sacrifices if   

together we to become effective servants of Christ, not just within the 

churches but right out into their local communities. 

At first, we may all find the future uncomfortable but we much remember 

that at the top of our list of activities should be that of prayer.  Prayer for 

those who take the lead now, prayer for the selection of a new clergy,     

prayer for our future plans.  We pray that in all these areas we may seek 

and carry out the work and will of the Holy Spirit. 

Many blessings, 
 

Grenda 
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Noticeboard 

Farewell Service on 10th August for the Wardens of Carisbrooke Priory 

After 24 years living and working at Carisbrooke Priory, Colin and Marja 

Thornton are leaving for the mainland for what they are describing as semi-

retirement. The Priory have invited all who wish to join them on 10th      

August at 12 Noon for the ‘Open Door’ service, which will be led by Colin 

and Marja’s son, Dominic Thornton, with a message from Alan Brown.      

The service will be followed by an afternoon set aside for fellowship,        

refreshments and an opportunity to say goodbye. Everyone is welcome. 

Please tell me, James, if you need transport. 

Gifts of the Spirit – A Training Course 

The Apostle Paul opens 1 Corinthians 12 with these 

words: “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do 

not want you to be ignorant.” Yet sadly, because 

spiritual gifts (or ‘Gifts of the Spirit’, as they are 

also called) have proved so contentious down the 

ages, many of us have avoided the topic and      

remain somewhat ignorant. Reading the whole of 

that Chapter from Paul’s Epistle, we see many  

spiritual gifts listed, and elsewhere in the New   

Testament we come across more.  

I congratulate the Women’s Fellowship for recently 

making a study of Biblical material on spiritual gifts. One of the gifts named 

in 1 Corinthians 12 is ‘prophecy’, but Paul does not expand there upon the 

term. An opportunity is being provided on the Island through the True Vine 

Church in Newport to explore prophetic ministry on a fortnightly evening 

training course. Two members of our Women’s Fellowship plan to attend; 

and other members of Christ Church are invited to join them. For further 

details, please contact Suzanne on 759091.  
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Island Clergy Appointments 

On 20th August, the Reverend Mark Williams will be licensed and installed as 

Priest-in-Charge of St Paul’s Church, Shanklin and Christ Church, Sandown. 

We join with other churches in welcoming Mark and his family to the Island 

and in praying for God’s blessing upon his future ministry. 

 

Flower Festival, 18th-20th August (See also page 20). 
 

From 18th to 20th August, a Flower Festival will be held 

in Christ Church, with the help of members of 

West Wight Floral Arts Society. All the displays 

will depict Biblical themes. Refreshments will be 

available, and for much of the time there will be 

either live or recorded music to provide a 

restful background. Please come and bring your 

friends. At 6.00 pm on Sunday 20th August, there 

will be a Festival ‘Songs of Praise’. There will be no 

service at 6.00 pm at St Agnes’ Church that day.  

 

Coffee and Catch-Up, 25th August (see also page 19). 
 
On 25th August, there will be another ‘Coffee and Catch-Up’ at the Vicarage 

from 10.30 am until 12 noon. All are welcome. As usual, there will be cakes, 

as well as coffee and tea. This is an opportunity to catch up with old friends 

and to make new ones. 

 

Baptism at 11.00 am on 27th August 

During our morning service on 27th August, John Holdoway is to be baptised. 

We are delighted that John is taking this step of faith as an adult, and we 

welcome him into the community of believers both here in Christ Church 

and in the worldwide Church. 
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Open-Air Service at Freshwater Bay, at 4.30 pm on 27th August 
 
The annual Open-Air Service at Freshwater Bay, organised by Churches     

Together in West Wight, will take place on 27th August at 4.30 pm. It will be 

held outside the Independent Lifeboat Station if the weather is fine, or in 

the boathouse if it is raining, immediately following the Station’s Open Day. 

The Service will be led by St Saviour’s Church. Please come and please     

encourage friends and visitors to join us.  

Prayers for the Parish: 24th August at 7.30 pm 

Our next monthly ‘Prayers for the Parish’ will be in church from 7.30 until 

9.00 pm on 24th August. As I remarked last month, attendance at this event 

has declined substantially since it first began, so please let me know what 

we should do differently in order to encourage more of our members to 

attend. We need everyone to be praying about the parts we are to play 

God’s mission here in West Wight. 

James 

SMALL GROUPS at CHRIST CHURCH 

Weekly Prayer Group - Thursdays at 10.30 am following the mid-week ser-
vice.  All welcome. N.B. not the 4th Thursday of the month. 

Prayers for the Parish - 4th Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm. 

Missionary Prayer - 10.30 am on the 1st Monday of the month at 21 Hurst 
Point View. Contact Paul and Lucie on 756180. 

Women’s Fellowship - 1st and 3rd Fridays at 43 Golden Ridge,   Freshwater. 
Contact Suzanne Cook on 759091. 

Light and Life Homegroup -  Tuesday/Wednesday afternoons in Freshwa-
ter. Contact Elisabeth Heeley on 0774 806 2367. 

Retreat Homegroup - 7.30 pm on Monday evenings. Tel Peter Byatt on 
755533. Taking a break through August. 
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 Services and Bible Readings -  AUGUST 2017 

Thurs 3 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   
Exodus 40.16-21, 34-38; Matthew 13.47-53 
10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 6 

11am Worship for All 
2 Peter 1.16-19; Luke 9.28-36 
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes Church 
2 Peter 1.16-19; Luke 9.28-36 

Thurs 10 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
2 Corinthians 9.6-15*; Matthew 10.16-23* 
10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 13 

11 am Morning Prayer followed by church lunch 
Romans 10.5-15; Matthew 14.22-33 
6 pm Evensong at St Agnes 
1 Kings 19.1-18; Matthew 14.22-33 

Thurs 17 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Joshua 3.7-17*; Matthew 18.21-19.1  
10.30am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 20 

11am Holy Communion (CW)  
Romans 11.1-2a,29-32;  Matthew 15.10-28 

6pm Songs of Praise at Christ Church - Flower Festival 

Thurs 24 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
1 Corinthians 4.9-15; Luke 22.24-30 
2.30pm Prayers for The Parish page  10. 

Sunday 27 

11am Morning Prayer with Baptism 
Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20. 

4.30pm CTWW Songs of Praise at Freshwater Bay - 
alongside or inside the lifeboat station depending on 
the weather 

Thurs 31 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)  
1 Corinthians 9.16-23*; Matthew 9.35-38 
10.30am Prayer meeting 

* = with additional verses not in lectionary 
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I want to tell you about Our Place 

Maybe you’ve never heard of it 

It’s like a Coffee Morning with      

extras 

I was uncertain that I would fit 

 

I was given a very warm welcome 

And they made a lovely cup of tea 

The people were kind and friendly 

And they weren’t judging me 

 

There are several local services 

All together in one place 

You can sit and have a natter 

In an environment that’s safe 

 

Just Ask Support Officer is a service 

That will help you if they can 

Local Area Co-ordinator 

Can provide a backup plan 

 

The lady from Southern Housing 

Is there with housing advice 

And offers hope for the future 

When you feel trapped in a vice 

I’ve met some lovely people 

And had many a laugh its true 

But they also showed me kindness 

When I was struggling through 

 

Some helpers are Christians 

I’ve heard of them before 

But these are truly special 

As it flows from their very core 

 

It’s hard to describe the feelings 

These people bring out in me 

Makes me want to be nicer and       

kinder 

The best of who I could be 

 

‘A satisfied customer’  

 July 2017 

Our Place Poem 
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Meet Lillian (where is she now?) 
 

We first met Lillian in 2007 on a mission trip to 

Uganda. You may recall that we ‘rescued’ a 

street child called Margaret (long story) and took 

her to a pastor that we knew. At that time,       

Pastor Aloysious and his wife Abby were trying 

to establish a primary school on the site of their 

church. They had 3 children of their own but had 

such hearts for those in need that it was natural 

to them to take in any child who needed a 

home. Their house was full! At night, children lay 

head to toe on any floor space available. One of the first children they took in was 

Lillian and she then helped Margaret to settle into her new life. 

Lillian was an orphan. When her parents died, her Grandmother brought her up but 

she wanted to make sure that Lillian would be safe when she too passed away so 

approached Aloysious and Abby to take her in when that time came. They kept 

their promise faithfully and looked after Lillian for over 10 years making sure she 

had a good education as well as being loved and nurtured in the heart of the home. 

When Adonai Family Uganda was born, Lillian helped the new children settle in to 

the children’s homes under the watchful eye of her ‘parents’ Aloysious and Abby. 

All was well until April of this year… 

Aloysious and team face tough daily challenges and some of the problems are 

caused by the Ugandan Social Services who make what they deem to be sensible 

rules without allowing any flexibility for individual cases. Two such rules causing big 

headaches are (1) that no child should live in a children’s home permanently if   

family are alive (2) children of secondary school age may not live under the same 

roof as younger children in the context of a children’s home. All very well in theory, 

but when some of the children are there because they have abusive parents, send-

ing them home in school holidays is tantamount to cruelty. Safeguarding younger 

children by removing those reaching puberty may seem sensible – but what        

happens to the older children (who are still just that, children)? The older boys can 

safely be put in the care of trusted families in the community but girls are more 

Prudence, Lillian, Margaret, Hazel 
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vulnerable. However well-meaning a ‘Granny’ may be, a 

young healthy girl is very useful around the house and 

chores can easily take precedence over schoolwork so 

their futures are put in jeopardy. Other dangers   

facing young girls are obvious. The most vulnerable 

girls, like Margaret, are taken into Aloysious and 

Abby’s own home but they have limited capacity. 

Therefore others, like Lillian, stay with members of 

the community.  

All was going well for Lillian until she needed to travel 

into school on the evening of 9th April to collect some-

thing she’d left behind. She took the bus – nothing unusual or 

risky about that – but was never seen again. In fact, the whole bus disappeared. 

Aloysious spent days and days driving around searching for her. The trail led to the 

border with Tanzania and then he was stuck. The police became involved, family 

members of the other passengers joined together to employ detectives… but there 

was, and still is, no sign. We cannot rule out the possibility that the bus was taken 

by people traffickers and our very real fear is that Lillian was taken to be a child 

bride.  

Why are we telling you this? Well, first and foremost to ask for your prayers. Lillian 

really needs them as do Aloysious and family who are heart-broken. Life goes on, 

the daily struggles go on, triumphs and successes abound but hopelessness and 

despair lurk at the door. Secondly, to tell you that our next big fund-raising project 

is to build a dormitory for the older girls so that they can be kept as safe as possible 

in the hope of avoiding another situation like this in the future. The project is only 

in the thinking stages at present whilst a suitable location is decided on, plans 

drawn up and budgets calculated. We hope to be in a position to say more before 

long. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please spare some time during your day 

to pray for Lillian, a precious child of God. 

Richard and Hazel Britton 
on behalf of Adonai UK, supporting the work of Adonai Family Uganda. 
www.adonaiuk.org   

http://www.adonaiuk.org


16 

Saturday 26th August 

Table Top Sale 

Free entrance, free tea/coffee. 

Tables £3, no charge for charities.  

Contact Margaret 755533 or Lesley 717347 

In aid of the Christ Church Mission Fund, helping people at home and abroad. 

Totland Church Hall 
(next to the car park on the Broadway)  

9.30am—12noon 
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What’s On 

MON 7 10.30am Missionary Prayer Group at 10.30 am. 

THU 10 12 noon Farewell service at Carisbrooke Priory. Page 8. 

WED 19 2—4pm Totland Alzheimer Café. Page 19. 

Fri 18—Sun 20 Flower Festival at Christ Church. See pages 9 and 20. 

SAT 19 1– 4pm Abbeyfield Summer Fete. Page 19. 

SUN 20 6pm Songs of Praise at Christ Church. (Flower Festival) 

FRI 25 10.30am Coffee and Catch Up. Pages 9 and 19. 

SAT 26 
9-12 
noon 

Table Top Sale. Page 16. 

SUN 27 4.30pm Songs of Praise at Freshwater Bay. Pages 9 and 20. 

MON 29 - THU 31 CTWW Oasis Holiday at Home for Seniors. Page 19. 



18 

AUGUST Sun 6  Sun 13  Sun 20  Sun 27  

Flowers Phyl Suzanne Selina Gina 

Unlocking/
locking 

7-13 Aug 
John 

14-20 Aug 
Geoff 

21-27 Aug 
Lorraine 

28 Aug - 3 
Sep 
Peter 

11 AM WFA CWMP CWHC 
CWMP with 

Baptism 

Sidesman 
Phyl L 
Martyn 

Ros G 
Phyl L 

Tom E 
Helen 

Maureen E 
Tom E 

Bus Crew 
Tony 
Jane 

Peter 
Margaret 

Tony 
Lesley 

Geoff 
Phyl 

Greeter Margaret Dorinda Una/Barry Georgina 

PA System Geoff Robin John Denis 

Children's 
Work 

No Junior 
Church 

No Junior 
Church 

No Junior 
Church 

No Junior 
Church 

Lesson  
Readers 

WFA Team 
Ros G 
Denis 

Megan 
Tom E 

Roz W 
Phyl 

Intercessions WFA Team Ros H Jane Barry 

HC Assistants   
Dorinda 
Robin 

 

Prayer  
Ministry 

Lucie 
Margaret 

Hazel 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Stewards 
Richard 
Tom E 

Maureen 
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen 
Tony 

Refresh-
ments 

Betty 
Martyn 

Ann C 
Jackie H 

Gina 
Margaret 

Marion B 
Lesley 

Evening 
6pm Holy 
Communion 
at St Agnes 

6pm       
Evensong 
at St Agnes 

6pm Songs 
of Praise at 
Christ 
Church 

4.30pm 
Freshwater 
Bay Open Air 
Service 
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Songs of Praise 
at 

Freshwater Bay 
Alongside the Lifeboat Station  

(inside if wet) 

Sunday 27th August at 
4.30pm 

Following on from the  
Lifeboat Open Day. 


