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WHO’S WHO 

 

Revd. James Cook 
The Vicarage,  

Alum Bay New Road 
Totland Bay  PO39 0ES  

 

Jamesrobertcook@aol.com 
Tel: 01983 759091 

 

Church  
Administrator 

 

Denis Gosden 
Christ Church,  

Alum Bay New Road, 
Totland Bay, PO39 0ES 

 

christchtotland@aol.com 
Tel: 07582 861966 

 

Church Wardens  
 

Jane Walton 
Old Colwell Lodge,  

Colwell Common Road 
Totland Bay  PO39 0BZ  

 

ajjwalton@aol.com 
Tel: 01983 755721  

 

Peter Byatt 
Westering, Summers Lane,  

Totland Bay  PO39 0HL 
 

petmar61@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01983 755533 
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On that wondrous Christmas     

morning 

outside the clamour of the Inn, 

all was quiet in the stable, 

the Lord of glory lay within. 

 

Growing up and finding favour 

both with God and fellow man. 

Yet in everyday the shadow 

of the cross that was to come. 

 

Oh how tender was our Saviour, 

as with gentle Hands He blest 

all the little ones around Him, 

giving hope to those oppressed. 

 

This precious life unfolded 

giving joy, before unknown, 

healing, caring, always bearing 

the shadow of His cross, alone. 

 

Being wearied with His journey 

sitting down at Sychar’s well 

asking water of the woman 

wondrous words to her to tell. 

 

People thronged about and 

pressed Him 

but He graciously stood still, 

as the blind man begged for mercy 

touched his eyes and made him 

well. 

 

Would that I could fully measure 

His great suffering for me 

paying with His life my freedom, 

when shadow proved reality. 

 

Thus through all the ages onward 

that great name Jesus liveth still, 

other names will jade and perish 

His, the Lord of Glory, never will. 

 

Helen Mew. 

Mark’s Musings 
Instead of my usual prose this month, and as we move into Holy Week, I 
think that this poem contributed by Helen Mew says it all.   

On behalf of the Ministry Team I wish to all an Easter Blessing. 

Mark Whatson 

 

The Shadow of His Cross 
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Annual Meetings  

On Sunday 23rd April immediately following the Morning Service, 

the Annual Parochial Church Meeting and the meeting of Parishioners to 

elect Churchwardens will be held at Christ Church and will be followed by a 

light lunch. Full details of the meetings are posted in church. 

All members of Christ Church are urged to attend the meetings and to vote 

in the elections of Churchwardens and PCC members. I pay tribute to all 

who have been serving the church in these capacities over the last year and 

often for many years previously. Their dedication to Christ Church and 

God's mission in our parish are an inspiration and encouragement to us all.  

I would especially like to thank Jane Walton, who will be standing down 

both as a Churchwarden and as a PCC member after long and very faithful 

service. 

If you would be willing to consider nomination as a churchwarden or as a 

PCC member for the year ahead, please speak to me. James 
 

Confirmation Preparation 

Commencing on Thursday 4th May at 8.00 pm, there will be weekly learning 

sessions in the Vicarage for those who would like to be prepared for        

Confirmation. These sessions, which will each last until 9.15 pm, will be    

appropriate to adults and young people who would like to explore the 

Christian faith within the context of Communicant membership of the 

Church of England, and they will be open also to those who have already 

been confirmed and who would like a ‘refresher’ course. Please speak to 

me if you would like more details. Confirmations will be conducted by the 

Bishop of Portsmouth either in Newport Minster on 17th September or in 

Portsmouth Cathedral on other dates, according to the wishes of individual 

candidates. James 

Noticeboard 
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‘Thy Kingdom Come’     

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global prayer movement, which invites Christians 

around the world to pray between Ascension and Pentecost (25th May to 4th 

June) for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. What started out as an 

invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016 to the 

Church of England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to 

prayer. See https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ . Further information is 

also being made available from time to time on our church website and  

Facebook page.  Please speak to me or e-mail me soon, if you have ideas on 

how Christ Church might contribute in significant ways to this movement. 

Christ Church has been registered with the global organisation as a local 

church intending to participate. James 
 

Easter Services 

Details of Easter services at Christ Church and other local venues are        

provided at various places in this magazine. Please be assured that everyone 

is welcome at these gatherings, which provide opportunities to revisit the 

roots of our Christian faith, which are embedded in the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus. Vividly, they will remind us and those around us how 

knowledge of those historical events is essential to our personal and      

communal wellbeing. James  

Book Review: 10,000 Reasons by Matt Redman 
 

I recently bought Matt Redman's music CD called "10,000 

Reasons" and  enjoyed it so much that I then bought his book, 

also called "10,000 Reasons" to read the story behind the song. 

It was so fascinating that I read it in one day and then spent the 

next few days re-reading the  incredible stories from believers across the globe. 

Matt also shares from his own story how  seasons both of battle and blessing 

have helped forge him into the worship leader we know today. I have donated the 

book to the church library but there is only one copy so you may need to buy 

your own. I can guarantee you will be truly blessed. 

Jenny Baldwin 
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Coffee, Catch-Up and Cake – 24 March 2017 

 

On Friday, 24 March the monthly coffee morning was held at The 

Vicarage.   

My thanks to everyone who came and enjoyed conversation, coffee and cake and 

particular thanks to those who kindly brought delicious homemade cakes!    You 

will be pleased to know that your donations this month raised £75 and that last 

month £60 was given.  These donations are gratefully received and will be sent off 

to two charities, Comic Relief and The Leprosy Mission.  Thank you all for a lovely 

morning and for your company.        

Suzanne Cook 

Purulia Hospital in West Bengal provides specialist leprosy care at no 

cost. It's a place where miracles happen and has an excellent reputation: 

the Outpatients' Department (OPD) often has up to 300 people a day  

queuing to see the doctors there. The hospital needs a new Outpatients’ 

Department – our contribution will help towards this project.   

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/ 

 

There are some incredible projects, in the UK and      
Africa, that have found effective ways to tackle        
poverty and injustice. http://www.rednoseday.com/ 

I would like to thank everyone at Christ Church for their prayers and 

support following the recent death of my Mother.  Whilst her passing 

was not totally unexpected, she was 94 years of age, it was a great 

comfort to me and my family to feel the warmth and comfort of your 

love and prayers around us. 

Thank you. Every blessing, Geoff Kirk 

Thank you, Christ Church…. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=red+nose+day&id=BB453084F39A58F2F5B3EFECF1105153F5995FCE&FORM=IQFRBA
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What’s On 
SAT 1 10.30—1.30 Penultimate Lent Brunch 

MON 3 10.30 am Missionary Prayer Group - see below. 

TUE 4 6.30 pm Zacchaeus - page 20 

WED 5 2 - 4 pm  Memory Lane - page 20. 

SAT 8 10.30—1.30 
Presentation Lent Brunch hosted by Christ Church 
and St James. 

SUN 9  Deadline for entry onto the electoral role 

WED 12 11 am Easter service at Inglefield led by Paul and Lucie. 

THU 13 11 am Easter service at Whitmore Court (Paul and Lucie). 

WED 19 10.30am Coffee and Catch Up 

WED 19 2 - 4.30pm Totland Alzheimer Café—page 19 

FRI 21  
Copy Deadline for May Parish Magazine.  
hazeljeanbritton@btinternet.com or 753947 

SUN 23 12 noon APCM and lunch in the church—page 4. 

THU 27 2.30 pm Prayers for the Parish. 

SAT 29 9—12 noon Monthly table top sale. 

Weekly Prayer Group - Thursdays at 10.30 am following the mid-week       
service.  All welcome. N.B. not held on the 4th Thursday of the month. 

Prayers for the Parish - 4th Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm. 

Missionary Prayer —1st Monday of the month at 21 Hurst Point View.  

Contact Paul and Lucie on 756180. 

Women’s Fellowship—1st and 3rd Fridays at 43 Golden Ridge, Freshwater.  

Contact Suzanne Cook on 759091. 

Light and Life Homegroup -  Tuesday/Wednesday afternoons in Freshwater.  

Contact Elisabeth Heeley on 0774 806 2367. 

Retreat Homegroup - Taking a break to attend Lent Groups.   
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Your Representatives On The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 and  

The Annual Revision Of The Church Electoral Roll. 

 
 

Your PCC representatives on the Church Council are elected every year at 

the Annual General Meeting by those church members who are on our 

church’s Electoral Roll. 

Your interests as church members at Christ Church are represented by 

these elected members of the PCC. The PCC members consult with James, 

our incumbent, on matters of general concern and importance to the    

parish. With James, the PCC promotes the mission of the church, pastoral, 

evangelic, social and ecumenical.  

The PCC oversees the financial affairs of the parish and is responsible for 

the care and maintenance of the church buildings its fabric, goods and 

ornaments. It also has responsibility for the care and maintenance of the 

Churchyard. 

The PCC members also consider and discuss matters concerning the 

Church of England and any other matters of religious or public interest. 

The Council elects two persons from within its numbers to act as Deanery 

Synod Representatives and as such they can pass on its views or advice 

from PCC level through Deanery Synod level to the Diocesan Synod. The 

Deanery Synod Representatives are due for re-election this year. 

Each year, I am required by the Diocese to review the Church’s Electoral 

Roll at Christ Church and to encourage members to add their names. By 

enrolling, you would be eligible to attend and vote at our church’s Annual 

General Meeting on who you think should be your representatives on the 

PCC and on other issues of concern to the church. The election of the PCC 

by church members ensures that the PCC and the Deanery Synod is fully 

representative of its members.  
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Being on the Electoral Roll indicates your affiliation and commitment as an 

active member of the Christ Church family. 

Please ensure that your name appears on the 2017 Electoral Roll by the 

closing date of 9th April 2017. The Annual General Meeting is on Sunday 23rd 

April 2017 in Church. Please consider prayerfully whether you would like to 

apply for the role of Church Warden, Deanery Synod Rep. or PCC Member. 

You will find the current Electoral Roll at the back of the church along with 
application forms should you wish to apply for any of the above roles. 
 
If you would like to know more or have any queries please contact Robin 
Gosden (Electoral Roll Officer) on 754110 or robin.gosden@talktalk.net  
or Denis Gosden (Church Administrator) on 07582861966 or 
christchtotland@aol.com . 

CTWW RESIDENTIAL HOMES EASTER SERVICES 

Please pray for the services in our homes.  If you would like to come 
along to join in the singing you will be very welcome but please 
contact the appropriate rep first, as space may be limited.  

 
Eden House   April 6th       2.30pm     (James  759091)  

Little Hayes   April 7th     2.30pm     (Barry  755538) 

The Gouldings  April 11th   11am      (Stephen 755194) 

Ancona     April 12th   11am      (Lois 753295) 

Inglefield    April 12th   11am       (Lucie/Paul  756180) 

Whitmore Court     April13th    11am       (Lucie/Paul 756180) 

Kinloch Tay   April 20th    3.30pm  (Barry  755538) 

The Croft    April 20th   3pm      (Rod 6381310) 

 
Dementia-friendly Easter Service Wednesday 12th April, 2.30pm at 
Freshwater Methodist Church.  All welcome. 

mailto:robin.gosden@talktalk.net
mailto:christchtotland@aol.com
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 Services and Bible Readings -  April 2017 

Sunday 2 
5th Sunday of Lent 

11am Worship for All  
Ezekiel 37.1-14; John 11.1-45  
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes 
Romans 8.6-11; John 11.1-45 

Thurs 6 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)   
Colossians 3.8-11; John 10.22-38 

10.30am Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 9 
Palm Sunday 

11am Morning Prayer (CW)  
Psalm 118.1-2. 19-29; Matthew 21.1-11 

6pm Evensong (BCP) at St Agnes 
Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29; Matt21.1-11 
8pm CTWW Reflections 

Thurs 13 
Maundy Thursday 

7.30 pm Holy Communion (CW)  
Exodus 12.1-14; John 13.1-17, 13b-35 

Fri 14 

Good Friday 

10 am CTWW Walk of Witness - see facing page 
10.30 am Ecumenical service on the library green  
2pm The Final Hour  

Sunday 16 

EASTER 

11am Family Communion (CW)  
Acts 10.34-43; Matthew 28.1-10  

6pm Informal Worship at St Agnes 
Luke 24.13-35 

Thurs 20 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Acts 8.26-40; John 21.1-14 

10.30 am Prayer meeting 

Sunday 23 
2nd of Easter 
 

11am Morning Prayer (CW) 
Acts 2.14a, 22-35*; John 20.19-31 
6pm Holy Communion (CW) at St Agnes 
1 Peter 1.3-9; John 20.19-31 

Thurs 27 
9.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
Acts 5.27-33; John 3.31-36 

Sunday 30 
11am Holy Communion (CW) 
Acts 2.14a, 36-41; Luke 24.13-35 

* = with additional verses not in lectionary 
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Monday 10th April 

7.30pm  Stations of the Cross at St James’ Church Yarmouth. 

Tuesday 11th April  

7.30pm Dramatized Reading of the Passion followed by Compline at All 

Saints’ Church Freshwater. 

Thursday 13th April Maundy Thursday  

7.30pm Holy Communion, Washing of Feet, Stripping of Altar, followed by 

the Vigil until midnight at St James’ Church Yarmouth. 

7.30pm Holy Communion at Christ Church Totland Bay 

Friday 14th April Good Friday 

9am Good Friday Liturgy at St James’ Church Yarmouth 

10am Churches Together Walk of Witness through Freshwater from the  Me-

morial Hall to the Library. 

10.30am Ecumenical Good Friday Service on the Library Green (Methodist 

Church if wet) led this year by Fr Petroc of St Saviour RC Church Totland 

Bay. Followed by refreshments in the Methodist Church Hall. 

 

Sunday 16th April Easter Day 

6am Churches Together Son-rise Service at Freshwater Bay, led this year by 

Richard and Janet Harding of St James’ Church Yarmouth. 

8am Holy Communion at St Agnes Freshwater Bay and St James Yarmouth. 

9.30am Family Communion at All Saints Church Freshwater 

11am Family Communion at Christ Church Totland and St James Yarmouth. 

6pm Informal Worship for Easter at St Agnes Freshwater Bay. 

Holy Week in the Freshwater, Yarmouth, Totland Benefice. 
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CTWW Reflections 

An informal time of reflective prayer and worship 

2nd Sunday of the month 

8—9 p.m. at Freshwater Methodist Church 

with tea/coffee from 7.30pm. 

All warmly welcome. 

Contact Peter Byatt on 755533. 

Help offered with Gardening 

John Holdoway of Christ Church Totland Bay says: 

I have experience in gardening through horticultural       

college and would like to offer my time to help those who 

have gardens but are not able to maintain them.  

All work carried out free of charge.  
 

Talk to John in church or contact him on: 

Telephone 01983 643961; Mobile 0757 2204987; 
Email john.holdoway@mail.com 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS!! 

Advance Notice that the annual  

CHRISTIAN AID PLANT SALE  

will take place on  

Saturday 20th May at St James Church Yarmouth.  

Please start planning your contributions now:  

splits, bedding plants, indoor plants, containers etc. 

Thank you! 

mailto:john.holdoway@mail.com
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IN YOUR CHURCHYARD................ 

Churchyard Clear-Up Days  

Many thanks to our band of volunteers 
who have done a splendid job in 
planting Rowan, Cherry, Hazel, Osier, 
Dogwood, Holly, Hawthorn and Dog 
rose along our churchyard boundaries, 
clearing branches and tidying the      
borders. 

Churchyard Memorial Garden 

For some-time, your PCC have been minded to improve the Memorial     
Garden.  This has been a favourite foraging site for our badgers. In order to 
allow more light into the area an overhanging Holm Oak has already been 
removed. 

The PCC would now like to invite ideas from the congregation and public to 
improve this area. These should include the following attributes: 

  Low maintenance area 

  Defined edging to the semi-circle perimeter 

  Badger-proof surface that is ac-
cessible for interment of ashes. 

  Central focal point. 

  Interred ashes map. 

  Refurbished Seating. 

  New Signage. 

Please submit any ideas to Robin Gosden in church or by e-mail to               
robin.gosden@talktalk.net . Any received ideas will be submitted to the PCC 
for consideration. Thank you. 

Editor’s note: More photos of the work days can be seen on our Facebook 
page and website. 
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The World is our Parish 

Madagascar 

A cyclone that slammed into Madagascar on March 7th killed 78 people, 
affected 400,000 and was classed as a National Disaster. A quarter of a     
million of people were displaced from their homes, with many missing or 
injured.  Storm Enawo produced the most powerful cyclone to strike the 
island since 2012, according to the Red Cross. It hit just as the island was 
grappling with an intense drought that forced up the price of rice and     
worsened food insecurity, especially in the south. 

Fortunately. Kanana where Martin and Mary Barber are based, missed the 
worst of the storm and only suffered a few fallen trees but there is bound to 
be a knock –on effect particularly with the price and availability of food. 

Meanwhile, every day life at Kanana carries on. The development of a      
second block of 3 classrooms is coming on well under the supervision of 
Martin and one will be used after Easter; the caretakers house is now       
occupied by one of the guard families and the rainwater harvesting is      
working well giving the site a generous supply of water (a little too generous  
during Storm Enawo!) Mary has a good team of teachers who have gelled 
well together and there are also 2 teaching assistants to help monitor      
activities outside the classroom, prepare and serve lunches and support the 
teachers when needed.  

If anyone is interested in sponsoring a teacher or assistant please talk to 
Eric. 

Martin and Mary are currently in the UK as their daughter, Becky, was      
married in March. They plan to return to Madagascar on April 10th. 
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Uganda 

At Adonai Family Uganda the teachers are enjoying the luxury of their 

new accommodation block. Partners in America have secured funding 

for a new water system so hopefully there will be an end to the regular 

outbreaks of typhoid very soon. 

At Adonai UK, we are consulting with Aloysious and team as to what 

our next major project should be—there is so much need—but in the 

meantime we continue with supporting every day life through our 

child sponsorship scheme, our programme of mattress replacement in 

the two children’s homes and regular funding for the medical centre 

and primary school.  www.adonaiuk.org   

Burundi 

We hope to have an update from Paul and Alison Guinness next month with 

news of how they are settling back into life in  Burundi - and of course how 

baby Jeremy fared with the travel and is coping with a change of climate. 

Please continue to hold them in your prayers. 

 

The Mission noticeboard at the rear of the church is updated by Eric Barber 

on a regular basis with news of all our mission partners. 

New Teachers 
Accommodation Block. 

The smaller building on 
the left is the toilet block 
(latrines) - some well 
deserved luxury!  
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Christ Church Website  

Our church website is currently undergoing a complete makeover so will be       

unavailable for a short while.  It will return with a brand new look, will be 

hosted by a different  provider and will be maintained by the IT personnel at 

Portsmouth Diocese.  It will, however,  still be our responsibility to update 

the content. We all owe Denis Gosden a huge debt of thanks for his work in 

managing the website thus far and are delighted that he will continue with 

this role once the new site is up and running. Robin Gosden and Hazel 

Britton will also be involved but we will all welcome with open arms anyone 

wishing to join our merry band. We’d like to share the load by each person 

taking responsibility for updating a different section of the site. Please talk 

to Denis if you are interested: 07582 861966 or christchtotland@aol.com  . 
 

We now have our own Facebook page which will be linked with the new 

website. Our hope is that the two will work together,  along with the parish 

magazine, to promote our church in the West Wight as well as providing an 

online noticeboard of church news and events.  

Search Facebook for christchurchtotland2017 and remember to select LIKE 

on the cover photo to receive updates directly on your own newsfeed. 

Too many Facebook emails in your Inbox?  

You can switch them off in the settings menu so that you only see Facebook 

when you choose to log on to it. ‘Settings’ is top right of your Facebook page 

on a laptop or PC (hard-to-see black arrow) or top left on a tablet or 

smartphone (usual 3 lines). In the settings menu, choose ‘notifications’ and 

then choose which email notifications to switch off. I advocate going for the 

option that says ‘emails only about your account, security and privacy’ which 

basically means you’ll only get an email if there’s a problem.  
 

For news and comment from all the West Wight Churches see our Facebook 

group: ChurchesTogetherWestWight  . Website coming soon! 

Christ Church on Facebook  

mailto:christchtotland@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChurchesTogetherWestWight
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Our Place Community Café  

The Our Place Community Café takes place every Tuesday morning between 
10 and 12.30 in the Community Centre, Moa Place, Freshwater. Volunteers 
from the West Wight Churches are on hand to make you a cuppa, have a 
chat and maybe introduce you to someone with similar interests or who 
may be able to give you a helping hand. The following professional services 
are also on offer (free of charge): 

Local Area Coordination  – Adam is available to help people, especially 
those isolated or in difficult situations to become more connected, build and 
develop social networks, identify ways to use their skills and talents locally 
and to help them build their vision of a good life.  

Just Ask Information & Support    – on hand to provide informal support 
with form filling, internet support, food bank referral, signposting to advice 
services and information on local services/activities. 

Southern Housing Group  – Julie, Financial Skills Officer, is on hand to 
give advice and deal with issues from Southern Housing tenants.  She is also 
able to give general advice on a range of housing issues to all members of 
the community including: 

• Welfare Benefits -  checking entitlement, claiming and appealing. 
• Dealing with Debt – general information and support, signposting to 

specialist advice 
• Managing Money – ways to save & budget better, making sure all 

household bills are being paid 
• Housing Issues – general information on a wide range of  issues 
• Housing & Council Tax Benefits – clarifying letters/information         

received and helping with claims 
• Accessing further support – grants, referral to specialist/advice      

services 

No Barriers Employment  – attending on a monthly basis, they work to 
empower people with a disability or a barrier to getting employment to 
achieve their goals, by offering training and support.  

Drop–in to see us or talk to Hazel or Richard Britton to find out more. 
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april  Sun 2  Sun 9  
Easter 
Sun 16  

APCM 
Sun 23  

Sun 30  

Flowers  Lent Lent 
All for 
Easter 

Phyl Ann C 

Unlocking 
and  

Locking  

3-9 Apr 
John 

10-16 Apr 
Beryl 

17-23 Apr 
Ros 

24-30 Apr 
Peter 

1-7 May 
Lorraine 

1 1  A M  WFA CWMP CWHC CWMP CWHC 

Sidesman  
Phyl L 
John B 

Ros G 
Phyl L 

Tom 
Helen 

Tom Peter 

Bus Crew  
Geoff 

Megan 
Peter 

Margaret 
Tony 

Lesley 
Geoff 
Phyl 

Tony 
Ros G 

Greeter  Margaret Dorinda 
Una/
Barry 

Georgina Frances 

PA System  Geoff Robin Steve Denis John B 

Children's 
Work  

WFA   
Activity in 

church 
  

Hazel 
Gina 

Lesson  
Readers  

WFA 
Team 

Ros G 
Denis 

Megan 
Tom 

Roz W 
Phyl 

Eric 
Tony 

Interces-
sions  

WFA 
Team 

Ros H Jane Barry Hazel B 

HC  
Assistants  

    
Barry 
Denis 

  
Denis 
Peter 

Prayer  
Ministry  

Hazel 
Margaret 

Lucie 
Robin H 

Ros G 
Tonie 

Peter 
Ros H 

Paul 
Suzanne 

Stewards  
Richard 

Tom 
Maureen  
Michelle 

Peter 
Eric 

Maureen 
Tony 

Richard 
Tony 

Refresh-
ments  

Betty 
Martyn 

Ann C 
Anne P 

Gina 
Margaret 

Jane 
Lesley 

Lesley 
Phyl 

E v e n i n g  
a t   

S t  A gn e s  

6pm 
CWHC  

6pm 
BCPEP  

6pm  
Informal 
Worship  

6pm  
CWHC  

6pm 
BCPEP  
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